Dear Bethel

First Selectman's Update
July 17th, 2026

Open Space Purchase

The Board of Finance approved the purchase of the 108-
acre parcel off of Codfish Hill Rd. The Board of Selectmen
will meet next week to set the date for a Town Meeting
for August 19th at 7 pm in the Bethel Middle School
Auditorium. (Sorry for the typo in the last update!) If
approved at the Town Meeting, there will be a machine
referendum tentatively scheduled for September 1st.

The 108-acre parcel is a significant opportunity, not only
due to its size, but the location. The parcel essentially
connects Wolfpits Preserve with Huntington State Park.
Altogether, with properties owned by Aquarion Water,
there will be over 2,100 acres of preserved land. Once
the town purchases the property, our plan is to work with
the Bethel Land Trust and others to secure grant funding

for the land trust to purchase the property from the town.

Click HERE for a map of the property to be acquired and
mark your calendars for the Town Meeting on August
19th.

Paving

Look out for raised structures on South Street this
weekend! Milling took place today and structures should
be marked, so please slow down. Paving is scheduled to
begin this Monday, July 20th and may take a few days.

Bethel Library Hiring

The Bethel Public Library is hiring two year-round part
time positions. Hours include mornings, evenings, and
weekends. Check out
https://www.bethellibrary.org/hiring/ for more
information.

Water Fees Public Hearing

A hearing regarding changes to water fees (not rates) will
take place on Tuesday, June 21st at 6:30 pm in Meeting
Room A. The public hearing regarding changes to Sewer
Fees next Tuesday has been cancelled and will likely be
rescheduled for early August. Visit https://bethel-
ct.gov/2026-public-hearing for more information.

Teen Vaping

1.6 million U.S. kids vape. Help your teen quit vaping.
Yale has a new research study for students 12 to 19 years
old that utilizes a new app. No in-person visits. For info,
text “Quit Vape” to 203-361-4267 or visit www.Kick-
Nic.com. Thank you, Bethel Health Department, and

Events Tomorrow

The final Day for St. Thomas' Church Giant Tag Sale is
tomorrow, July 18th from 9 am to 2 pm. Search for
treasures, including household items, jewelry, framed art,
vintage and Xmas items, toys, and crafts. St. Thomas's
Church is across from Caraluzzi's downtown.

Looks like there will be a good turnout for Kickball
Kickback tomorrow, July 18th at 9 am at Kissling Field.
They are planning to start at 9 am to beat the afternoon
weather.

Unfortunately, the latest weather forecast is calling for
severe thunderstorms and damaging winds tomorrow
afternoon, making it unsafe to hold our outdoor activities
for the Shop & Stroll tomorrow, July 18th, including the
kids' zone, street vendors, artisan market, and community
yoga. Some of the participating businesses are still open
for Shop & Stroll between 11 am and 4 pm including
Byrd’'s Books, Farmers insurance, St Thomas' Tag sale,
The Toy room. Hello Sunshine. And Katie Bassett Studio.
Take shelter if severe weather is in the area.

Juggling Show

On Wednesday, July 22 at 3:30 PM, join Jester Jim at the
Library for a silly, high-energy juggling show the whole
family will love! Expect music, props, laughs, surprises,
and audience participation! Visit
https://bethellibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/jug
gling-show/ to sign up!

The Wedding Singer

Tickets are available for the ERA/Parks and Rec
production of The Wedding Singer for July 24th at 7 pm
and July 25th at 2 pm and 7 pm at BHS! These students
are really talented, so come on out and enjoy a great
show for $18.
https://ticketpeak.com/go/bethelparkandrec/events.
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Where's Waldo

If you haven’t found Waldo, there are a few weeks left!
Look for Waldo in 25 businesses all over Bethel from until
Friday, July 31st. Waldo Hunters get a stamp on their
passports when they find Waldo hiding in each of the
business. The more stamps, the more chances for prizes!
The event culminates with an outdoor celebration on
Saturday July 31st at 4:00pm. Goodie bags are available
for the first 50 Waldo Hunters who attend. Learn more at
https://byrdsbooks.com/

Food Truck Friday

The next Food Truck Friday is Friday, July 24th from 5
pm to 8 pm on the Town Hall lawn. Rustic Fusion will be
providing the tunes. Taco Road Trip, The Coop, Rich’s
Wings & Things, Dish It Right Here, and Smash Bros will
be there with amazing food. Phen Thai Kitchen will be
there with drinks and Bella’s Hope will be back with their
lemonade stand. Of course, Jesse's Ice Cream and Wild
Sips will be there to satisfy our sweet cravings. If the
weather is an issue, we will make a decision by noon and
leave a message on the cancellation Line 203-794-8502.

BEF Beer Fest

The annual Bethel Beer Fest to benefit the Bethel
Education Foundation is coming up on Saturday, August
1st on the Town Hall lawn from 3 pm to 6 pm! VIPs can
show up at 2 pm for an extra hour of tasting and a gift to
take home. Tickets selling quickly at
https://www.bethelctbeerfest.com/. Support one of the
biggest fundraisers of the year for BEF. If you don’t drink
beer, Designated Driver tickets are available!

Summer Concert Series

Mark your calendars for the Summer Concert Series on
Sundays in August from 6 pm to 8 pm on the Town Hall
lawn. Bring your chairs & blankets. There are no food
trucks, so pick up something from one of our local
eateries or pack a picnic basket. Our music line-up: 8/2Y
Not?, 8/9 Kenn Morr Band. 8/16 Exit 9, 8/23 Bethel Big
Band, 8/20 Cross Purpose.

Shoutouts

A shoutout to the Chamber of Commerce and Bethel
Economic Development! You have put a ton of work into
the Shop & Stroll! Despite the forecast, it will be a good
day!

A shoutout to the teen campers! Sorry you missed your
scavenger hunt this year. It sounds like you are still having
an amazing summer!

A big shoutout to our Bethel founders! Yesterday, July
16th, was the 171st anniversary of Bethel’s first election.
In 1855, our town's founders met in the basement of the
First Congregational Church on Main Street to elect our
leaders. In May 1865, a gale of wind toppled the spire on
the church and damaged building. Later that year, the
building was moved to the west of where the current
church sits and sold to the town and used for a town hall.
The current Congregational Church was built where it
currently stands. If you drive by the old town hall, which
is called the Second Meeting House, take a moment to
check out the building where our founders voted to
separate from Danbury and elected our first Town
officers! Visit https:.//www.bethelhistoricalsociety.com/
for more Bethel History.

Thanks Bethel Police for the reminder that residents can
use the Safe Exchange zone in your parking lot!Meeting
in a public place is the safest way to buy, exchange, or sell
items via online platforms. We welcome you to use our
spaces located on the right side of our parking lot for
such purposes. Don't sell anything illegal.

Look out for severe weather tomorrow!

Have a great weekend!

wr—
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