Dear Bethel

First Selectman's Update
July 3rd, 2026

Ordinance Changes

The Board of Selectmen held a public hearing this week
regarding proposed changes to some of our ordinances.
All in attendance supported the town improving blight
enforcement and some shared examples highlighting their
frustration with how difficult enforcement has been.
However, the two primary concerns about the blight
ordinance were that we are creating additional rules
without enforcing current ones, and that our fine
structure appears aggressive and tying it to the state
maximum could adversely affect some property owners
for small violations.

The goal of the changes to our blight ordinance is to make
it easier for the town to enforce violations by clarifying
the process and allowing the enforcement officer to
initiate investigations. It is important to note that other
changing ordinances will work in conjunction with the
blight ordinance. The citation hearing ordinance improves
the process for residents to appeal a violation and the
fees ordinance pulls fees out of other parts of the Town
Code, requiring the Board of Selectmen to create a fee
schedule and hold a public hearing each time it is
updated. Please check out the proposed changes to our
ordinances at https://bethel-ct.gov/2026-public-hearing.
Email publichearing@bethel-ct.com with questions or
comments by 4 pm on July 21st.

Paving

Look out for traffic detours around South Street over the
next two weeks for milling and paving!

Office Hours

The next Office Hours is on Monday, July 13th from 4:30
pm to 6 pm at Town Hall in the First Selectman Office.
This is a great opportunity to stop by with questions or
concerns. If the time isn't convenient, please make an
appointment by emailing firstselectman@bethel-ct.gov or
calling 203-794-8540.

America 250 Bethel

While all eyes are on the America's 250th this week, this
was also an important week in Bethel history. 171 years
ago, this week on June 29th, 1855 the State Legislature
passed a resolution allowing Bethel to separate from
Danbury, upon ratification by two-thirds of Bethel
electors. That meeting happened on July 2nd, 1855 in the
basement of the First Congregational Church in Bethel
where electors approved the separation. A town meeting
was held two weeks later for the election of Bethel's
officers on July 16th. Our Honorary Poet Laureate,
Hanna Lipman, has written a poem for America 250 that
touches on some of Bethel's history. In addition to
composing poems for special events and occasions, the
Honorary Poet Laureate is asked to use the title to
expand the community’s knowledge of literature and
poetry. Thank you, Hanna, for your poem.
https://www.bethelgrapevine.com/articles/poetry-
corner---america-250-from-these-hills.

Firecracker 8k

Look out downtown for runners in the 60th Annual John
Demille Firecracker 8K Road Race tomorrow, July 4th.
The race kicks off at 8 am in front of Town Hall, so please
look out for runners warming up before the race and
expect delays downtown for a few hours. Learn more
about the route or participate at
https://runsignup.com/Race/CT/Bethel/JohnDemilleFire
cracker8KRoadRace. Registration ends at 7 am tomorrow.

Craft Summerfest and PD Car Show

If you are looking for something to do after tomorrow's
celebrations, visit the Town Hall Lawn this Sunday, July
5th! First, the Craft Summerfest has a ton of treasures on
sale between 11 am and 5 pm. Beginning at 2 pm, the 4th
annual Bethel Police Car show is back with amazing cars,
great food, and live music from Lost Rebel until 6 pm!
100% of the car show proceeds go to The Scotty Fund.
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Blue Moon Raptors

The Bethel Library is going wild this Monday, July 6th.
First, at 3:30 pm the library will host Blue Moon Raptors
for The Secret Lives of Owls in the Bethel Municipal
Center Multi-purpose room. Visit
https://bethellibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/sec

ret-lives-of-owls/. At 6 pm, CT DEEP Master
Conservationist Ginny Apple will talk about Connecticut's
black bears and how we can safely share the landscape
with these fascinating animals. Visit
https://bethellibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/bla
ck-bears/.

Food Truck Friday

Our next Food Truck Friday is next Friday, July 10th from
5 pm to 8 pm on the Town Hall lawn. Mental Health will
be playing and the Food Truck lineup looks fantastic:
Taco Road Trip, The Coop, Phen Thai Kitchen, Dish It
Right Here, Smash Bros, Szabo's Seafood, and The Chamo
are on hand, along with Jesse's Ice Cream and Wild Sips
bringing the sweet touch. If the weather is an issue, we
will make a decision by noon and leave a message on the
cancellation Line 203-794-8502.

Giant Tag Sale

St. Thomas' Church is hosting their Giant Tag Sale on July
10th & 11th and July 17th & 18th. Search for treasures,
including household items, jewelry, framed art, vintage
and Xmas items, toys, and crafts. St. Thomas's Church is
across from Caraluzzi's downtown.

The Revolution Race

Steep Endurance, who hosts of our annual Turkey Trot,
has a new race debuting next Saturday, July 11th, at
Putnam Park at 8 am titled, The Revolution. Putnam Park,
also known as Connecticut's Valley Forge, is the oldest
public park in Connecticut and commemorates the
Revolutionary War winter encampment that took place
there in 1778-1779. As a tribute to the signing date of
the Declaration of Independence, the race will take place
on a 1.776-mile loop in the western side of the park.
Runners will have a 3-hour, 6-hour, or 12-hour option to
see how many times they can complete the loop. Learn
more and register at
https://steependurance.com/event/trail-running-
race/the-revolution/.

Shoutouts

A huge shoutout to Hollandia Nurseries and Gardens for
winning Best of Fairfield County and Best of Connecticut
2026 from CT Insider! Congrats to everyone at Hollandia
and thanks for all you do for Bethel!

Cast of The Wedding Singer: It is great to hear you
practicing at Town Hall and you all sound amazing! The
show will be fantastic: July 24th at 7 pm and July 25th at
2 pmand 7 pm at BHS!

What do Ruby Ackerman, who is studying Health
Sciences at Utica University, Ellie Gusitsch, studying
Kinesiology and Exercise Science at Central Connecticut
State University, and Brooke Lacey, studying Marketing
at Saint Francis University have in common? They are all
from Bethel and back from school helping the Bethel
Youth Lacrosse program host a Girls Lax Clinic for 5th -
8th graders from July 13th through 15th. Thank you for
taking the time to pass on your experience and inspire
young girls to embrace this wonderful sport!

Of course, the final shoutout this week: Happy Birthday
America!

Bethel Public Library and the Transfer Station will be closed tomorrow, July 4th.

Have a great weekend!
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