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June 17, 2026 

Inland Wetlands Commission 
Planning and Zoning Commission 
Town of Bethel 
Clifford J. Hurgin Municipal Center 
1 School Street 
Bethel, CT 06801 

SLR Project No.: 141.14494.00018 

RE: Site Plan Application Review Comments 
16 Trowbridge Drive 
Bethel, Connecticut 

 
Dear Commission Members, 
 
SLR International Corporation (SLR) has reviewed application documents submitted to the 
Town of Bethel Inland Wetlands Commission and Planning and Zoning Commission (the 
“Commissions”) by James DiMeo, PE (the “Applicant”), for the application to construct building 
additions and site improvements at 16 Trowbridge Drive in Bethel, Connecticut.  
 
SLR has reviewed the following application documents submitted by the applicant, in 
accordance with the Town of Bethel Regulations, 2024 Connecticut Stormwater Quality 
Manual and 2024 Connecticut Guidelines for Erosion and Sediment Control, as well as general 
best management practices, as applicable: 

• Application for Planning and Zoning Commission permit  

• Zoning Location Survey prepared by All Seasons Land Surveying dated                
February 2, 2026. 

• Site plans including sheets 01 through 10 prepared by DiMeo Engineering dated         
May 15, 2026. 

• Engineering Report prepared by DiMeo Engineering dated May 12, 2026. 

• Elevations Drawing (Dwg No. 01.3) prepared by McCormack & Associates, LLC dated 
April 2, 2026.  

Based on our review of the application documents listed above, we offer the following 
comments for consideration by the Commission and the Applicant.  

1. The zoning location survey plan has been provided in digital (pdf) format without 
the signature and seal of a professional land surveyor licensed in the State of 
Connecticut. 

2. The limits of parking areas, driveway entrances, driveways and walkways shown on 
the zoning location survey plan do not match what is shown on the existing 
conditions site plan.  Zoning location survey plan note #11 states that large piles of 
snow were present at the time of the field survey, which may have obstructed 
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visibility, however the snow piles are not depicted on the survey plan and the 
survey is certified to T-2 accuracy.  The zoning location survey plan should 
accurately depict all locations of existing site features. 

3. The site plans show proposed site improvements in the southeast area of the 
property to be constructed within the 100-foot upland review area from offsite 
wetlands depicted/denoted as “Edge of water scaled off of the 2023 State Aerial 
Imagery”. There is an existing large ground depression shown on the site plans in 
this area between the east property line and edge of water which may contain 
wetlands, and if so, would result in the proposed improvements being located 
closer to wetlands than is depicted on the plans. 

4. It appears there is an existing storm drain culvert discharge from the Trowbridge 
Drive storm drain system onto the site in the northwest corner of the property.  The 
culvert should be shown on the site plans along with any wetlands associated with 
the culvert discharge channel. 

5. Provide a dumpster location with enclosure. 

6. Provide vehicle movements plan showing Town of Bethel aerial fire apparatus and 
the largest design vehicle anticipated for the site (tractor trailer truck?) 
maneuvering into, across and exiting the site. 

7. All existing and proposed building entrances should be shown on the site plan. 

8. The deferred parking plan (Sheet 10) must show 4 accessible parking spaces per 
ADA guidelines. 

9. Provide criteria used to determine the total of 14 proposed parking spaces will be 
adequate for the proposed business operations. 

10. The proposed evergreen trees should be planted inside the property line along 
Trowbridge Drive as necessary to prevent the mature trees from encroaching into 
the town right-of-way. 

11. The grading plan should be revised to eliminate filling within the town right-of-way. 

12. The close proximity of the proposed retaining wall to the south wall of the south 
building addition will limit future means for maintaining the retaining wall and 
building in this area within the property limits.  Also, storm drain inlets should be 
located in the area between the retaining wall and building. 

13. Spot grades should be added between the existing building and the south building 
addition showing the finished ground surface will be sloped away from building 
areas. Additional storm drain inlets may be required. 

14. Spot grades should be added to the proposed patio at the southeast corner of the 
property showing the patio sloped away from the building areas. 

15. Spot grades should be added along the gutter line of the proposed driveway 
entrances indicating a raised apron lip to maintain gutter flow along Trowbridge 
Drive. 

16. Driveway grades at the proposed southern driveway entrance may exceed a 10% 
slope. Regrading of this area is recommended to prevent an abrupt transition 
between the driveway and roadway. 
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17. Pavement grading just east of the central driveway will result in no pavement slope 
between drain inlet YD3 and drain inlet YD2. Regrading and/or additional drain inlets 
are required in this area.  

18. There is no pretreatment of stormwater runoff prior to entering the proposed 
underground chamber system. The 2024 CTDEEP Stormwater Quality Manual 
recommends pretreatment measures such as deep sump hooded catch basins and 
proprietary pretreatment devices prior to discharge into an underground infiltration 
system. 

19. Provide depths and/or elevations of the infiltration tests. 

20. The minimum soil cover elevation over the proposed underground chamber system 
is stated as 412.7. The northwest corner of the system appears to be below 
elevation 412.7. The proposed grading and/or the layout of the proposed 
underground chamber system should be revised to allow for the required minimum 
soil cover. 

21. The site plans and engineering report specify Cultec R-330XLHD chambers, but the 
construction details call for Cultec R-902HD chambers. The type of chamber 
should be shown consistently in the plans, report, and details. 

22. Provide a detail for the proposed outlet control structure.  

23. How will the outlet control wall for the proposed outlet control structure be 
constructed? The engineering report lists two 36” wide orifices, the lowest of which 
is 6” in height, while the second orifice is 36” tall by 36” wide and is 6” above the first 
orifice. This would result in just one 36” wide by 42” high orifice. The stormwater 
model should include the outlet control design parameters shown on the outlet 
control structure detail. 

24. An existing underground stormwater chamber system is included in the HydroCAD 
model but is not called out on the site plans. It appears that the existing chamber 
system is being removed under the proposed conditions and should be shown on 
the site demolition plan accordingly. 

25. Provide pipe capacity and hydraulic grade line calculations for all the proposed 
storm drainage conveyance system in accordance with the Town of Bethel Zoning 
Regulations Section 6.13.E.1.C.  Pipe sizes and types need to be shown on the site 
plan. 

26. Provide calculations for the sizing of the plunge pool at the outlet of the proposed 
underground chamber system and provide proposed bottom elevation of the 
plunge pool. 

27. Show location of proposed freestanding business sign on the site plan, if applicable. 

28. Anti-track pads should be shown for the full widths of all driveway entrances. 

29. Provide symbol or callout for inlet protection locations on the erosion and sediment 
control plan (Sheet 4). 

30. Show silt fence line around perimeter of proposed plunge pool. 
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31. The site lighting plan (Sheet 9) shows the proposed evergreen trees within 
Trowbridge Drive. 

32. Is any site lighting proposed behind the buildings and between the existing building 
and the south building addition? 

 

SLR recommends that the applicant provide written responses to the Commissions to address 
each of the review comments contained herein. Accordingly, revised and/or additional plans, 
reports and calculations should be submitted by the applicant for further review. 

If you should have any questions, please feel free to contact me directly. 

Regards, 

SLR International Corporation 

 

 

 
Todd D. Ritchie, PE, BCEE, CFM, REHS/RS    
Principal Civil Engineer      
tritchie@slrconsulting.com  
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