Dear Bethel

First Selectman's Update
February 27th, 2026

Budget Update

The Board of Selectmen (BOS) and the Board of
Finance (BOF) have received the budget presentations
from our leaders of town departments and from the
Board of Education. The current budget
recommendation is for a 6.33% increase over last year,
which represents a 5.11% increase in the town budget
and a 7.14% increase in the school budget. The BOS
will deliberate on the budget next Tuesday, March 3rd
at 3 pm at Town Hall in Meeting Room A and prepare
a recommendation to be presented to the BOF on
March 10th. To follow the budget process and updates
to the budget, visit https://bethel-ct.gov/depts-
finance and select the “Budget” link. Be sure to mark
your calendars for the BOF Public Hearing on March
24th and the Annual Town Meeting on April 7th!

Potholes

Potholes are always a problem this time of year, so please
slow down and use caution. Our highway crews repair
potholes, but when conditions are cold or wet, the
material doesn’t bond as well to the surrounding
pavement as when conditions are dry and warm. This
means that a pothole may need to repaired multiple
times. If you hit a pothole and experience damage to your
vehicle, you may submit a damage claim with the Town
Clerk within 90 days. Your written notice must be specific
and include, a description of the damage, the cause of the
damage, cost of the damage, the exact time and date of
the occurrence, and the precise location. Claims are
investigated through the town’s insurer. Investigators
review the circumstances (is the pothole the sole cause of
the damage, not speed or distracted driving), the type and
location of the pothole, determine if the town had been
previously notified of the issue, and if crews had been
given a reasonable amount of time to repair the pothole.
Also, some potholes are as a result of utility repair road
cuts and might be the responsibility of the utility
company or their contractor. Bottom line, slow down!

1-84 Flex Lane

Last year the CT DOT completed a study of the -84
corridor through our area. CT DOT is proposing to install
a “Flex Lane” along -84 in Danbury between
Interchanges 3 and 7 that allow vehicles to use the
median shoulder as a travel lane westbound during the
weekday morning peak period and the eastbound during
the weekday afternoon peak period. This project should
help reduce backups on -84 westbound and traffic on
Stony Hill Rd. There are two Public Information Meetings
on the -84 Flex Lane project in March. The first meeting
is an in-person meeting on Thursday, March 5th at 5:30
pm at St. Joseph Church Hall, 376 Main Street, Danbury.
The second meeting is a virtual meeting on Tuesday,
March 10th at 12 pm. For more information, visit
www.i84danbury.com/upcoming-events-meetings/.
More information on the Flex Lane project, visit
www.i84danbury.com/flexlane/.

Hands-Only CPR Challenge

From a very impressed Health Director: Last we heard
was Bethel was a contender for winning the “Hands-Only
CPR Challenge,” in honor of American Heart month! In
addition to bragging rights, we win by having more
residents ready to save a life. All it takes is watching a
short, Hands-Only CPR video. Click HERE to watch the
video and submit the two-question survey. Final results
announced in March. Good Luck!

Bethel Mural Project

The Bethel Mural Project continues! The join your Bethel
friends and neighbors for a “Community Tile Making” at
the Kind Works Studio in Stony Hill Wednesday, March
4th from 12 pm to 6 pm, and/or Saturday, March 7th
from 10 am to 2 pm. Opportunities to paint the tiles will
begin later in March. The finished tiles will be used for a
custom Kind Works mural on the side of Town Hall! Learn
more at https://www.kind-works.org/events.

There is a fundraising goal of $6,000 that will be matched
by the Sustainable CT Community Match Fund, so click
HERE to learn about the fundraising campaign and how
to contribute.
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Restaurant Week

Don't forget Bethel Restaurant Week 2026 continues
through this Sunday, March 1st. Restaurant Week is a
great time to support your favorite eateries and try new
ones, especially at a time when our restaurants can really
use our support. Share your foodie pics on social media
and tag #bethelrestaurantweek2026 and be automatically
entered in a Restaurant Week Raffle for a chance to win a
$25 restaurant gift card — the more you dine and post,
the more chances you have to win! For participants and
menus:
https://bethelchamberofcommerce.com/events/2026/re
staurant-week-copy.

BPL Mini Golf

Mark your calendars for the Bethel Public Library Board
of Directors at their “Beer, Wine and Mini Golf ‘fore’ the
Library” fundraiser on Friday, March 27th from 6 pm to 9
pm. Adults ages 21 and over will enjoy beer, wine, and
food from local restaurants and businesses while playing
a round of mini golf. On Saturday, March 28th all ages are
invited to play 18 holes. Tickets are now on sale. Check
out www.bethellibrary.org/minigolf/ for all the details,
sponsors, and tickets!

Shoutouts

A huge shoutout to Julia Andrade for a perfect 10.0 on
floor exercise at the Xcel Silver Division of the All
American Challenge at Mohegan Sun arena! At 10 years
old, Julia captivated the judges with a flawless routine!
Thank you coaches Ashley and Mihael-Catalin from
Kratos Gymnastics in Bethel for helping young gymnasts
to realize their dreams!

Good Luck BBDI IceCats in the SWC First Round on
March 4th at 5:30 pm at the Danbury Ice Arena!

Congrats Elliot Hellmann with boys basketball, our
Athlete of the Week! Elliot became a 1000pt scorer in the
Wildcats opening round SWC win over New Milford!

Congrats to the Lady Wildcats with a win over Masuk this
week in the SWC Quarterfinals. Good luck against Joel
Barlow tomorrow!

Congrats to the Bethel DECA students who competed at
the State Career Development Conference this week! A
shoutout to Elijah Wright for 4th in Marketing
Communications and to Aidan Badia and Yuvi Soni for
placing 5th in Entrepreneurship Team Decision Making.

Have a great weekend!
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