
August 7th, 2026

Dear Bethel
First Selectman's Update

Senior Housing
This week, local leaders joined Danbury Mayor Roberto
Alves and Connecticut State Comptroller Sean Scanlon
for a roundtable focused on senior housing across our
region. The discussion brought stakeholders together to
identify pressing barriers to developing safe, accessible,
and affordable housing for our growing older adult
population. It looks like a working group will be crated to
turn insight into action. We look forward to engaging
with stakeholders around the state to ensure Bethel
seniors have reliable options to comfortably age in place
within our local community.

PT Barnum School
The Center District School, attended by PT Barnum, has
been discovered! With plans to demolish two properties
on Greenwood Avenue, our local historian, Patrick
Tierney Wild, discovered on old maps that a building
sitting where the school would have been appeared to
have been moved and added to the home next door. With
the help of Patrick, the building owner, and Preservation
Connecticut, parts of the interior and exterior were
removed and it appears the addition on the building is, in
fact, the old Center District School! We are exploring
options to move the structure and relocate it somewhere
in town. Anyone with an interest and the resources to
help save this structure, please email
firstselectman@bethel-ct.gov.

Maine on Main
Maine is coming to Main Street in Bethel, so to speak.
This week, the Board of Selectmen approved moving
forward with plans to utilize the former Wells Fargo
building at 159 Greenwood Ave.—a property recently
acquired by the Town—for an exciting new venture with
Community Shellfish. Targeted to open around July 4th,
the location will feature a specialty market, a European-
style oyster bar, and gourmet delicacies from around the
globe alongside local favorites. While their wholesale
operation will continue at Francis J. Clarke Park in Bethel,
this downtown expansion brings fantastic new vitality to
Greenwood Avenue. This is a wonderful opportunity for
Bethel, and we look forward to partnering with
Community Shellfish to bring this vision to life!

Special Town Meeting
Mark your calendars for the Special Town Meeting on
August 19th at 7 pm in the Bethel Middle School
Auditorium for the approval of the purchase the 108-acre
parcel off of Codfish Hill Rd. The parcel is a significant
opportunity for Bethel due to its size and location. The
parcel essentially connects Wolfpits Preserve with
Huntington State Park. Altogether, with properties owned
by Aquarion Water, there will be over 2,100 acres of
preserved land. The town will purchase the property for
$3 million and is working with the Bethel Land Trust and
others to secure grant funding for the land trust to
purchase the property from the town. If approved at the
Town Meeting, there will be a machine referendum,
which is tentatively scheduled for September 1st.

Parloa Park Update
Our Parloa Park renovation is almost complete with the
delivery of our new playground equipment. We are
expecting the instillation to begin soon. This has been a
long project, as many are. We appreciate everyone’s
patience!

Summer Concert Series
Don’t miss the Kenn Morr Band performing for our
Summer Concert Series this Sunday, August 2nd from 6
pm to 8 pm on the Town Hall lawn. Bring your chairs &
blankets. There are no food trucks, so pick up something
from one of our local eateries or pack a picnic basket. Exit
9 is next up on August 16th.

Office Hours
The next Office Hours is Wednesday, August 12th from
7:30 am to 8:30 am at Town Hall in the First Selectman
Office. This is a great opportunity to stop by with
comments or concerns. Or this may be a reminder to
make an appointment! For an appointment email
firstselectman@bethelct.gov or call 203-794-8540.
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Have a great weekend!

Shoutouts
Good luck Bethel Wildcats 13U baseball team who will be
competing the Babe-Ruth 13-year-old World Series from
August 15th to August 22nd! We are so proud of all of
you and wish you luck! Anyone wishing to support the
team, click HERE. Fall Ball registration is open HERE.

Congrats to the Bethel PD for an excellent National Night
Out! This event continues to grow and help our
community to be more safety minded! Thank you to all
the other first responders and groups who supported the
event.

A huge shoutout to Bethel Social Services! Most of us do
not see what goes on behind the scenes and how much
we do for those in need. It has been a BUSY summer.
Thank you for being there for our community!

Food Truck Friday
The next Food Truck Friday is Friday, August 14th from 5
pm to 8 pm on the Town Hall lawn. Taco Road Trip, Rich’s
Wings & Things, Dish It Right Here, Smash Bros, Szabo's
Seafood, and Brazilian BBQ Boys will be satisfying our
hunger. Jesse's Ice Cream and Wild Sips are bringing the
sweets. Music will be provided by The Pub Slugs. In the
event of a cancellation due to weather, a message will be
added to the First Selectman's Office Cancellation Line at
203-794-8502.

Children’s Festival
The First Congregational Church of Bethel is hosting their
annual Children’s Festival at 46 Main Street on Saturday,
August 15th from 11 am to 2 pm. There will be fun for
the whole family: balloon artist, crafts, food, games, story-
telling, and face painting. Visit www.firstchurchbethel.org
for more information.

Tomatopalooza
Tickets are still available for M&J On The Way Farm’s 5th
annual Tomatopalooza! Enjoy and evening of food, music,
and fun next Saturday, August 15th from 5 pm to 7:30
pm, rain or shine at The Farm under the tent. Tickets
include delicious food, drinks, and live music from Y Not.
BYOB is welcome. Proceeds go toward scholarships and
educational programs for kids! Visit
https://onthewayfarm.com/ for tickets and information.
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