Dear Bethel

First Selectman's Update
January 9th, 2026

Housing Growth

Leaders and planners across the state are kicking off
the new year with presentations and deliberations
regarding the impact of the Housing Growth Act (HB
8002 / Public Act 25-1) on towns like Bethel, which
was passed by the legislature in a special session in
November. The Western Connecticut Council of
Governments gathered this week for such a
presentation. A key takeaway so far is that we may
have to think of our zoning process in different way. In
the simplest sense, our current zoning regulations give
our Planning & Zoning Commission (P&Z) some
flexibility and discretion on how they work with
different applicants. The new legislation will require
P&Z to create regulations that spell out what we allow
in town and eliminate parts of the process that allow
P&Z more discretion, such as public hearings. The bad
news is this will likely cost the town some extra money
and P&Z will be very busy since some of the most
controversial requirements go into effect in July. The
good news is that we can expect a transparent process
and there will be opportunities for everyone to learn
more about the development challenges we are facing
and what the state is requiring of Bethel. More to
come soon.

Superintendent Search

The search is on! Many of you know our amazing School
Superintendent, Dr. Carver, is retiring this summer. The
Board of Education met this week to kick off the search
and you will have a chance to weigh in. Give some
thought about what you think makes a great
superintendent for Bethel and keep an eye out for a
survey soon. We have big shoes to fill, so your input is
valuable!

P&Z Hearings

Planning and Zoning is continuing public hearings for 67-
69 Greenwood Ave. (Excavation and Fill Permit) and 72
Reservoir Street (Site Plan, 8-30g affordable housing 6
units) on Tuesday, January 13th at 7 pm in Town Hall
Meeting Room D. Learn more at https://bethel-
ct.gov/2025-zoning. Track pending land use applications
at https://bethel-ct.gov/pending-applications.

Identity Theft

The Connecticut Intelligence Center, a law enforcement
partnership within the Connecticut Department of
Emergency Services and Public Protection, is warning
about a significant increase in identity theft/criminal
impersonation in late 2025. Overall, Connecticut saw an
86.3% increase in reported cases between July and
September 2025. Of the reported cases, 54.4% of victims
were aged 55+ with 44.6% were between 35-54,
according to the Crime in Connecticut Quarter 3 2025
report. Visit https://portal.ct.gov/ag/consumer-
issues/identity-theft/identity-theft for more info and
there are resources available for seniors from the Elder
Justice Hotline at 1-860-808-5555.

Table Talk Series

The Table Talks series continues with “Sharia & Halakhah:
Open and informative conversation about religious law in
Islam and Judaism. What is it and how does it show up in
our civic life?” on Tuesday, January 13th from 11 am to
12:30 pm at Daily Fare inside the Bethel train station. It is
a really unique opportunity to listen to or participate in an
honest and informative discussion with a Palestinian-
American Muslim and an Israeli-American Jew. The event
is sponsored by My Brother from Another Mother. Email
info@MyBrotherFromAnotherMother.orgwith any
questions.

Gathering of Laureates

If you haven’t met Bethel's newest Poet Laureate,
Hannah Lipman, you may have a chance at Byrd's Books
on Wednesday, January 14th at 7 pm. Our first Poet
Laureate, Cortney Davis, and our second Poet Laureate,
Rick Magee, will be there to pass the torch to Hannah and
share in the celebration of poetry. Space is limited, so
please save a spot HERE, or call 203-730-2973.

Bethel Public Library

The Bethel Public Library has great opportunities every
week. Check out “Movies @ the Library!” on Wednesday,
January 14th at 6 pm and “Trivia Night: Movies &
Entertainment” on Thursday, January 15th at 6:30 pm!
Learn more and register at
https://www.bethellibrary.org/events/.
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BIA Food Drive

If you have helped deliver food for the Brotherhood in
Action, you know how good it feels good that we can
help people with a little extra food on the table! To
prepare for the February delivery, BIA is having a Food
Drive (literally) next Saturday, January 17th from 10 am
to 12 pm. Drive into the lot behind the United Methodist
Church at 139 Greenwood Ave from the driveway on
Greenwood Ave. Volunteers will take your non-
perishable food donations out of the car. Donations are
welcome that BIA will use to purchase perishable foods
just before the next delivery.

Frozen Jr. The Musical

Don't forget the Bethel Parks and Rec and ERA
Productions are presenting Frozen Jr the Musical on
Friday, January 16th at 7 pm and Saturday January 17th
at 2 pm and 7 pm at Bethel Highschool Auditorium. The
set for the show looks great and transferred it out of the
GP Room in Town Hall to BHS today! For tickets, visit
https://www.ticketpeak.co/Bethelparkandrec/events.

Last Call for Tree Pickup

Last call for the having a Christmas tree picked up by the
Bethel High School Naval JROTC. Registration closes at 9
pm tonight! Pickup starts tomorrow, January 10th
beginning at 9 am. Donations support the Bethel NJROTC
Boosters fund educational programs for the cadets. The
suggested donation is $15, but please consider how much
this group does for our community and be generous. If
you have a fake tree or yours is still decorated and would
like to contribute, visit the registration link and put a not
on the payment page that it is a donation only. Register
HERE.

Shoutouts

Great job Wildcats Wrestling for a big win over New
Fairfield this week! 45 to 33. Way to go!

A huge shoutout to Wildcats Basketball! The Lady
Wildcats are now 6-2 and the boys are 6-1 after wins
over New Milford this week! Girls are away at Bunnell on
Monday and the boys are home against Bunnell at 7pm.
Good Luck!

Good Luck to girls and boys indoor track teams at their
meet tomorrow, January 10th! They will be competing at
the BHS Track and field Training Center at 1:30 pm.

Congrats to Aziza Macchiarulo with Indoor Track and
John Munroe-Ritter with the Wrestling team who are our
Athletes of the Week! Aziza broke a 12 year old school
record in the 300M race with a time of 42.84 seconds
and John begins the season 6-0 with 6 first period pins!
Outstanding!

A shoutout to all the Indoor Track and Field athletes. In
the last meet the team earned 42 personal records, 2
school records, and 37 qualified for post season. It was a
fantastic start to the season!

A huge shoutout to our Public Works staff who keep
inching our way forward to a state-of-the-art composting
program in Bethel! Their efforts with the food scrap
program are already helping us save $$$$$! More news
to come soon!

Have a great weekend!

Gr—
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