BOARD OF FINANCE

Clifford J. Hurgin Municipal Center, 1 School Street
Bethel, Connecticut 06801 Telephone: (203) 794-8501

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
Tuesday, November 8, 2022 at 7:00 pm - Hybrid Meeting
Clifford J. Hurgin Municipal Center, 1 School St., Bethel, CT, Meeting Room B
Video/ Teleconference video link: https://zoom.us/j/7360902790
One tap mobile: 1.646.558.8656, 7360902790# US (New York)
Materials can be viewed at: https://www.bethel-ct.gov/Zoom-Documents

PRESENT: Chairperson: Cynthia McCorkindale, Nicholas Ellis, Robert Manfreda,
Dalene Foster (via Zoom), John Lennon and Bobbi Jo Beers. Also, in attendance
were: Comptroller: Brad Heering (via Zoom), Director of Public Utilities: Tom Villa,
Acting First Selectman: Rich Straiton, and Town Counsel: Martin Lawlor (via
Zoom).

Absent: Dan Carter
Chairperson, Cynthia McCorkindale, called the meeting to order at 7:04pm.
Public Input: Lou Valenti 4 Hoyt Road

Correspondence: Letter from Public Works Director, Eric Swenson, regarding his
view on purchase of 134 South Street

Consideration of approval of minutes for regular meeting on October 11, 2022:
Motion made by Nick Ellis, and seconded by Bobbi Jo Beers, to approve the minutes
as written for the October 11, 2022 meeting. Vote, all in favor. Motion carries.

Consideration of $4941.00 from CNR fund for United Alarm Video Surveillance
for BVFD:

Motion made by Nick Ellis, and seconded by John Lennon, to send this item back to
the Board of Selectmen for consideration of funding to come from ARPA funds.
Discussion ensued. Vote, all in favor. Motion carries.


https://zoom.us/j/7360902790
https://www.bethel-ct.gov/Zoom-Documents

Consideration of $6000.00 from CNR for security system for SHVFD to be done
by the Town of Bethel’s IT Dept.:

Motion made by Nick Ellis, and seconded by John Lennon, to send this item back to
the Board of Selectmen for consideration of funding to come from ARPA funds.
Discussion ensued. Vote, all in favor. Motion carries.

Consideration of replacement liner for the portable pond at a cost of $1989.00
from CNR fund for BVFD:

Motion made by Nick Ellis, and seconded by Bobbi Jo Beers, to send this item back
to the Board of Selectmen for consideration of funding to come from ARPA funds.
Discussion ensued. Vote, all in favor. Motion carries.

Consideration of organizational chart in the annual report:

Motion made by Cynthia McCorkindale, and seconded by Bob Manfreda, to accept the
Organizational chart as written, with the exception of correcting the section of Justices
of the Peace being appointed, not elected. Vote, all in favor. Motion carries.

Consideration of upfits for 2 Chevy PPVs for Police Department in an amount not
to exceed $30,000:

Motion made by Nick Ellis, and seconded by John Lennon, to send this item back to
the Board of Selectmen for consideration of funding to come from ARPA funds.
Discussion ensued. Vote, all in favor. Motion carries.

Consideration of PUC project: approval of water treatment plant, and suggested
referendum date. Construction of the Bergstrom Well Water Treatment Plant
in the amount of $12,290,057.00, which includes $9,988,250.00 for construction,

$499,413.00 for contingency, $1,786,394.00 for professional services and

$16,000.00 for legal fees. With a possible referendum date of November 29,
2022. Possibility of a loan and grant from the State of CT:

Motion made by Cynthia McCorkindale, and seconded by Nick Ellis, to fund an
amount, not to exceed $12,290,057.00 for construction of a well and water

treatment plant for the project referred to and known as the “Bergstrom Well Water
Treatment Plant Project”. Said sum includes the construction costs of $9,988,250.00;
professional services of $1,786,394.00; bonding and legal fees of $16,000.00; and, a
total project contingency of 5% in the amount of $499,413.00. Said funding shall come
from bonding, bond anticipatory notes, loans, temporary borrowing and/or other
appropriation as recommended by the Comptroller to be reduced by any available
grants obtained by the Town of Bethel and/or the Bethel Public Utilities Commission,
if any. Payment for the appropriated sums shall be made by the water account users of
the Bethel Public Utilities Commission. Discussion ensued. Director of Public
Utilities, Tom Villa answered questions about the project. Vote, all in favor. Motion
carries.



Consideration of purchase of 134 South Street in an amount not to exceed
$125,000.00 from the fund balance. The P/Z Commission gave a favorable report:
Motion made by Nick Ellis, and seconded by Bobbi Jo Beers, to purchase 134 South .
Street in an amount not to exceed $125,000.00 from the fund balance. Discussion
ensued. Vote, all in favor. Motion carries.

Review of current Acting First Selectman’s compensation:

Motion made by Nick Ellis, and seconded by Cynthia McCorkindale, to increase the
Acting First Selectman’s pay from $120.00/day to $200.00/day. Discussion ensued.
Nick Ellis amended his motion, which was seconded by Bobbi Jo Beers, for the Acting
First Selectman’s pay to increase to $250.00/day for seven days a week retroactive to
October 7, 2022 and ending on February 7, 2023 which is the date for the Special
Election of a First Selectman. Discussion ensued. Vote in favor: Cynthia
McCorkindale, Nick Ellis, Bobbi Jo Beers, and John Lennon. Vote against the motion:
Dalene Foster and Bob Manfreda. Motion carries.

Comptroller’s Report:

Motion was made by Nick Ellis and seconded by Bob Manfreda to accept the
Comptroller’s Report as written. Comptroller Heering addressed questions from the
Board. Vote, all in favor. Motion carries.

Consideration of Special Joint Meeting with Board of Selectmen on 11/22/2022 at
7:00pm for Board of Ed HVAC grant update:

Motion made by Cynthia McCorkindale, and seconded by Bobbi Jo Beers, to have a
special joint meeting of the BOS and the BOF on 11/29/2022 at 7:00pm for a Board
of Education update on HVAC grant for Bethel High School. Discussion ensued.
Vote in favor: Cynthia McCorkindale, Nick Ellis, Bobbi Jo Beers, John Lennon, and
Dalene Foster. Abstained: Bob Manfreda. Motion carries.

Motion made by Bobbi Jo Beers, and seconded by John Lennon, to adjourn the .
meeting at 8:18pm. Vote, all in favor. Motion carries.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Churchill
Recording Secretary



