Bethel Police Department

12 Judd Ave Heather Burnes
Bethel, CT 06801 A/ Chief of Police
203-744-7900

Planning and Zoning Commission
Re: Site Plan Review - Seventh-day Adventist Church, 67 Turkey Plain Road
Dear Members of the Planning and Zoning Commission,

The Seventh-day Adventist (SDA) Church, located at 67 Turkey Plain Road, is proposing an
addition to its existing facility that includes a basketball court, kitchen, bathrooms, classrooms,
and additional sanctuary space.

The church currently conducts in-person educational classes for its congregation and is planning
for future growth through the addition of classroom space and a gymnasium. Based upon my
review of the application, I believe the proposed change in use is relatively minor. From a public
safety perspective, the Police Department's primary consideration is the potential increase in
vehicle traffic entering and exiting the property.

The church is located along Connecticut Route 53 (Turkey Plain Road), a state maintained
highway with a posted speed limit of 45 mph. At this time, the roadway's 85th-percentile
operating speed is unknown. That information would provide additional insight into whether the
available sight distance is adequate for motorists approaching the site.

Based upon field measurements, my only potential concern involves vehicles traveling
southbound on Route 53. There is a gradual right-hand curve in the roadway north of the church
entrance. Using SNET Ultility Pole #707 as a reference point, I measured approximately 435 feet
to the first driveway entrance. From this location, I believe an approaching southbound motorist
is able to obtain an unobstructed view of vehicles entering or exiting the church.

Based upon field observations, the roadway appears to have a slight downgrade that is estimated
to be less than three percent. According to the American Association of State Highway and
Transportation Officials (AASHTO), the recommended stopping sight distance for a roadway
with a posted speed limit of 45 mph on an approximate 3% downgrade is approximately 378
feet. Based upon my field measurements, the available sight distance of approximately 435 feet
appears to exceed the recommended minimum stopping sight distance and, therefore, appears to
satisfy applicable roadway safety guidance.

The project narrative prepared by McChord Engineering states in the third paragraph that "the

locations of the existing driveways and curb cuts will remain." Additionally, the fifth paragraph
indicates that the proposed parking lot expansion will provide a total of 115 parking spaces.
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Based upon my review, the site currently contains approximately 73 parking spaces, resulting in
an increase of approximately 42 additional spaces.

Although the proposed expansion does not appear to significantly alter the existing access
configuration, the addition of classrooms, a gymnasium, and expanded assembly space has the
potential to increase vehicle trips to and from the property during various times of the day and
week. The Planning and Zoning Commission should consider whether the anticipated increase in
traffic warrants additional review.

This assessment does not preclude the Planning and Zoning Commission or the Connecticut
Department of Transportation, as the property fronts a state highway, from requiring the
applicant to submit a formal traffic engineering study. Such a study could verify the roadway
grade, determine the 85th-percentile operating speed, evaluate existing and projected traffic
volumes, confirm available sight distance, and provide an engineering determination regarding
the adequacy of the existing driveway configuration. Should such a study be completed, I would
defer to its findings.

Thank you for your consideration of these comments. Please feel free to contact me should you
have any questions or require additional information.

Respectfully,

VT
Lt. Matthew Zavatsky

Patrol Operations Commander
Bethel Police Department
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