Dear Bethel

First Selectman's Update
February 13th, 2026

Budget Update

The Board of Selectmen (BOS) and Board of Finance
(BOF) held the first of three special meetings for town
departments and the Board of Education to present
their budgets. The BOS and BOF will meet on
Tuesday, February 17th and Tuesday, February 24th,
at 7 pm at Town Hall in Meeting Room A. In March the
BOS and BOF will deliberate on the budget to be
presented at the Annual Town Meeting and budget
referendum in April. Please email budget@bethel-
ct.gov with comments. Comments received by the
Recording Secretary by 4:00 pm on the day of the
meeting will be included in the meeting. For the link to
watch meetings from the comfort of home, visit
https://bethel-ct.gov/2026-bos.

Superintendent Search

Members of the Board of Education (BOE) gathered this
week for a presentation of a Leadership Profile based on
the findings of focus groups, interviews, and the survey
that went out to our community. 204 residents and staff
took the survey and 60 others participated in interviews
and focus groups. The findings highlight strengths and
challenges facing the schools and our community, as well
as qualities and expertise desired in our next
superintendent. You can see the Leadership Profile HERE
and the Vacancy Brochure HERE.

Recycling Costs

The Housatonic Resources Recovery Authority (HRRA)
executive board met this week to discuss costs associated
with contaminated recyclables. Recycling is mandatory in
Connecticut and the success of the entire system rests on
the fluctuating values of the recyclables. Unfortunately,
when we attempt to recycle the wrong items or our
recycling has food or liquid residue, the contamination
reduces the market value of our recyclables and increases
processing costs. If you want to be a recycling expert,
checkout the recycling widget at https://hrra.org/.

Post Prom: Whitlock’s Restaurant

The Bethel High School Post Prom Committee invites you
to dine out at Whitlock’s Restaurant on Thursday,
February 19th from 11 am to 9 pm Get a great meal and
help to keep our Seniors safe on Prom Night! Whitlock's
will donate a portion of all sales to Post Prom. The Post
Prom event is FREE for all who attend. The evening is a
safe, substance-free event - a gift to our children from
the Bethel community. If you would like to help, visit
https://my.cheddarup.com/c/booster-club-membership-
basic-16630/items.

Cooking for One

It seems easier to just eat out when the family isn’t home.
Or is it? Join Carmen Weber at the Bethel Public Library
next Friday, February 20th from 2 pm to 3 pm for a free
event, “Cooking for One.” Carmen is a Registered
Dietitian who works with RVNAhealth who has practical
advice on meal planning, shopping, and cooking
efficiently, that will lead to healthier eating, reduced food
waste, and lower expenses! Learn more about the
opportunity at https://rvnahealth.org/event/cooking-for-
one-bethel-library-free/.

Brotherhood in Action Food Delivery

Brotherhood in Action will be delivering food Saturday,
February 21st, starting at 9:00 am. Grab your morning
coffee and head over to the lot behind the United
Methodist Church, entering from the driveway between
137 and 139 Greenwood Ave. (Across from Jacqueline’s)
Volunteers will load your car and give you instructions.
Afterwards, plan on telling your friends and neighbors
how easy it was and how good you feel that you made a
difference for someone in town! Show up or let them
know you are coming at
https://www.bethelbrotherhoodinaction.org/.
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Connecticut’'s WWI Memorials

Join friends and neighbors for an exploration of
Connecticut’'s World War 1 Memorials, including the
Doughboy at P.T. Barnum Square on Monday, February
16th from 6:30 pm to 7 pm. This is part of Bethel
Library's Celebrate 250 events. Register at
https://bethellibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/co
nnecticuts-wwi-memorials/.

BEF Roaring 20's

If you haven't picked up a ticket to one of the hottest
events of the season, check out the “The Roaring 20s”
presented by the Bethel Education Foundation on
Saturday, February 28th from 6 pm to 10 pm at the
Candlewood Inn. The BEF is does amazing things for
Bethel by providing grants and opportunities that
promote innovation, creativity, and excellence in learning
for our children and the community. They also throw a
great party! Check out
https://www.betheledfoundation.org/annual-
benefit.html.

Bethel Softball Event

The registration for 2026 Bethel Softball Association
Spring Season is open! Recreational and travel teams are
available for girls in PreK-4 through 8th grade. But wait,
there is more....BSA offers a free event to try softball
before signing up! All Bethel Girls are welcome on
Saturday, March 7th from 1pm to 3 pm at the Danbury
Sports Dome. Visit https://www.bethelctsoftball.com/ for
info and to save a spot on March 7th. Thank you
Caraluzzi's for sponsoring the event!

Shoutouts

Congratulations to the Boys Indoor Track & Field team
for winning the Class L State Championship! After 16
years, they are state champions once again and they won
the SWC Championship in the same season! Way to go
Wildcats!

A shoutout to Bethel residents for taking the lead in the
“Hands-Only CPR Challenge,” in honor of American Heart
month! Take the challenge by watching a short, Hands-
Only CPR video. Best of all, you may save a life! Click
HERE to watch the video and submit the two-question
survey! Final results announced in March.

A shoutout to the Stony Hill and Bethel Volunteer Fire
Departments for their quick response to the house fire in
Bethel this week! Thank you to the Danbury and
Brookfield crews who responded. We are lucky to have
you!

Thank you to everyone who helped with the main break
in town last night. The police who shoveled the resident’s
driveway, the public utilities guys who answered the call,
and to David Tinker Excavating who were there in a flash.
Everything looked back to normal at 5 am this morning.
Amazing!

Good luck to boys basketball at home tomorrow against
Foran at 2 pm and away at Newtown on Tuesday,
February 17th at 7 pm. They are 12 - 6 as they go into
the final games of the season!

A big shoutout to Lady Wildcats basketball wo advanced
to 14-5 this week! They are taking on Newtown at home
this Tuesday, February 17th at 6 pm. Good Luck!

Good luck to the Wildcat Wrestling team who will
compete in a tournament tomorrow at Bunnell HS!

A little something from the BHS Choir HERE. Thank you
for lifting our spirits!

Town Hall is closed this Monday, February 16th for President’s Day.
Have a great weekend!
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