Charter Revision Commission

Clifford J. Hurgin Municipal Center, 1 School Street
Bethel, Connecticut 06801 Telephone: (203) 794-8501

July 2, 2025

Mr. Daniel E. Carter
First Selectman
Town of Bethel

1 School Street
Bethel, CT 06801

RE: Proposed Charter Revision Draft Report - 2025
Dear First Selectman Carter:

The Charter Revision Commission has completed its work and has submitted its
Charter Revision Draft Report to the Town Clerk. | am forwarding by email the mark-up
of the current charter with proposed deleted language and added language.

Our process was to first review the good work that was done by the previous Charter
Revision Commission in 2018-19 which was approved by the Board of Selectmen but
was never placed on a ballot as Referendum Questions for the Bethel voters. We then
reviewed the proposals of the current Board of Selectmen that were part of our charge.
Lastly, we reviewed proposals presented at our public hearing, at our regular meetings,
or submitted in writing, including proposals from Commission members.

Please notify the Charter Revision Commission when you plan to hold a hearing on the
proposed changes. Once the Board of Selectmen are ready to forward the Charter for
consideration of the voters, | suggest that you pose separate referendum questions for
the more controversial proposals which were the subject of comments at our public
hearing, including whether under C3-4 to expand the Board of Selectmen term to four
years, whether under C7-16 to recognize a permanent Sustainable Bethel Commission,
and whether under C7-6 to recognize a permanent Fire Commission. Perhaps, when
the Selectmen hold their Public Hearing, other controversial proposed revisions will be
raised which will be suitable for separate referendum questions.

We look forward to your consideration.

Sincerely,

Timothy Beeble
Chairman



