
February 6th, 2026

Dear Bethel
First Selectman's Update

Extreem Cold Warning
Bethel is under an Extreme Cold Warning Tomorrow,
February 7th into Sunday. With 1 to 3 inches of snow
beginning around 8pm and ending tomorrow morning,
the real impact will come from a cold air mass entering
our area with winds between 15 and 30 mph and gusts
up to 50 mph by tomorrow evening. We are likely to
experience wind chills between -15 and -30 tomorrow
night into Sunday afternoon. Use caution outside since
frostbite can occur in as little as 15 to 30 minutes.

Protect your property from a visit from the fire
department or the plumber during this sub-zero cold
snap! Keep a slow, steady drip of both hot and cold
water running from faucets served by exposed pipes
or pipes along an exterior wall. Keep sink cabinets
doors open to warm water pipes.  Open the doors to
utility, mechanical, and plumbing closets to allow warm
air to circulate around pipes and water meters. Keep
vacant rooms and buildings at a minimum temp of
50°F to buffer against freezing in wall cavities. Use
foam sleeves or UL-listed heat tape on pipes located in
unheated areas like attics, crawlspaces, or loading
docks. Dress Exchange

The Dress Exchange event takes place tomorrow,
February 7th from 10 am to 3 pm and Sunday from 11 am
to 3 pm at St. Thomas’ Church. The event is open to
anyone needing formal attire, regardless of ability to
donate. For information email dawnfaw@aol.com or call
203-770-3525.

Budget
We are entering that special time of year where Bethel
residents can observe their elected officials creating the
annual budget! The Board of Selectmen (BOS) and Board
of Finance (BOF) will meet together to hear our town
departments and the Board of Education present their
budgets on the next three Tuesdays, February 10th, 17th,
24th, at 7 pm at Town Hall in Meeting Room A. In March
the BOS and BOF will deliberate on the budget and we
will hold the Annual Town Meeting and budget
referendum in April. You can email budget@bethel-ct.gov
with comments. Comments received by the Recording
Secretary by 4:00 pm on the day of the meeting will be
included in the meeting. For the link to watch meetings
from the comfort of home, visit https://bethel-
ct.gov/2026-bos. Stay tuned for March meeting info at
the end of February.

P & Z Hearing
Planning and Zoning has continued public hearings for 15
Great Pasture Rd./ 0 Wooster Street (Site Plan, Special
Permit) and 67 & 69 Greenwood Ave. (Site Plan,
Excavation & Fill Permit) on Tuesday, February 10th at 7
pm in Town Hall Meeting Room D. Learn more at
https://bethel-ct.gov/2025-zoning. You can also follow
all applications at: https://bethel-ct.gov/pending-
applications.

Hometown Heroes
The Bethel Patriotic Association offering the Hometown
Heroes Banner Program for 2026 to honor local members
of the Armed Forces. The 18” x 36” digitally printed
double-sided vinyl banners will be placed on town owned
lampposts on School Street in front of the Town Hall.
Each banner will honor a specific Bethel service member.
Visit www.bethelhometownheroes.org to see our
Hometown Heroes and download the application or stop
by the First Selectman’s Office in Town Hall. Banner
orders have to be received by March 1st.

St. Mary School Giving Hearts
Don’t forget Saint Mary School Day of Giving will on
Tuesday, February 10th. Check out their "Giving Hearts"
stories from local parents and support a great group of
Pre-K to 8th grade students who are part of Bethel’s
future! See the stories posted at
https://www.facebook.com/StMaryBethel.
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Shoutouts
Good luck Sugar & Macadamia who are representing
DAWS this Sunday in Puppy Bowl XXII! Macadamia, a
spunky terrier mix, and Sugar, a gentle Great Pyrenees,
will bring big personality, nonstop puppy energy, and
plenty of heart to the field! If you would like to sponsor
them and help support their care as they work their way
toward loving forever homes, visit https://daws.org/.
Tune in this Sunday, February 8th at 2 pm on Animal
Planet.

Congrats to our athletes of the week Madison Preiss, for
showing BHS Competitive Cheer what amazing looks like
with her positive attitude and work ethic, and Cassius
Hunter who took first place in his weight class last
weekend and is 22-1 on the season! Both Cheer and
Wrestling teams were fantastic!  Go Wildcats!

Lady Wildcats had a tough week and came up short
against Notre Dame and Barlow this week, dropping to
12-5. We are wishing you good luck against Kolbe
Cathedral at home tomorrow at noon! Boys are 11-5 and
taking on Kolbe Cathedral away on Monday. Go get em!

Good luck to the Wildcat boys and girls indoor track
teams who are competing in SWC’s tomorrow at 4:30 pm
at the Floyd Little Athletic Center in New Haven! We are
routing for you!

A shoutout to Acting Chief Heather Burns who just
completed her first week on the job after replacing our
retiring Chief Steve Pugner. And a congrats and thank
you to Chief Pugner who served Bethel honorably for 26
years, the last 6 as Chief. We are grateful for his service
and he has left the department in great shape!

Have a great weekend!

Beyond the Breed
Attention Dog lovers: the Connecticut Humane Society
will be at the Bethel Public Library next Thursday,
February 12th from 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm presenting
“Beyond the Breed: Exploring Dog DNA.” Learn about
canine evolution, basic canine genetics, and how to use
phenotypic characteristics to identify breeds. Register for
this unique program, and other amazing opportunities, at
https://www.bethellibrary.org/events/. Isn’t our library
awesome?

Brotherhood in Action Food Delivery
Brotherhood in Action will be delivering food Saturday,
February 21st, starting at 9:00 am. Grab your morning
coffee and head over to the lot behind the United
Methodist Church, entering from the driveway between
137 and 139 Greenwood Ave. (Across from Jacqueline’s)
Volunteers will load your car and give you instructions.
Afterwards, plan on telling your friends and neighbors
how easy it was and how good you feel that you made a
difference for someone in town! Show up or let them
know you are coming at
https://www.bethelbrotherhoodinaction.org/.

Table Talks
The next Table Talks takes place Wednesday, February
11th from 11 am to 12:30 pm at Daily Fare in the Bethel
Train Station. With Ramadan beginning around February
17th, with the sighting of the crescent moon, come learn
about fasting in Jewish and Islamic traditions. All are
welcome!
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