Bethel Police Commission

12 Judd Avenue
Bethel, CT 06801

Amy Mannion - Chairman

Mlnutes of Regular Meeting
3| Police Commission ¥
Bethel Pohce Department, 12 Judd Ave.
Wednesday, July 15, 2026, 6:00;pm

Attending: Patrick Morton, Tony Rubino, Kevin Cleary, Sean Ferguson, Chief Burnes, Deputy
Chief Libertini, Lt. Zavatsky, Lt. Cleary, First Selectman Dan Carter
Absent: Amy Mannion

Chairman Morton called the meeting at 6:00 pm

1. Public Comment:

Ann Huminski said that there are commercial trucks that park on Nashville Road that block the
view when turning left off South Street. She also said that she sees many people jay walking
downtown.

Paul Vaghi said that a painted crosswalk is needed on South Street near Parloa Park.

2. Review of past minutes:

The motion to approve the minutes from the June 18, 2026 Special meeting was made by
Comm. Cleary. Seconded by Comm. Rubino. Vote. All in favor, motion approved.

3. Budget Report:

Comptroller and Overtime Reports:

Chief Burnes noted that the numbers are as expected at the end of the fiscal year. The final
reports will be done in a month or so. There were no questions. The motion to accept the

Comptroller and Overtime reports was made by Comm. Rubino. Seconded by Comm. Cleary.
Vote. All in favor, motion approved.



4: Old Business:
Chief Burnes updated the commission on the following:

Flock Safety Update: There was supposed to be an online meeting to discuss the live cameras
but it was cancelled. Comm. Ferguson asked about sending out communications to the public
regarding them due to recent social media interest. Chief Burnes said when we start to make
progress on the project we can do that.

Animal Shelter: According to the last Public Site & Building Commission meeting, the SLR
assessment of properties found a possible viable option for a new building, which will be
reviewed. The animal shelter just had a state inspection and had many violations.

Women’s Locker Room: Companies will be contacted in the next few weeks to get quotes for
the renovation.

Stony Hill Road/Old Hawleyville Road Traffic Arrows: Lt. Zavatsky wrote a detailed letter with
accident statistics to the Connecticut Dept. of Transportation requesting a comprehensive
traffic engineering review and intersection improvements. He is waiting for a response.
Spring Hill Road: Lt. Zavatsky spoke with the resident and there is currently a Selective
Enforcement happening on the road.

Traffic Concerns Letter to Town Engineer Update: There was a response from the Town
Engineer and he said they are working on the issues.

5. New Business:

Monthly Reports, UCR: It was noted that traffic stops are up. Comm. Rubino had a question
regarding a stop.
Calls For Service Half-year Statistics: The report compares calls for service from the first half-
year of 2024, 2025, and 2026. Chief Burnes noted that most crimes are trending down so far
this year.
iBité Plan Review-Seventh-Day Adventist Church: The churchis Iookmg to expand and add,more
parking. Lt. Zavatsky did not find any potential traffic issues. The motion to accept Lt: . iy
Zavatsky’s recommendation was made by Comm. Cleary. Seconded by Comm. Rubino. VoA:e
All in favor, motion approved.

6. Correspondence:

Letters from BFD Chief McAllister commending officers on fire scenes were received. Fr. Corey
wrote a letter of thanks to Sgt. Robinson for his participation in St. Mary Church’s 250
Anniversary of the U.S. concert. A Thank you from Lexington Meadows to Sgt. Robinson and
Penny for their participation in their LMA250 ceremony was received.



7. Chief’s Report:
Personnel Update:

Chief Burnes told the commissioners of several personnel changes, including the promotion of
Lt. Whaley and Sgt. May assuming the Detective Sgt. position. She also noted that there are 2
officers out on injury, 1 still on administrative leave, and 3 of the new officers are on their
own.

8. Executive Session:

The motion to enter Executive Session to discuss the Chief’s search, inviting Dan Carter, was
made by Comm. Ferguson at 6:34. Seconded by Comm. Rubino. Vote. All in favor, motion
approved. Comm. Morton made a motion to end Executive Session at 6:55.

The motion to enter Executive Session to interview a new candidate, inviting Chief Burnes and
Deputy Chief Libertini, was made by Comm. Rubino at 6:56. Seconded by Comm. Morton.
Vote. All in favor, motion approved. Comm. Morton made a motion to end Executive Session
at 7:21.

Comm. Cleary made a motion, which was seconded by Comm. Morton, to offer employment
as a Bethel Police Officer to Kevin Decastro, conditional upon available openings in the
Department within the next 90 days, contingent on a satisfactory background investigation,
and such other standard and regular requirements of the State of Connecticut and the Town of
Bethel. Vote, all in favor, motion approved.

9. Commissioner’s Comments:

There were no comments.

The motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Comm. Cleary at 7:30 pm. Seconded by
Comm. Rubino. Vote, all in favor, motion approved.

Respectfully submitted,
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Linda Kavallines, Recording Secretary



