
June 5th, 2026

Dear Bethel
First Selectman's Update

Hurricane and Storm Prep
Hurricane season began on June 1st and continues
through November 30th. While NOAA predicts a
quieter season, when the forecast is wrong, the season
is usually worse, not quieter. Town leadership met
with Eversource this week to discuss storm response.
While the town prepares for hurricanes and summer
storms, residents should prepare. Sign up for
Emergency alerts from the Town of Bethel at:
https://bethel-ct.gov/subscribe, download the
CTPrepares App at https://portal.ct.gov/ctprepares,
sign up for Eversource Power Outage Alerts, and
checkout the state’s DPH Hurricane page. 

Paving
Our Highway crews have been working hard to replace
catch basins in preparation for paving in the vicinity of
Taylor Rd. We had a schedule to begin paving pave next
week, but it has been delayed to the week of June 15th.
The following roads will be paved: Roberts Drive, Old
Lantern Drive North, Taylor Road (from Plumtrees Rd to
Dodgingtown Rd), Eastbrook Court, and Settlers Road.
Please remember the schedule can change due to
weather and our paving contractor. Please keep a lookout
for our crews and slow down.

Nextdoor
Residents that utilize the Nextdoor social media platform
can now follow the Town of Bethel page for important
updates and announcements. https://bit.ly/bethel-
nextdoor

NJROTC Karaoke night
The Bethel High School NJROTC JLAB Academic Team
are going to Nationals! They are having karaoke event
today, June 5th from 5 pm to 7 pm at the BHS cafeteria
to raise fund for the trip. Any help to send these great
kids to Nationals will be appreciated! Please see click
HERE to donate.

Annual Pipe Blowout
Starting Monday, June 8, the Bethel Water Department is
kicking off its 2026 hydrant flushing program. Think of it
as a six-week spa treatment for our water system—
essential for keeping your water quality top-notch and
our fire protection ready for action. Check your water
color before jumping in the shower or starting a load of
whites. Unless you’re aiming for a rusty tie-dye look,
avoid washing clothes or using hot water if things look
off. If your water comes out discolored, don't panic. Just
run the cold tap in your bathtub or an outdoor spigot until
it runs crystal clear. You might also notice some
temporary mood swings with your water pressure. It’ll
pass! We will be updating a street-by-street schedule on
our website every single week. The schedule will change,
but we will do our best to keep customers informed.

Street Sweeping
Despite last winter’s historic snowfall requiring an
immense amount of sand and having only one sweeper,
our crews are making significant progress. That said, we
are looking forward to being ready for future harsher-
than-normal winters by actively pricing out a backup
sweeper, a seasonal lease, or help from a third party to
prevent equipment delays. We are also evaluating a safe
increase to our salt-to-sand ratio or alternative material
mixes (like liquid brine) to reduce spring debris while
remaining mindful of protecting our local aquifers and
wells. Thank you for your patience as our crew works
hard to finish up the remaining neighborhoods and build a
more resilient operation!

Hazardous Waste Drop-Off in Bethel
Don’t miss the Household Hazardous Waste Drop-Off
Day tomorrow, June 6th from 9 am to 1 pm at Bethel
High School! It is super easy and they remove the items
from your car for you. Check out what you can and can’t
dispose of at https://hrra.org/household-hazardous-
waste.

Troop 71 Car Wash
Troop 71 is having a Car Wash Fundraiser behind the
Town Hall tomorrow, June 6th from 10 am to 2 pm. Enter
on the CVS side of the building. Stop by and support a
group that does so much community service for our town
and help keep the Troop going strong!
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Have a great weekend!

Shoutouts
Congrats to Bethel Public Schools Director of Instructional
Technology, Donna Burns, who received the 2026
Connecticut Association of Schools Librarians'
Administrators Award! The award recognizes Donna’s
efforts to improve media services through encouragement
and adequate funding for program maintenance and
improvement.

A huge shoutout to our Bethel PD members who carried
the Flame of Hope through Bethel today on leg three of
the 2026 Law Enforcement Torch Run for Special
Olympics Connecticut! Thank you for being champions for
acceptance and inclusion for people with intellectual
disabilities in Bethel and beyond! Learn more about
Special Olympics Connecticut at
https://www.soct.org/event-calendar/law-enforcement-
torch-run. Take a moment and watch the video!

A shoutout for the Wildcats shutout against Windsor this
week! Wildcat Baseball advances to the state quarterfinals
tomorrow, June 6th at 2 pm at home against Xavier! Go
Wildcats!

Congrats Vicky Dembeck for achieving All-State for bethel
Softball! This is the first All-State for Bethel Softball since
2016! Way to go!

Congratulations Wildcats Boys Outdoor Track & Field
Team for winning the state championship this week! You
have all worked so hard this season!

A huge shoutout to Coach Yvonne Grimes who has been
named the Connecticut High School Coaches Association
Coach of The Year! Coach Grimes was also recognized as
the SWC Outstanding Coach for 2026 last month. She has
certainly done so much for our community and we are
GRATEFUL!

June 12  to 14thth

Don’t forget the first Food Truck Friday of the season on
Friday, June 12th from 5 pm to 8 pm on the Town Hall
Lawn! Billy Michael and Company will be providing the
music and Taco Road Trip, The Coop, Rich's Wings &
Things, Dish It Right Here, Smash Bros, and Jesse’s ice
Cream will satisfy our summer hunger! Of course, don’t
forget to go options from local Bethel eateries!

The Annual Family Summer Kickoff is back on June 12th
from 5 pm to 8 pm at the BHS Track and Football Field!
Brought to us by the Bethel Education Foundation. Get
tickets and support Bethel schools at
https://www.betheledfoundation.org/family-summer-
kick-off.html

Don’t miss the Annual Tag Sale at First Congregational
Church of Bethel, 46 Main St., on Saturday, June 13th
from 9 am to 4 pm. Visit
https://www.firstchurchbethel.org/ for info.

Plumtrees School Presents an “Old Time Spelling Bee” on
Saturday. June 13th at 11 am on the Town Hall lawn in
Celebration of America's 250th Founding! Ages 8 to 12
are welcome with a $5 entry. Register HERE. Come
support our young spellers as we celebrate 250 years of
American spirit!

Celebrate the 250th Birthday of the Declaration of
Independence on the Town Hall lawn on June 13th from
10 am to 3 pm. Learn about Bethel’s history, tour town
landmarks, meet revolutionary war rea-enactors, enjoy
children’s activities, and engage in interactive
experiences! Learn more at https://bethel-
ct.gov/bethel250.

Celebrate Flag Day with the Bethel Winter Guard Flag
Day 5K on Sunday, June 14th, at 8 am at the School
Campus! This event “brings together fitness, patriotism,
and the performing arts for a one-of-a-kind event full of
spirit and pride!” Best of all, you can support the Bethel
Winter Guard program! Visit
https://runsignup.com/Race/CT/Bethel/BWGFlagDay5K
for info and registration.

Movies on the Mound
Mark your calendar for “Movies on the Mound” featuring
“The Sandlot” at Mitchel Park on Wednesday, June 24th!
Gates open at 6:30 pm and the movie begins at dusk. The
event is hosted by the Bethel Wildcats 7U and 9U travel
teams and admission is only $10 and includes popcorn.
The concession stand is also open. Don’t forget to grab
your blankets and chairs for this awesome summer event!
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