BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Clifford J. Hurgin Municipal Center, 1 School Street
Bethel, Connecticut 06801 Telephone: (203) 794-8501

Daniel E. Carter, First Selectman
Bryan Terzian, Selectman
Penny Kessler, Selectman

MINUTES OF SPECIAL JOINT MEETING
with the Board of Finance
Tuesday, February 24, 2026 at 7:00 pm - Hybrid Meeting
Clifford J. Hurgin Municipal Center, General Purpose Room, 1 School St.,
Bethel, CT

Present: :

First Selectman Dan Carter and Selectman Bryan Terzian attended in-person. Selectman
Penny Kessler attended via Google Meet. Also in attendance were members of the Board
of Finance and Finance Director Brad Heering.

Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance:
First Selectman Carter and Board of Finance Chair, Pat Cosentino, called the special
meeting to order at 7:02pm and led the Boards in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Correspondence: 1. a letter from the chair of the Planning/Zoning Commission
2. two emails about the budget

Consideration of approval of special meeting minutes from 2/17/2026:

Motion made by First Selectman Carter, and seconded by Selectman Terzian, to approve
the minutes from the special meeting on 2/17/2026, as written. Vote, all in favor.
Motion carries.

Appointments to Boards and Commissions:
Motion made by First Selectman Carter, and seconded by Selectman Terzian, to appoint
Kristina Robinson to the Downtown Advisory Committee. Vote, all in favor. Motion

carries.

Motion made by First Selectman Carter, and seconded by Selectman Terzian, to re-
appoint Todd Smith and Rich Straiton to the Fire Commission. Vote, all in favor.
Motion carries.
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Motion made by First Selectman Carter, and seconded by Selectman Kessler, to appoint
Danny Serencsics and Rick Magee to the Board of Education. Vote, all in favor. Motion
carries.

2026 - 2027 Department Budget Presentations:

70-450 Board of Education Request $62,312,295
Superintendent of Bethel Public Schools Dr. Carver, Director of Finance and Business
Operations Jen Variale, and Scott Clayton Board of Education chair, presented the
request and noted an 6.74% increase. Discussion ensued.

70-460 Board of Education Maintenance Request $696,769
Superintendent of Bethel Public Schools Dr. Carver, D1rector of Finance and Business
Operations Jen Variale, and Scott Clayton Board of Education chair, presented the
request and noted an 31.78% increase.

Adjourn:
Selectman Terzian made a motion to adjourn at 8:04pm which was seconded by First
Selectman Carter. Vote, all in favor. Motion carries.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Churchill
Recording Secretary
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