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HELP NEEDED ON COLONIAL DRIVE

Henrik Kisling i Tue, Jul 8, 2025 at 12:40 PM
To: "churchillm@bethel-ct.gov" <churchillm@bethel-ct.gov>

Finance Board,

| submit a brief 52 year history of the flooding that has occurred on Colonial Drive since 1973 when my
wife and | moved into our new home at 9 Colonial drive in June of that year and flooded in September
1973.

The Steiners were the builders of many homes including ours. Colonial Drive is a low point in the area
and there were 40 acres of drainage emptying into the pond they created to handie the water coming
down to us.

At that time, only one small squash pipe exited the water out of the pond into the storm drain on Walnut
Hill Rd. When the floods came in the fall of 1973, several homes had several feet of water in their family
rooms and garages. Additionally, the house at 106 Walnut Hill Road, flooded as well. Residents were
very upset, looking for lawyers and threatening to go to the press. Much time and discussion ensued.
Some "band aids" were tried that did help some but development around us continued to a total of 70
acres (from 40), now draining down to Colonial Drive.

Another heavy flooding occurred in 1975 and residents were furious. Letters to First Selectman Frank
Clark ultimately resulted in agreement between the Town, the builder, Steiner, and resident engineer
Dave Williamson, to install a second, bigger outflow pipe next to the squash pipe. These efforts only took
a few months to accomplish and lasted many years as long as the pipes were not clogged.

However, in 2009, the sewers were installed and created a multitude of drainage problems which have
resulted flooding once again ever since.

Last August 18, 2024, the excessive rain caused many houses on Colonial Drive to flood badly as the 2
pipes were insufficient to handle the rain and the flow of 70 acres of water draining down on Colonial
Drive.

The original second pipe in 1975 took only a few months to accomplish. It has already been 11 months
since the last major flood on Colonial Drive. | hope you will appropriate the funds needed for the
Engineering firm to give us relief here on Colonial Drive. We desperately need help.

With more and more water coming down to us, we need more ability for it to exit our shallow pond.
Thank you.

Henrik and Joy Kisling

9 Colonial Drive

Bethel, Ct.
203-748-6351




