Dear Bethel

First Selectman's Update
August 21st, 2026

Referendum September 1st

The Town Meeting approved the purchase of the 108-
acre parcel off of Codfish Hill Road this week. The Town
Meeting also set the date and time for the machine
referendum on Tuesday, September 1st from 6 am to 8
pm at our normal polling locations. Absentee ballot
applications are now available in the Town Clerk’s office
at Town Hall. When you fill out the application, you will
be given a ballot. Ballots are held until the referendum
day and scanned through our voting tabulators.

Note that the law regarding absentee ballots changed this
year and you no longer need to submit a reason for voting
by absentee ballot for any election, including
referendums. Learn more at https://bethel-
ct.gov/elections.

Community Partnership Grant

Congratulations to the Bethel Public Schools and the
Community Partnership Program for being awarded a
$500,000 grant for expansion and support of the
Community Partnership Program! Sneak peek: The vision
began in February of 2024 and the project will create a
"home" downtown tailored to providing vital transitional,
vocational, and life-skills training for our participants!
There will be much more announced in coming weeks,
but this is a huge win for our students and the town!

Scam Alert

Scam alert: If you have an application if front of Planning
& Zoning and you receive an email asks for a wire
transfer, it is a scam! The P&Z Department will never ask
for a wire transfer.

Parks & Rec Fall Flyer

The Bethel Parks & Recreation Fall Flyer is out! Check out
the amazing programs HERE.

Back to School

It's back to school next Wednesday, August 26th! It's that
time of year again where we need to be vigilant for
busses and bus stops!

Flooding

Many residents are dealing with significant flooding
issues. Rain in Bethel has reached historical highs this
summer and July’s record-breaking 14 inches of rain has
saturated the ground, but our primary problem is the
speed at which the rain is falling. Recent storms delivered
peak rainfall rates of 2.0 to 3.0 inches per hour across
Fairfield County. Typical storm sewers are designed to
handle roughly 1.0 inch of rainfall per hour, so these
downpours overwhelm our infrastructure, regardless of
drainage maintenance.

Following the August 2024 storm, Bethel began the first
town wide drainage assessment and we are moving
forward with projects where town drainage systems can
be upgraded to reduce flooding in problem areas where
multiple homes are affected. FEMA for FY24/25 funding
was delayed and when the funding finally opened in the
spring, FEMA is now prioritizing construction-ready
projects. We are working to fund the design phase of
these projects and apply for grants wherever possible, as
the costs of these projects are significant. Unfortunately,
the process takes time and we appear to be racing against
the clock as we have more storms.

Our crews are working to keep town drainage systems
ready. Please remember that drainage systems on private
property and managing natural surface runoff on private
land remains largely the responsibility of landowners
through flood insurance, sump pumps, and private site
grading. That said, please keep us posted regarding
flooding issues. Even if the town can’t help, we may be
able to identify areas where flooding is prevalent and find
a way to help in the future.

Bethel Softball

Bethel Softball Association Fall Ball registration is open!
For ages PreK4 through 8th grade! Sign-up by Sunday
Aug 23rd before late fees kick-in!
https.//www.bethelctsoftball.com/.
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West Nile Virus Update

From the Bethel Health Department: Bethel has had its
first positive test for West Nile Virus. The State of
Connecticut Mosquito Trapping and Arbovirus Testing
Program has tested 627 mosquitos at Meckauer Park and
we have one positive on August 13th. There have been
67 positives across the state this summer. What's that
mean for us? Try to reduce your risk of being bitten by
mosquitoes by reducing standing water in your yard and
taking personal precautions to prevent mosquito
bites.Learn more about mosquitos and West Nile Virus at
https://portal.ct.gov/mosquito.

Summer Concert Series

Don’t miss the Summer Concert Series performance by
the Bethel Big Band this Sunday, August 23rd from 6 pm
to 8 pm on the Town Hall lawn. The Bethel Big Band is a
group of local educators, working musicians, parents,
students, and guest artists who share a love for the big
band sound!

Final Food Truck Friday

The final Food Truck Friday of the 2026 season is next
Friday, August 28th from 5 pm to 8 pm on the Town Hall
Lawn. GoRjA will supply the tunes and we have an
amazing line-up of food options: Taco Road Trip, The
Coop, Rich's Wings & Things, Dish It Right Here, Smash
Bros, Szabo's Seafood, and Brazilian BBQ Boys, and
Jesse's Ice Cream. Don't forget to stop by HRRA and the
Petite Booktique!

Shoutouts

A huge shoutout to Bethel Baseball U13 for their
performance in the Babe Ruth World Series this week!
Our team made were 2-2 in pool play and made it to the
single elimination portion of the tournament!
Unfortunately, they ended with 7-6 walk-off loss to the
Janesville Generals from Wisconsin. Great Job!

A big shoutout to two impressive young Bethel
equestrians, Lillian and Charlotte Robinson, and their
horse Chantilly! Lillian and Chantilly qualified for the
Connecticut Hunter and Jumper Association Finals and
delivered many outstanding rides, earning Reserve
Champion in the Short Stirrup Medal Finals! Not to be
outdone by her big sister, Charlotte and Chantilly,
competed in the Walk Trot Equitation taking First Place in
all three rounds and earning the title of Walk Trot
Champion! Congrats and a shout out to Fox Ridge Farm
for their outstanding training, support and mentorship!

A shoutout to Governor Lamont for visiting Bethel this
week! The Governor toured a new business in in the
Francis J Clarke Park, Legacy Overland, which builds and
restores iconic vehicles. Lamont also checked out Parloa
Park, which will have new playground equipment installed
next week! A big thanks to our EDC Director and Rep
Allie-Brennan for setting up the tour!

Have a great weekend!

Gr—
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