
June 26th, 2026

Dear Bethel
First Selectman's Update

EV Chargers
Our new EV chargers have been installed at the train
station, in the Depot Place parking lot, and on the east
side of the Town Hall. Chargers at Bethel High School will
be installed next week. We are working to have them
commissioned ASAP.

Main Street Project
There has been some confusion about our Downtown
Bethel Main Street Pedestrian Safety and Connectivity
Improvements Project, which we were awarded
$846,400 to complete. This project addresses two
intersections and sidewalks on Main Street, not
Greenwood Ave. We expect our first community
outreach meetings this fall and construction projected to
be complete in July 2028.

School Campus
Now that school is out, more residents walk on the school
campus. Please be respectful of this amazing asset to our
community! Please pick up and properly dispose of dog
waste. Please remember motorized bikes are not allowed
on the fields.

Water Conservation
Bethel Water Customers: While Bethel is in great shape
with the new Bergstrom well and treatment plant, water
conservation is still extremely important! A schedule of
twice weekly irrigation proved to save water for essential
services, such as health and fire protection, while
maintaining the health of lawns and landscapes. Bethel
customers with an address that ends with an even
number or 0 are asked to use sprinklers on Sundays and
Wednesdays. Customers with addresses ending with odd
numbers or a property without an address should sprinkle
on Saturdays and Tuesdays. Please do not water between
9 am and 6 pm to avoid evaporation loss. For more water
conservation tips, visit https://bethel-ct.gov/water-
conservation.

Property Purchase
We are pleased to announce a proposal for the Town of
Bethel to purchase 108 acres of property along Codfish
Hill Rd for $3 million. This is a huge opportunity for the
town to protect a large piece of land from development
that will connect Wolfpit Preserve and Huntington State
Park. The Planning and Zoning Commission gave a
positive review of the purchase this week, which will be
referred by the Board of Selectmen to the Board of
Finance for approval. Expect a Special Town Meeting in
August and a machine referendum, tentatively scheduled
on September 1st.We are working alongside conservation
partners, including the Bethel Land Trust, to secure open
space funding from the state and Highlands Act funding
from the federal government to recoup most of the
town's investment in the property and properly conserve
the land. Stay tuned for updates.

Public Hearing
Don’t forget the public hearing on changes to ordinances
next Wednesday, July 1st at 6:30pm in Meeting Room A
at Town Hall. The most important changes are updates to
our blight and rental housing chapters, along with
improvements to our citation hearing ordinance to give
the town more enforcement capability along with
ensuring a fair appeal process for residents. The proposed
changes are available at https://bethel-ct.gov/2026-
public-hearing and residents can email the Board of
Selectmen with comments at publichearing@bethel-
ct.gov. We are still uploading “redline” changes to the
ordinances to make it easier to view changes, so check
back frequently.

Tunnel 2 Towers
Don’t miss the Tunnel to Towers Concert tomorrow, June
27th at 4 pm on the Town Hall Lawn. Lost Rebel and
Nashville Drive will be providing the tunes. This is a
precursor event for the annual Tunnel to Towers Bethel
5K Run & Walk this Sunday, June 27th at the Bethel High
School Football Field (200 Whittlesey Drive). Opening
ceremonies begin at 8:30 am. For information and
registration, visit https://runwalkbethel.t2t.org/.
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Have a great weekend!

Pirates and Pirate Hunters
On Monday, June 29 at 6:30 pm, set sail for the final
event in BPL's celebrating 250 series! New England
Pirates During the Revolution will explore the history of
the pirates and pirate hunters of New England during the
Golden Age of Piracy. Visit
https://bethellibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/ne
w-england-pirates-during-the-revolution/ to sign up!

Clothing Drive
Don’t miss Bethel Winter Guard Clothing Drive
Fundraiser - Summer clothing drive tomorrow, June 27th
at the Bethel Big Y parking lot near the bank from 12 pm
to 2 pm. Please bring gently used clothing, linens, purses,
shoes, accessories, small stuffed toys, and etc. in garbage
bags. If you are unable to drop off items, email
bethelwinterguardct@gmail.com.

Table Talks
Table Talks will meet on the evening of Tuesday, June
30th at Town Hall in Meeting Room A from 6 pm to 7:30
pm. They will discuss: Who is Abraham/Ibrahim in the
Jewish and Islamic traditions? How do the stories about
him and his family compare in the Torah and Qur'an?
Everyone is welcome!

Shoutouts
Congrats to our own Byrd’s Books for winning “Best Local
Independent Bookstore in Fairfield County” from CT
Insider! Also, Where’s Waldo 2026 kicks off on July 1st
and passports are available at https://byrdsbooks.com/!

Thank you to the Bethel Garden Club for all you did this
week to clean up the Gazebo! It looks amazing!

Congrats Drew Luchsinger who has been named Bethel
High School’s first ever USA Lacrosse Academic All
American. Only 17 were chosen in CT this year!

Thank you to the Bethel Senior Center Quilting Group
who presented a beautiful America 250 quilt to the Town
to commemorate the anniversary! It will be proudly
displayed in Town Hall soon. Looking for an opportunity
to learn the quilting craft and make friends? Call the
Bethel Senior Center at (203) 792-3048!

A big shoutout and thanks to Quilts of Valor and Cotton
Candy Fabrics in Brookfield for recognizing Sgt. Jared
Robinson from the Bethel PD for his military service!
Check out the next Quilts of Valor Monthly Meetup on
Tuesday, July 14th

Time Capsule
On Sunday, June 28th the Lexington Meadows Condo
Association (1314 Lexington Blvd) is having an America
250 “Time Capsule Interment” ceremony at 11 am. Feel
free to stop by!

Town Hall and the Bethel Public Library will be closed on Friday July 3, but the Transfer Station
will be open from 7 am to 12 pm.

Bethel Public Library and the Transfer Station will be closed on Saturday, July 4th.
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