Dear Bethel

First Selectman's Update
June 19th, 2026

Connectivity Grant

We are happy to announce that Bethel was awarded
$846,400 for our Downtown Bethel Main Street
Pedestrian Safety and Connectivity Improvements Project
from the state’s Community Connectivity Grant Program
(CCGP) Awards. This part of the project will involve
reconstructing two key intersections (Main/Wooster and
Main/Chestnut) and build ADA-compliant sidewalks to
connect them. Stay tuned.

When Thunder Roars, Go Indoors!

Next week, June 21st to June 27th, is Lightning Safety
Awareness Week. On average, 20 people die each
year from lightning strikes, and in most of these cases,
victims were only steps away from safety. There is no
safe place outside when thunderstorms are in the area.
If you hear thunder, you are likely within striking
distance of the storm. Seek out a lightning-safe
buildings (one with plumbing and wiring such as a
home, school, church, office building, or recreation
center) or an enclosed metal vehicle such as a hard-
topped car, minivan, bus, truck, etc. Keep up on local
Bethel weather at https://ctweather.com/bethel/
which receives information from the weather station
at Bethel Town Hall. On the site you will also see live
lightning_ detection from Town Hall. For more on
lightning safety and really great lightning photos,
check out https://www.weather.gov/safety/lightning-
safety.

Tax Bills

From the Tax Collector: Bills for the 2025 Grand List will
be mailed on Monday, June 22nd and are available and
payable online at https://bethel-ct.gov/depts-tax-
collector. Note that return envelopes are addressed to
Woburn, MA, which our bank's processing location. Bills
can be paid in person at Town Hall Monday through
Wednesday, 8 am to 4:30 pm; Thursday, 8 am to 6 pm;
and Friday, 8 am to 12 pm. Residents may also pay in
person at the Dolan Plaza or Stony Hill Newtown Savings
locations in Bethel; please remember to bring your bill
stub. Bills are due on July 1st, but residents have until
August 3rd to pay before any interest or charges are
added.

P&Z Hearings

The Planning and Zoning Commission will hold public
hearings on Tuesday, June 23rd at 7 pm in Town Hall
Meeting Room D for 81 Stony Hill Rd. (Special Permit,
Animal Hospital), 180 Old Hawleyville Rd., Unit 7 (Special
Permit, Dog Grooming), Text Amendment changes to
Chapter 118 Zoning regulations (Sections 2.2, 3.2, 4.3,
5.6.5.7,5.11, and 6.2, and adding new sections 5.13,
6.12), and a Zone Change to adopt Traffic Mitigation
Overlay Zone. Learn more at https://bethel-ct.gov/2026-
zoning or check out the Pending Applications page at
https://bethel-ct.gov/pending-applications.

CT Property Tax Reform

The Citizen's Assembly on Property Tax Reform is a
statewide civic initiative that is bringing together
Connecticut residents to study, discuss, and develop
recommendations on one of the state's most important
public policy challenges. Through a civic lottery process,
110 participants were randomly selected to reflect the
geographic, demographic, and socioeconomic diversity of
Connecticut. Learn more about the process and how you
can add to this important conversation, at https://ct-
citizens-assembly.org/.

#LoCoolGov

Calling all Bethel middle and high schoolers! Win a $1,000
scholarship and a VIP invitation to a live gubernatorial
debate just by showing off what makes our town great!
The Connecticut Conference of Municipalities (CCM) is
looking for your creativity in the 2026 #LoCoolGov Youth
Scholarship contest. Just answer one question: What is
cool about local government? Express your ideas: film a
two-minute video, write a poem, submit a photograph,
paint a picture, or design a multimedia project. You can
work completely on your own or team up with up to two
friends. Submissions are due by Tuesday, September 15,
2026. Find all the details and apply here:
https://www.ccm-ct.org/Member-
Benefits/Events/2026-CCM-Convention/-LoCoolGov-
Youth-Scholarship-2026.
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Summer Solstice Drum Circle

Share in rhythm & community tomorrow, June 20th at
the Summer Solstice Drum Circle from 3 pm to 4:30 pm
at Town Hall. All ages welcome! They have some
percussion instruments available to borrow, and feel free
to bring your own. Be creative! If you haven't
experienced a drum circle, this is a great opportunity. A
$5 donation suggested to cover the facility costs.

Dog Licenses

June is Dog Licensing month! Dog Licensing is a
requirement by the State of Connecticut for dogs 6
months and older and issued through the Town Clerk's
Office in person, by mail, or dropbox. A current rabies
certificate is required. Licenses are available all year long,
but late charges are imposed after June 30th. Learn more
at https://bethel-ct.gov/licenses.

Make Music Day Bethel

This Sunday, June 21st is Make Music Day Bethel and is
part of the world’s largest annual music event in over
1,000 cities across the globe! Over 20 local musicians are
playing amazing music around town and it's free! Check
out the lineup of artists and locations at
https://makemusicday.org/bethel/listings/artists.

Movies on the Mound

Don't forget “Movies on the Mound” featuring “The
Sandlot” at Mitchel Park on Wednesday, June 24th! Gates
open at 6:30 pm and the movie begins at dusk. The event
is hosted by the Bethel Wildcats 7U and 9U travel teams
and admission is only $10 and includes popcorn. The
concession stand is also open. Don't forget to grab your
blankets and chairs for this awesome summer event!

Winter Guard Clothing Drive

Bethel Winter Guard his hosting a summer clothing drive
on Saturday, June 27th at the Bethel Big Y parking lot
near the bank from 12 pm to 2 pm. The truck leaves at 2
pm, so don't miss it! Please, bring gently used clothing,
linens, purses, shoes, accessories, small stuffed toys, and
etc. in garbage bags. If you are unable to drop off items,
email bethelwinterguardct@gmail.com. The Winter Guard
will receive a donation for the weight they collect, so
everyone wins!

Food Truck Friday

Join your friends and neighbors for our next Food Truck
Friday on June 26th from 5 pm to 8 pm! Featuring: music
by Lost Rebel. What better day to have an FTF than on
National Food truck Day! Our line-up includes Phen Thai
Kitchen, Dish it Right Here, Smash Bros, The Chamo,
Jesse’s Ice Cream Truck, and Wild Sips. Of course, there
are plenty of local eateries with amazing to go options.
Join us on the Town Hall lawn for a fun night of food and
music!

Shoutouts

The Bethel High School Navy Junior ROTC team earned
2nd place in the nation at the prestigious JROTC
Leadership & Academic Bowl (JLAB) Championship! Only
the top 2% of JROTC programs nationwide advanced to
the JLAB Championship. Congrats Cadets Adhwaitha
Devasani, Avni Shah, Joey Sacchinelli, and Toshan
Bhattacharya!

Congrats to the Bethel High School athletes on their
fantastic performances in the State Championship
Decathlon! Way to go Vincent Tan who finished 6th and
won All State, Connor Clayton finished 8th, and George
Anastasakis finished 15th!

Thank you, Bethel Volunteer Fire Department, Stony Hill
Volunteer Fire Department, Bethel PD, and mutual aid
firefighters, from neighboring towns for another great
response and save of a local building in Bethel this week!
We are grateful for your service and sacrifice for our
community!

Congratulations to the Bethel Highschool Class of 2026!
We wish you endless success, deep happiness, and a
wonderful journey as you find your path!

Have a great weekend!

wr—
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