The town of Bethel, in collaboration with Bethel Arts and the current Honorary Poet Laureate, is
pleased to announce a search for the next Honorary Poet Laureate.

Honorary Poet Laureate is an unpaid position, and it is appointed by the Board of Selectmen.
Duties of the Poet Laureate include composing poems for special events and occasions and
taking a leadership role in expanding the community’s appreciation of the magic of poetry and
literature.

The position is open to all Bethel residents over the age of 18. The Board of Selectmen will
receive a recommendation based upon work submitted to an independent committee of judges.
Interested candidates should submit the following:

e Three original works of poetry.

e Abrief (1 page) plan for ways to promote poetry in Bethel.

The judging committee will interview finalists, who will be expected to read their work. All
styles of poetry are accepted, but for the interview, poets should choose something that can be
read in a live setting.

Interested poets should send their poems along with their name, address, and phone number to
the current Poet Laureate, Rick Magee, at rmagee567(@gmail.com.

The committee will judge applicants on the quality of the poems, as well as the presentation and
stage presence, and the applicants’ vision for the future of poetry in the community.

Deadline for submission: August 31, 2025.

Rules for submitting work:

1. Poet must be a resident of Bethel.
Poet must be over 18.
Poems must have titles and not exceed 40 lines, excluding the title.
Poems must be the original work of the entrant. Al poetry is not allowed.
Poems must be in English.
Submission should be in doc, docx, or pdf.
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