BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Clifford J. Hurgin Municipal Center, 1 School Street
Bethel, Connecticut 06801 Telephone: (203) 794-8501

Dan Carter, First Selectman
Bryan Terzian, Selectman
Richard C. Straiton, Selectman

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
Tuesday, December 17, 2024 at 7:00 pm — Hybrid Meeting
Clifford J. Hurgin Municipal Center, 1 School St., Bethel, CT Meeting Room A -
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Present: First Selectman Dan Carter, Selectman Bryan Terzian, and Selectman Rich Straiton
Also present: Town Counsel Melanie O’Brien, Parks and Recreation Director Rachael McGrath,
Comptroller Brad Heering, Public Site and Building Commission chair Nancy Ryan

Meeting called to order at 7:00pm by First Selectman Carter
Public Comments: None
Correspondence: None

Approval of minutes:
Consideration of approval of Public Hearing minutes from December 3, 2024:

Motion made by Selectman Terzian, and seconded by Selectman Straiton, to approve the Public
Hearing minutes from 12/3/2024, as written. Vote, all in favor. Motion carries.

Consideration of approval of Board of Selectmen regular meeting minutes from

December 3, 2024:

Motion made by Selectman Terzian, and seconded by Selectman Straiton, to approve the regular
meeting minutes from 12/3/2024, as written. Vote, all in favor. Motion carries.

Report
The First Selectman discussed the following items:

Focus now is on upcoming budget season (2025-2026)

Still in discussions with Stony Hill Preserve and UConn

Had the first meeting for the Safe Streets for All grant

Doing some remodeling in the back wing of the Municipal Center

First Selectman Carter attended the Customer Advisory Board meeting for Aquarion
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e Is speaking to Bethel’s Director of Health regarding pros and cons of moving toward a
Health District
e Flood Mitigation Grants opened today

Old Business: None

New Business:
Update from Public Site & Building Commission chairperson:
Nancy Ryan, chair of the Public Site & Building Commission, gave an update on current and
upcoming projects.
e Johnson and Rockwell school projects are pretty much finished
e BHS HVAC upgrades are moving forward. Contract will be signed soon.
e Municipal Center renovations: meeting with current architect to see how to move forward.
Due to insurance issue, we will need to find another architect.
e Training range is up and running. Waiting for final invoice to close out the project.

Motion made by First Selectman Carter, and seconded by Selectman Straiton, to add to tonight’s
agenda: Consideration of approval to appoint Special Counsel for the Connecticut Communities
Challenge Grant. Vote, all in favor. Motion carries.

Consideration of an authorizing resolution which is required to obtain Clean Water Fund
financing for water pollution abatement facilities:
The following resolution was read into the record:

Be it resolved that it is in the best interest of the Town of Bethel to enter into contracts with the
Department of Energy & Environmental Protection. In furtherance of this resolution, First
Selectman Daniel E. Carter is duly authorized to enter into and sign said contracts on behalf of
the Town of Bethel, Connecticut. The First Selectman is further authorized to provide such
additional information and execute such other documents as may be required by the state or
federal government in connection with said contracts and to execute any amendments,
rescissions and revisions thereto.

The Town Clerk is authorized to impress the seal of the Town of Bethel on any such document,
amendment, rescission or revision.

Discussion ensued. Motion made by Selectman Terzian, and seconded by Selectman Straiton, to
approve the resolution as read. Vote, all in favor. Motion carries.

Consideration of a funding resolution to complete, sign, and submit a Clean Water Fund

application to CT DEEP:

The following resolution was read into the record:

Authorization for First Selectman, Daniel E. Carter, to complete, sign and submit a Clean Water
Fund Application to CTDEEP. Total engineering cost for the Sanitary Sewer Evaluation Survey
for Subarea 13 is $286,127.79. It is Clean Water Fund eligible and therefore the fund grant will

reimburse up to 55% or $157,370.28.
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Motion made by Selectman Terzian, and seconded by Selectman Straiton, to approve the resolution
as read. Discussion ensued. Vote, all in favor. Motion carries.

Consideration of capital requests from Parks and Recreation Director for UTX machine and
a mower:

Parks and Recreation Director, Rachael McGrath, presented the request. Discussion ensued.
Motion made by First Selectman Carter, and seconded by Selectman Straiton, to recommend to
the Board of Finance that $30,265.04 be used to purchase the Workman UTX Gas machine. Vote,
all in favor. Motion carries.

Motion made by Selectman Terzian, and seconded by Selectman Straiton, to recommend to the
Board of Finance that $99,569.04 be used to purchase the Groundsmaster 4100-D mower.
Discussion ensued. Vote, all in favor. Motion carries.

Consideration of approval of funding to install outdoor basketball hoops at Bethel Middle
School:

First Selectman Carter gave the history of the project and reviewed the request. Discussion ensued.
Motion made by First Selectman Carter, and seconded by Selectman Terzian, to table this
discussion until the discussion of remaining ARPA funds takes place this evening. Vote, all in
favor. Motion carries.

Consideration of appointments to various boards and/or commissions:

First Selectman Carter stated he received a recommendation from the BDTC for an appointment
to the Charter Revision Commission. Motion made by First Selectman Carter, and seconded by
Selectman Straiton, to approve the appointment of Terry Letellier to the vacancy on the Charter
Revision Commission left by the resignation of Karen Foster. Vote, all in favor. Motion carries.

Consideration of approval of tax refunds in the amount of $9,420.55 due to overpayment of
taxes:

Motion made by First Selectman Carter, and seconded by Selectman Terzian, to approve tax
refunds in the amount of $9,420.55 due to overpayment of taxes. Vote, all in favor. Motion
carries.

Consideration of remaining ARPA funds:
Comptroller Heering stated there is $34,533.79 of ARPA funds that have not yet been obligated.
Funds must be obligated by 12/31/2024. The following obligations were made:

e Motion made by Selectman Terzian, and seconded by Selectman Straiton, to use $3420.
from ARPA funds to install the basketball hoops at Bethel Middle School’s parking lot.
Work to be done by Tom Keane Landscaping. Vote, all in favor. Motion carries.

e Motion made by Selectman Straiton, and seconded by First Selectman Carter, to approve
an amount from ARPA, not to exceed $23,600., to survey the property, remove the trees
and remove the stumps at the newly acquired Town property on South Street across the
street from Parloa Park. This would prepare the lot for future use. Discussion ensued.
Vote, Selectman Straiton and First Selectman Carter in favor, Selectman Terzian
opposed. Motion carries.
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e Motion made First Selectman Carter, and seconded by Selectman Terzian, to approve
$7,074.96 from ARPA funds for three new chairs for the dispatchers. Vote, all in favor.
Motion carries.

e Motion made by First Selectman Carter, and seconded by Selectman Straiton, to obligate
any remaining funds, previously obligated but unspent from ARPA, to fund the
Paramedic fund. Vote, all in favor. Motion carries.

Consideration of approval to appoint Special Counsel for the Connecticut Communities

Challenge Grant:
First Selectman Carter gave an overview of the request. Motion made by First Selectman Carter,

and seconded by Selectman Straiton, to approve Murtha Cullina as special counsel for the
Communities Challenges Grant as there is some urgency to commit to the grant. Vote, all in favor.

Motion carries.

Adjourn:
Motion made by Selectman Terzian, and seconded by Selectman Straiton to adjourn the meeting

at 8:32pm. Vote, all in favor. Motion carries.

Respectfully submitted, ,
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Mary Chidrchill
Recording Secretary
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