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TOWN OF BETHEL

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2, 2025
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ANNUAL TOWN MEETING MINUTES
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Present: First Selectman, Dan Carter, Selectman, Bryan Terzian, Selectman, Richard C.
Straiton, Town Counsel, Melanie P. O' Brien, Town Clerk, Lisa Bergh, Chairman of Board of
Finance, Nick Ellis, Comptroller, Brad Heering, School Superintendent, Dr. Christine Carver,
Board of Education Fiscal Director, Jenn Variale, Board of Education Chairman, Scott Clayton.

Call to Order: First Selectman, Dan Carter called the Special Town Meeting to order at 7: 07
P. M. followed by the pledge of allegiance.

First Selectman Carter recessed the meeting at 7: 08 P. M. to allow time for more guests to enter
as they were detained at the entrance checking in with the Registrars.

First Selectman Carter called to the meeting back to order at 7: 15 P. M.

Election of a Moderator:

Dan Carter made a motion to nominate Alice Hutchinson as Moderator.

The motion was seconded by Nancy Ryan. Nick Ellis made a motion to nominate Dan Carter as
Moderator, Dan Carter declined the nomination. Vote taken on the nomination of Alice
Hutchinson as Moderator; motion accepted.

Election of Secretary:

Alice Hutchinson asked for nominations from the floor for the appointment of a secretary. Dan
Carter made a motion to nominate Lisa Bergh, Town Clerk as the Secretary of the Town
Meeting, Amy Mannion seconded the motion. Alice Hutchinson asked if there were any further
nominations. Lisa Bergh is Secretary of the meeting.

Town Clerk reads the call (see attached).

Resolution# 1

Town Counsel reads Resolution# 1 ( see attached).



A motion to accept was made by Matthew Knickerbocker, the motion was seconded by Matt
Dillen.

Discussion: None.

A vote was taken on Resolution# 1; motion accepted.

Resolution# 2

Town Counsel reads Resolution# 2 ( see attached).

A motion to accept was made by Matt Knickerbocker, the motion was seconded by John Bowser

Discussion:

Billy Michael made a motion to reduce the Board of Education budget by $200,000. The motion
was seconded by William Ochs.

Discussion:

Billy Michael -Noted that there were over three hundred people at the Public Hearing and they
were not representative of all residents of Bethel. No one brings up Bethel taxes and the effect on
the mill rate. He hopes the motion succeeds.      

Penny Kessler- Stated she is retired and raised her three children in the Bethel school system.
While we are not able to add more money to the budget at this meeting, she is asking that no
money be cut.

Gabrielle Hernandez- Urged the audience to vote no on Billy Michael' s motion, it is vital to
protect the education in our town.

Dorothy DiNigris- Discussed the lack of voter participation in 2023 and 2024 the turnout was
nine percent. She urged people to get the vote out.

Nancy Ryan- Thanked the Board of Finance for their hard work, she applauded the Board of
Finance for listening at the Public Hearing and putting more money back.

Jan Debakker- He and his wife took all of the budgets back to 2019 and ran it in analytical
software; the result is that Dr. Carver' s budget prior to cutting it matched with 2019, in keeping
with inflation, we are now below the rate of inflation after the cuts.

Rob Jackson- Urged contacting our state reps for their help with funding, he calls weekly. He
questioned what the effects of the proposal to close down the Federal Board of Education would
have on Bethel. Dr. Carver replied that is does not affect us as of now. Mr. Jackson noted that the
unfunded mandates are not cut.



Kara Rondano- She is speaking on behalf of the students who are old enough to be passionate
and care, but cannot vote. " We are the future of Bethel, please do what is best for the students."

End of discussion.

A vote was taken on the motion to cut the Board of Ed budget, motion failed.

Vote on the main motion to accept the Board of Education Budget as presented. Motion
unanimously approved.

Resolution# 3

Town Counsel reads Resolution# 3 ( see attached).

A motion to accept was made by Nick Ellis, the motion was seconded by Bryan Terzian.

Discussion:

None

A vote was taken on Resolution# 3; motion accepted.

Resolution# 4

Town Counsel reads Resolution# 4 ( see attached).

A motion to accept was made by Matt Knickerbocker, the motion was seconded by Jamie Keene.

Discussion: None

A vote was taken on Resolution# 4; motion accepted.

Resolution# 5

Town Counsel reads Resolution# 5 ( see attached).

A motion to accept was made by Bryan Terzian, the motion was seconded by Nick Ellis.

Discussion: None

A vote was taken on Resolution# 5; motion accepted.

Resolution# 6

Town Counsel reads Resolution# 6 ( see attached).



A motion to accept was made by Matt Knickerbocker, the motion was seconded by Penny
Kessler.

Discussion: None

A vote was taken on Resolution# 6; motion accepted.

As there were no further items on the call, Moderator Alice Hutchinson recessed the meeting to
the Referendum by machine vote to be held on 4/22/ 2025.

Meeting recessed at 7: 49 P. M.

Respectfully submitted,

Lis ergh, CCTC,   MC

Bethel Town Clerk



TOWN OF BETHEL, CONNECTICUT

NOTICE OF ANNUAL TOWN BUDGET MEETING

The legal voters of the Town of Bethel, Connecticut and those persons entitled to vote therein
are hereby notified to assemble at the Annual Town Budget Meeting to be held at the Bethel
High School Auditorium, 300 Whittlesey Drive in Bethel, Connecticut on Wednesday, April 2,
2025 at 7: 00 p. m., for the following purposes, to wit:

1)       To consider and take action upon a resolution to appropriate the sum of Thirty Nine
Million One Hundred Six Thousand and One Hundred Fifty Five ($ 39, 106, 155. 00) Dollars

which sum includes the Town Operating Budget of Thirty Three Million Five Hundred
Seventy Four Thousand and Nine Hundred Eighty Six  ($ 33, 574, 986.00)  Dollars,  Debt

Service of Five Million Two Thousand and Four Hundred Twenty Five ($ 5, 002,Q5.00)

Dollars, and the School' s Building Maintenance account of Five Hundred Twenty Eight
Thousand and Seven Hundred Forty Four ($ 528, 744. 00) Dollars as recommended by the
Board of Finance,  as the total Annual Town Operating Budget for the Fiscal Year
commencing July 1, 2025.

2)       To consider and take action upon a resolution to appropriate the sum of Fifty Eight
Million Three Hundred Seventy Seven Thousand and Four Hundred Eighty Nine

58, 377, 489. 00) Dollars as recommended by the Board of Finance, as the Annual Board
of Education Budget for the Fiscal Year commencing July 1, 2025.

3)       To consider and take action on a resolution to transfer  $ 500, 000. 00 from the Tax

Stabilization Fund to apply to revenue in the FY 2025 — 2026 budget.

4)       To authorize the First Selectman and the Treasurer of the Town of Bethel to borrow on
short term notes or loans  " tax anticipation notes"  in an amount not to exceed the

aggregate of Six Million  ($ 6, 000,000.00)  Dollars for the purpose of paying current



expenditures of the Town of Bethel for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2025, which
tax anticipation notes are to be repaid from anticipated tax revenues.

5)       To consider and take action upon a resolution that the tax on motor vehicles and

personal property be collected in one or more than one installment.

6)       To establish the date on which the machine vote on the annual town budget shall take

place in accordance with the provisions of the Bethel Town Charter.

7)       To do any and all things which may be legally required or appropriate to accomplish the
above- named purposes.

Dated at Bethel, Connecticut this 25th day of March 2025.

Board of Selectmen

Daniel E. Carter, First Selectman

Bryan Terzian, Selectman

Richard C. Straiton, Selectman



TOWN OF BETHEL, CONNECTICUT

Resolutions for the Annual Town Budget Meeting
APRIL 21 2025

1)       Pursuant to the Charter of the Town of Bethel, shall the Town of Bethel appropriate the
sum of Thirty Nine Million One Hundred Six Thousand and One Hundred Fifty Five

39, 106, 155. 00) Dollars as recommended by the Board of Finance, as the total Annual
Town Operating Budget for the Fiscal Year commencing July 1, 2025, to be placed on the
ballot for a townwide referendum machine vote?

2)      Pursuant to the Charter of the Town of Bethel, shall the Town of Bethel appropriate the
sum of Fifty Eight Million Three Hundred Seventy Seven Thousand and Four Hundred
Eighty Nine ($ 58, 377, 489. 00) Dollars as recommended by the Board of Finance, as the
Annual Board of Education Budget for the Fiscal Year commencing July 1, 2025, to be
placed on the ballot for a townwide referendum machine vote?

3)      Shall the Town of Bethel transfer $ 500, 000. 00 from the Tax Stabilization Fund to apply
to revenue in the FY 2025— 2026 budget as approved by the Board of Finance?

4)      Shall the First Selectman and the Treasurer of the Town of Bethel be authorized to
borrow on short term notes or loans  " tax anticipation notes"  in an amount not to
exceed the aggregate of Six Million ($ 6,000,000.00) Dollars for the purpose of paying
current expenditures of the Town of Bethel for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2025,
which tax anticipation notes are to be repaid from anticipated tax revenues?

5)      Shall the Town of Bethel collect motor vehicle and personal property taxes in one or
more installments for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2025?



6)       Pursuant to the Charter of the Town of Bethel, shall the referendum by machine vote on

the Annual Town Budget for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2025, and the related
resolutions heretofore approved, take place on April 22, 2025?

7)      To do any and all things which may be legally required or appropriate to accomplish the
above- named purposes.

Dated at Bethel, Connecticut this 2nd day of April, 2025.

Board of Selectmen

Daniel E. Carter, First Selectman

Bryan Terzian, Selectman

Richard C. Straiton, Selectman

Note: Per Charter, the Board of Selectman shall designate the hours and place( s) for the
Budget Referendum.


