Landscape Plan Comments 2026-08-07 (S.G. Public Works Bethel, CT)

(Addressing response E#4) There is no construction limit line on the engineering plans.
No existing trees or tree lines are shown on the survey and any exiting trees and
vegetation shown on the plan appears to be estimated. Trees to be removed or
protected must be clearly indicated on the plan.

Aerial views of the existing site show various trees that would need to be removed for
construction at the rear of the building where the new parking area is being
constructed. These trees, if over 18” caliper, must be approved for removal by the
commission.

Aerial views also show various trees on the north side of the building that if healthy,
may need to be preserved because they may be within 15 feet of construction activity.
Proximity of construction to existing healthy trees with a diameter of 18” or more may
require tree protection which must be clearly indicated on the plan, per Bethel Zoning
Regulations Article 6.1.D. Location of all trees on the property within 15’ of construction
shall be located by a Surveyor. Evaluation by an Arborist will determine health of any
existing trees to be removed or needing protection during construction.

In accordance with Wetland Regulation 4.4.3, we suggested in the previous round of
comments that the buffer along the edge of the parking area adjacent to the wetlands
be constructed to protect remaining wetlands and mitigate removed wetlands with a
denser planting of proposed materials. This does not appear to have been addressed.
With the amount of time needed to achieve mature size and the expected loss of initial
plantings within the first few years, proposed plantings may not achieve the effect
intended.

No solution has been provided for the empty area between the sidewalk and building. Is
it to receive a foundation planting, be filled with ornamental gravel or have another
treatment which is not yet indicated on the plan?

Additional screening for the loading zone abutting a residential zone per Section 6.1.H
of Bethel Zoning Regulations has not been addressed.

Per Bethel Zoning Regulations Article 6.1.G(3), parking areas adjacent to residential
zones shall be provided with screening of such dimensions that occupants of adjacent
structures (current or future) are not unreasonably disturbed, by day or night, by the
movement of vehicles. The current planting density provided at the front of the
property facing Turkey Plain Road does not address this issue. Furthermore, we cannot
determine from the plan set whether existing material will provide adequate screening
to the north and south of the site now or in the future.

Engineering Plan Comments 2026-08-07(S.G. Public Works Bethel, CT)

The plan, and response to our previous round of comments indicates that the curtain
drain location is approximate. Although this is acceptable for the moment, it is necessary
that the location where the pipe daylights (ie. The outfall) be specifically located for this
plan set.



e The response to the previous round of comments indicates that the tree protection
detail on engineering plans is to be utilized as necessary. Please be aware that Bethel’s
Zoning Regulation Article 6.1.D requires a tree protection plan showing all trees over 18”
caliper to be identified on plans as protected or requested for removal. Whether or not
these trees can be removed is to be determined by the Commission. A Surveyor must
locate these trees and an Arborist would have to determine the health of the individual
specimens. A tree location and removal plan should be provided in the set for this
purpose.



