Dear Bethel

First Selectman's Update
July 10th, 2026

Open Space Purchase

The Board of Selectmen recommended the purchase of
the 108-acre parcel off of Codfish Hill Rd. to the Board of
Finance. Our plan is for the Town of Bethel to acquire the
property to allow time for the Town, Bethel Land Trust,
and other conservation partners the time to apply for
funds from the state and federal government. We are
working on an agreement with the Bethel Land trust for a
future transaction transferring the property to the Bethel
Land Trust and recouping the Town's investment when
the grant funds are available. If the purchase is approved
by the Board of Finance, there will be a town meeting on
April 19th. If approved at the Town Meeting, there will be
a machine referendum tentatively scheduled for
September 1st. This represents a significant opportunity
to preserve one of the largest properties in Western
Connecticut. Stay tuned.

Paving

Paving on South Street is delayed due to our contractor’s
schedule. We will get the word out when we know a new
date.

P & Z Hearing

Planning and Zoning is holding a public hearing for 16
Trowbridge Drive (Site plan, and excavation & fill permit)
on Tuesday, July 14th at 7 pm in Town Hall Meeting
Room D. Learn more at https://bethel-ct.gov/2025-
zoning and https://bethel-ct.gov/pending-applications.

Sewer and Water Fees

The Public Utilities Commission has proposed new fees
for hooking up to the Bethel Sewer System and the
Bethel Water System, and other fees for water users,
including after-hours service calls, private use of a public
hydrant, and installing & replacing meters. These are not
rate changes. A public hearing regarding changes to
Sewer Fees will take place on Tuesday, July 21st at 6 pm
in Town Hall Meeting Room A. A hearing regarding
changes to water fees will take place following the Sewer
hearing at 6:30 pm in Meeting Room A. Visit
https.//bethel-ct.gov/2026-public-hearing for more
information.

Office Hours

The next Office Hours is on Monday, July 13th from 4:30
pm to 6 pm at Town Hall in the First Selectman Office.
This is a great opportunity to stop by with questions or
concerns. If the time isn't convenient, please make an
appointment by emailing firstselectman@bethel-ct.gov or
calling 203-794-8540.

Elevator Repair Update

We have had a few vendors show interest in the Request
for Proposal to repair the elevators in the library and
town hall. Bids are due by the end of the month and we
have requested that work begin by the fall. We
understand that this frustrating, but there are not many
vendors who can complete the work in the manner
required to reduce the construction disruption, especially
in the library. We are grateful for the staff of the library
and probate court who have been doing an amazing job
making accommodations for residents who require
assistance. Please connect with them if you need help
accessing their services.

Old Wells Fargo Building Update

We have also had responses to the Request for Proposal
for use of the old Wells Fargo building. We are putting
together a committee to review proposals, as we have
done with other proposals for leasing town owned
property, and make recommendations to the Board of
Selectmen. Stay tuned.

This Weekend

Food Truck Friday is on for tonight!

St. Thomas' Church Giant Tag Sale tomorrow from 9 am
to 2 pm. Household items, jewelry, framed art, vintage
and Xmas items, toys, and crafts. St. Thomas's Church is
across from Caraluzzi's downtown.

The Revolution race hosted by Steep Endurance
tomorrow at Putnam Park at 8 am. As a tribute to the
signing date of the Declaration of Independence, the race
will take place on a 1.776-mile loop in the western side of
the park. Runners will have a 3-hour, 6-hour, or 12-hour
option to see how many times they can complete the
loop. Learn more and register at
https://steependurance.com/event/trail-running-
race/the-revolution/.



mailto:firstselectman@bethel-ct.gov
https://bethel-ct.gov/2026-public-hearing
https://bethel-ct.gov/pending-applications
https://steependurance.com/event/trail-running-race/the-revolution/
https://steependurance.com/event/trail-running-race/the-revolution/

This Weekend Continued

Grades 2-5 perform The Lion King Jr. tonight, July 10th at
7pm and tomorrow, July 11th at 2 pm and 7 pm at BHS.
If you haven't visited Bethel Farmer’s Market at 67 Stony
Hill Rd., check them out tomorrow between 9 am and 1
pm! Rated the best farmer’s market in Fairfield County by
CT Insider.

Join the members of the Stony Hill Volunteer Fire
Department for their 2nd annual open house tomorrow
from 11 am to 3 pm at 59 Stony Hill Rd. There are
educational activities for all ages and opportunities to see
the apparatus and more!

Attention plant enthusiasts and gardeners! Rainy Day
Paperback Exchange at 81 Greenwood Ave. is hosting
their Plant Swap & Seed Exchange tomorrow from 11 am
to 2 pm. This event takes place every second Saturday.
You can drop off plants, exchange plants, or just pick up
new ones. You can also pick up seed packets or drop off
seeds from your garden.

Stop by the Drive-In Movie Night and Car Show at Bocca
Motors tomorrow night at 11 Francis J Clark Circle from
5 pm to 11 pm. Check out some amazing cars and a
showing of Days of Thunder at sundown. The event is
free, so don’t miss it!

The Bethel Police Department 2nd Annual Car Show was
rescheduled for this Sunday, July 12th from 3 pm to 7 pm
on the Town Hall lawn. There will be a lineup of fantastic
cars, great food, and live music from Lost Rebel until 6
pm! 100% of the car show proceeds go to The Scotty
Fund.

Next Weekend

St. Thomas' Church Giant Tag Sale on Friday, July 17
and Saturday, July 18th from 9 am to 2 pm. Search for
treasures, including household items, jewelry, framed art,
vintage and Xmas items, toys, and crafts. St. Thomas's
Church is across from Caraluzzi's downtown.

Check out Kickball Kickback on Saturday, July 18th at 9
am at Kissling Field. Join in the kickball action or just
come out for the fun. it’s all about fun and community!
Learn more and register HERE.

Next Weekend Continued

Don't forget Summer Shop & Stroll next Saturday, July
18th from 11 am to 4 pm. Come to downtown Bethel for
an afternoon of in-store and sidewalk sales, live music,
and engaging activities for all ages! Make sure to stop by
the Toy Room between 12 pm and 3 pm for their Luau
party celebrating their 20-year anniversary! Visit
https://bethelchamberofcommerce.com/shop-stroll for
more info.

Check out Bear With Us, a music and art festival to raise
awareness and support for mental health and suicide
prevention in memory of Joe Apuzzo a.k.a. Joe the Actual
Bear, Saturday, July 18th at Greenwood Features. Doors
open at 3:30 pm Proceeds donated to mental health and
suicide prevention. Learn more at
https://www.greenwoodfeatures.com/movies/10000449
19-bear-with-us/.

Shoutouts

A huge shoutout to our town employees, first responders,
and our Emergency Management Director for the
outstanding storm response last weekend! Thank you for
all you do!

Congrats to 13U Baseball for becoming State Champions
this week! Way to go!

Thanks to the Bethel Fire Volunteer Fire Department for
the heat relief last weekend with the pop-up splash pad.
It was a great event for all!

Thank you, MTA for the new ticket machine at the train
station!

Congrats to the all the Bethel winners of the “Best of
Fairfield County 2026" by CT Insider: Bethel Farmers’
Market, Blue Jay Orchards, Greenwood Features, Varano
Bakery, La Zingara Restaurant, Redding Roasters,
Dogtown, Community Shellfish Connecticut, Caraluzzi’s
Wine & Spirits Bethel, Vesta Rooftop Café, House of
Yoshida, The Willows Massage & Wellness Center,
Alice’s Flower Shop and Country Touch Gifts, Hollandia
Nurseries & Farm, Stony Hill Landscaping, At Home
Again, Ace Hardware of Bethel, Byrd's Books, Bethel
Organics and Specialty Market, Disc & Dat, and The Toy
Room.

Have a great weekend!
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