Sustainable Bethel Commission

Clifford J. Hurgin Municipal Center, 1 School Street
Bethel, Connecticut 06801 Telephone: (203) 794-8501

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
Wednesday, December 20, 2023 at 7:00 pm - Hybrid Meeting
Clifford J. Hurgin Municipal Center, 1 School St., Bethel, CT
Meeting Room B
Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6630678108
Meeting ID: 663 067 8108

Present: Chair Kathryn Hebert, Gabriela Hernandez, Suneetha Malkani, and Katie Troy.
First Selectman Dan Carter was also present.

Absent: Tia Murphy and Peter Schenkman
Kathryn Hebert called the meeting to order at 7:04pm.

Public Comments: Billy Michael 27 % Fleetwood Avenue
Cynthia McCorkindale 19 Elgin Avenue

Correspondence: None

Chairman Comments:
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e There is one more vacancy on this Commission. First Selectman Carter plan
have it filled during the January 2, 2024 regular Board of Selectmen meeting.

e K. Hebert had a meeting with a representative from Sustainable CT who helped to
clarify requirements. Some criteria will be changing in 2024.

¢ Community Match Grant, with Bethel Arts, moving forward in 2024.

o Solar Energy: would the Town like to expand solar farm/panels in the future?

Consideration of approval November 15,2023 regular meeting minutes:
Motion made by G. Hernandez and seconded by K. Troy, to accept the minutes from
November 15, 2023 as written. Vote, all in favor. Motion carries.

Discussion - Develop EV Charging Opportunities (First Selectman request):

First Selectman Carter discussed the current EV charging stations and the need to find out
what is needed in Bethel for the future and how best to attain it. He would like
Sustainable Bethel Commission to do the research to see if there are matching grants
available and perhaps public partnership opportunities and then report back to the Board

of Selectmen.
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Planning Committee Report:

T. Murphy was absent so no report given.
Walk Audit: G. Hernandez spoke about having this on the Route 6 corridor.
Doing research now on how best to accomplish this.
Sustainable CT certification: G. Hernandez will start to populate the forms with

the information we have.

Commissioner Reports:

G. Hernandez: the fundraiser at Broken Symmetry to benefit the Bethel Land Trust was a
success and will help fund the planting of replacement trees.

K. Troy: Earth Day events to be held on April 20, 2024. Perhaps offer a small Repair
Café. First Selectman Carter suggested planting a tree in the Bethel Educational campus
in memory of Larry Craybas. Larry was a Bethel resident and strong supporter of the

schools.
S. Malkani: would like to set up a meeting with First Selectman Carter to share ideas

Other Business: None

Next Meeting: Wednesday, January 17, 2024 at 7:00pm in Meeting Room A

Adjourn:

Motion made by G. Hernandez, and seconded by K. Troy, to adjourn at 7:46pm. Vote,
all in favor. Motion carries.

Respectfully submitted,
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Mary Churchill
Recording Secretary
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