Dear Bethel

First Selectman's Update
January 30th, 2026

Snowstorm

Thank you to all those who helped out during the
snow storm last weekend! There are some great
stories out there about neighbors helping neighbors.
Of course, we appreciate the hard work of our town
employees from Highway, Building Maintenance,
Public Utilities, Parks and Rec, Emergency
Management, the Bethel Police, and the Stony Hill and
Bethel Fire Departments who worked so hard during
the storm and during the cleanup effort. Thank you to
the residents who heeded our warnings and moved
cars off the streets, especially along Greenwood Ave.,
that helped facilitate the cleanup downtown.

We have received complaints that there are still a few
sidewalks around town that were not cleared by
property owners, who are responsible for sidewalks.
Our Town Code allows the Public Works Director to
have snow removed at the expense of the owner or
occupier of the property if the snow isn’t removed
“within six hours of daylight immediately following the
cessation of any fall of snow or accumulation of ice
thereon.” We are assessing the situation on Monday
and may have contractors out early next week. If your
sidewalk has not been cleared, please make
arrangements to take care of it this weekend.

Office Hours

The next Office Hours is Wednesday, February 4th from
6:30 pm to 7:30 pm in the First Selectman office just
inside the main entrance of Town Hall. If you would like
an appointment, call 203-794-8540 or email
firstselectman@bethel-ct.gov.

Hands-Only CPR Challenge

From the Health Department: February is American Heart
month! This February the Fairfield Health Department is
doing a “Hands-Only CPR Challenge” and they are
welcoming all communities to participate. Let's see how
many Bethel residents can take the challenge by watching
a short, Hands-Only CPR video. Best of all, you may save
a life! Click HERE to watch the video and submit the two-
question survey!

Bethel Audit

The Town of Bethel Annual Financial Report for the fiscal
year ended June 30, 2025 was released this week. The
Town's total net position increased by $8,508,567
(before accounting principle adjustments), ending the year
at $194,870,949. Our operating growth was driven by
positive operations in the General Fund ($2,566,024) and
the Capital Nonrecurring Fund ($1,314,992), along with a
significant decrease in interest expenses ($1,761,745.)
Total long-term debt decreased by approximately $8.76
million due to scheduled and refunding payments, and the
Town successfully maintained its prestigious "AAA" credit
rating from both Standard & Poor’s and Fitch. Our
independent auditors, PKF O’Connor Davies, LLP, issued
an unmodified ("clean") opinion, the highest, most
favorable type of report stating that the financial
statements fairly present the Town's financial position
and financial records are free from significant errors or
fraud. Congrats to our Board of Selectmen, Board of
Finance, our Finance Director, and all of the residents
who turn out to support our town! See this and previous
reports at: https://bethel-ct.gov/depts-finance.

Post Prom

The BHS PTSO has begun collecting donations for Post
Prom 2026. The Post Prom event is FREE for all who
attend. The evening is a safe, substance-free event - a gift
to our children from the Bethel community. If you would
like to help, visit https://my.cheddarup.com/c/booster-
club-membership-basic-16630/items.

St. Mary School Giving Day

Saint Mary School has announced their Day of Giving will
be Tuesday, February 10th. Between now and then, they
will be celebrating the "Giving Hearts" that make the St.
Mary School community so special by sharing stories
from their families. This is an opportunity to directly
support a great group of Pre-K to 8th grade students who
are part of Bethel's future! Check out
https://www.facebook.com/StMaryBethel for more
information.
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Bethel Arts “Arts In View”

Bethel Arts is hosting another opening event in their “Arts
In View” program featuring “In a Dream - the art of
Raffaela Arcamone” this Sunday, February 1st from 5 pm
to 7 pm at La Zingara Restaurant on PT Barnum Square.
Bethel Arts has also installed new lighting for the display!
Check out this free event at
https://www.bethelartsct.org/events/.

Connecticut and the Great War

The Bethel Public Library has so many opportunities next
month. Learn about Connecticut’s role in the Great War
this Monday, February 2nd at 6:30 pm in the Parloa
Room. Christine Pittsley of the Connecticut State Library
will be on hand to help us learn about Connecticut's
political and industrial contributions to the war effort,
home front activities, men and women in foreign service,
and remembrance after the war. Register and check out
other BPL events at
https://www.bethellibrary.org/events/. Learn more about
local events celebrating America’s 250th anniversary at
https://bethel-ct.gov/bethel250-events.

Dress Exchange

Last call for formal dresses, fancy cloths, or accessories
that you could part with! The St. Thomas’ Formal Dress
Exchange drop off is this Wednesday, February 4th from
10 am to 6 pm at 95 Greenwood Ave. The Dress
Exchange event takes place the following weekend and is
open to anyone needing formal attire for Prom, regardless
of ability to donate. For information email
dawnfaw@aol.com or call 203-770-3525.

Shoutouts

Congrats to Bethel Resident, Jack Drake (AKA Danbury
Weather Guy) from Western CT Weather! Each year,
Bethel Public Schools recognizes outstanding community
members with the “Friend of Bethel” Award, for going
above and beyond in their commitment to our schools
and our community. This year Jack will receive the award!

A SMS Saints Boys Basketball Update: St. Mary School
Saints hosted St. Gregory School from Danbury this
week. The Saints won 46-38 and improved to 2-1 in this
young basketball season! Stefan 30 pts, Uriel 8 pts,
Timmy 6 pts, and Christian 2 pts. GO SAINTS!!!

Good luck to the girls and boys Wildcat Basketball teams
tonight against New Fairfield! The boys are 10-2 and the
Lady Wildcats are 11-3!

Congrats BBDI IceCats who are 9-2 with a win over
Newtown-New Fairfield this week! They take on
Woatertown, Pomperaug, Holy Cross tomorrow, January
31st at the Danbury Ice Arena at 7 pm. Who would have
guessed you could escape the cold at a hockey game.

A shoutout to Bethel High School Cheer who will
compete in the SWC Cheer Competition next Friday,
February 6th at Newtown High School at 7 pm! Good
Luck!

Shoutouts to Ms. Wismar for receiving a Bethel
Education Foundation grant for her “Calm and Create”
project at Bethel High School and to Ms. Spero for her
selection as the Janice Jordan Educator in Excellence
Award recipient, also from the Bethel Education
Foundation! Learn more about the BEF and the event of
the season at https://www.betheledfoundation.org/.

Have a great weekend!
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