Dear Bethel

First Selectman's Update
February 20th, 2026

Budget Update

Once again, health insurance and contractual
obligations (labor costs) are significant drivers of our
town and school budgets. However, the schools are
also facing significant costs due to special education
needs and the reduction in last year’s requested
budget increase. In short, it is important to be
informed. The Board of Education (BOE) will present
will present their recommended budget to the Board
of Selectmen and the Board of Finance on Tuesday,
February 24th at 7 pm at Town Hall in the General
Purpose Room and can be watched online HERE. The
budget proposed by the Superintendent to the BOE
can be viewed HERE. Scroll down to the
“Superintendent’s Proposed Budget.” Note there have
been additions to the budget by the BOE, which will
be presented next Tuesday. Mark your calendars for a
public hearing on the budget on March 24th at 7pm in
the Bethel High School auditorium. Send budget
comments to: budget@bethel-ct.gov.

Hiring

The town is looking for a Swiss Army Knife of the streets
who is a master of everything from heavy machinery and
precision paving to the high-stakes world of emergency
snow removal. You're not just driving; you're a frontline
problem-solver who keeps Bethel's heart beating by
maintaining storm drains, installing traffic tech, and
keeping the right-of-way pristine. Whether you're
navigating a 4:00 AM blizzard or innovating a better way
to rebuild infrastructure, you bring the grit, gear, and
ingenuity to handle any job—and any animal carcass—with
total professional cool. Take the challenge and apply to
be a Truck Driver/Street Maintainer! (Must have a CDL,
Class B with airbrake endorsement and a great attitude.)
Town of Bethel is an Equal Opportunity and Affirmative
Action Employer. https://bethel-ct.gov/employment.

Winter Storm Watch

Snow Bethel is under a winter storm watch for the
possibility of a classic nor'easter from Sunday evening
into Monday. The weather models do not agree at this
point: GFS says 8” to 13" and EURO says 6" to 11." Stay
tuned to local weather sources.

Spring Flyer

With great anticipation and fanfare due to our snowy
winter, the Parks and Recreation Spring Flyer has been
released! Registration begins March 12th, 2026 at 9am!
Check it out at
https://bethelct.myrec.com/info/default.aspx.

Housing Bill

One of the most controversial housing bills to date, SB
151, has been proposed in Hartford that would require
Bethel to reduce our required lot size to 5000 sq. ft. and
limit setbacks to 10 ft on the front and rear and 5 ft on
the sides for townhomes and single-family homes in
where properties are connected to or will be connected
to public water and sewer systems. The bill also prohibits
the town from requiring design/architectural/aesthetic
elements and a maximum lot coverage for single family-
homes. This bill can have a significant impact on
downtown and Stony Hill. Read the public hearing
testimony and contact your legislators. Find your
legislator at:
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/menu/cgafindleg.asp.

Youth Soccer Registration

Bethel Youth Soccer Association's registration is in full
swing! BYSA is a youth soccer league for girls and boys
ages 4 - 13, and with weekly practices and games, it's a
great way to become involved in our wonderful
community. They have both Intown and Travel teams
starting in late March, and you can learn more about the
programs and sign-up on the BYSA website at
https://www.bethelsoccer.org/. You don't want to miss
out!

America 250 Bethel

As Bethel prepares to celebrate America 250th
Anniversary, residents are invited to help us honor
Bethel’s history. Do you have a story about a special
memory, tradition, or story about life in Bethel? Our
America 250 Bethel Committee wants to hear from You!
Submit your story HERE and your story may be featured
as part of Bethel’'s America 250 celebration!
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Reminder’s for Tomorrow

Brotherhood in Action will be delivering food tomorrow,
February 21st, starting at 9:00 am in the lot behind the
United Methodist Church. Enter from the driveway
between 137 and 139 Greenwood Ave. (Across from
Jacqueline’s) Volunteers will load your car and give you
instructions. Learn more at
https:.//www.bethelbrotherhoodinaction.org/.

Don’t miss the St. Thomas’ Chicken/Eggplant Parm
Dinner tomorrow, February 21st. Reservations for
close today. Dining-in and Take-Out pick-ups start at 5
pm. Adults are $15, kids under

16 are $8 with a family maximum of $45. Visit
https://www.stthomasbethel.org/Dinner.

Wildcat Mural

Kind Works is collaborating with the Town of Bethel to
create a custom Kind Works mural on the side of Town
Hall! The first “Tile Making Workshop” takes place next
Wednesday, February 25th from 12 pm to 6 pm at the
Kind Works Studio in Stony Hill. This is the first of 8
workshops to help create a permanent, unique piece of
artwork that reflects Bethel's values of kindness,
connection, and inclusion. Visit https://www.kind-
works.org/events and select “Bethel Mural Campaign...”
There is a fundraising goal of $6,000 that will be matched
by the Sustainable CT Community Match Fund, so check
out the “Learn More” link under the Wildcat paw!

Kindworks is also collaborating with the Bethel 250
committee to have an engaging community event on
Wednesday, February 25th 3 pm and 6 pm. All are
welcome to drop by and participate in their own creations
or create a group piece. Learn more HERE.

Restaurant Week

Bethel Restaurant Week 2026 begins Monday, February
23rd and continues through Sunday, March 1st! Brought
to you by the Bethel Chamber of Commerce, sponsored
by GONETSPEED, and endorsed by our 2026 Restaurant
Week Ambassador, Nicky Zooks, there is a fantastic
lineup of Bethel restaurants participating. Share your
foodie pics on social media and tag
#bethelrestaurantweek2026 to be automatically entered
in a Restaurant Week Raffle for a chance to win a $25
restaurant gift card — the more you dine and post, the
more chances you have to win! For participants and
menus:
https://bethelchamberofcommerce.com/events/2026/re
staurant-week-copy

Shoutouts

A big shoutout to all of the Town Department Heads who
presented budgets over the last few weeks! Thank you
for the time and thought you put in!

Thank you, Congressman Jim Himes, for visiting
WestCOG this week and introducing us to the bipartisan
Build America Caucus! We need our federal delegation
more than ever to help us improve transportation in
Western Connecticut!

Congrats to our Athletes of the week: Sage Horry who
earned All SWC honors at the SWC dance competition
last week and George Habshey first at SWC's and states
in pole vault!

Congrats to the BHS Cheer Team for winning the SWC
Sportsmanship award! Congratulations Desiree who was
named to the SWC All Conference team. Way to go!

Congrats to the Lady Wildcats basketball team for
wrapping up a 15-5 season with a win over Newtown!
Boys are at 13-7 and take on New Milford at home on
Monday, February 23rd at 6:30 pm. Good Luck!

A shoutout to Victor Oloke who became the 9th player to
reach the 1,000 points scored milestone over his 4 years
at BHS in the past 55 years! Way to go, Victor!

Have a great weekend!

wr—


https://buildamericacaucus-harder.house.gov/
https://www.bethelbrotherhoodinaction.org/
https://www.stthomasbethel.org/Dinner
https://www.kind-works.org/events
https://www.kind-works.org/events
https://www.patronicity.com/project/bethel_kindworks_mural#!/
https://www.kind-works.org/events/open-studio-project-to-celebrate-250th-anniversary-of-signing-of-declaration-of-independence
https://bethelchamberofcommerce.com/events/2026/restaurant-week-copy
https://bethelchamberofcommerce.com/events/2026/restaurant-week-copy

