BETHEL HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Clifford J. Hurgin Municipal Center, 1 School Street, Bethel, Connecticut
06801(203) 794-8539W (203)-794-8145F bethelhealth@bethel-ct.gov

To: Michael Kozlowski, Chairman, Planning & Zoning Commission
From: Laura L. Vasile, Director of Health ~ZZ-~\/
Re: 81 Stony Hill Road Renovation of Tenant Space Unit #12, 4034 SF for Animal Urgent

Care Veterinary Hospital Business

Date: June 18, 2026

We have reviewed the Bethel Planning & Zoning Application form dated received May 28, 2026 to.the
Land Use Dept, the Statement of Existing and Proposed Use received 5/28/26, the Statement
Regarding Subsection 8.5. Criteria dated received 5/28/26, and the Plans Drawing Title Proposed
Floor Plans dated May 19, 2026 received 5/28/26, prepared by Bennett Sullivan Associates, Inc.
Architects and Planners, Drawing Number A.101 and X.101 dated 5/19/26.

The project includes renovation of existing Unit #12 interior building area into a Veterinary Urgent
Care Hospital. HARPERCARE, LLC, applicant, has reported that the project is for veterinary urgent
care only. The business project does not involve nor request approval for pet daycare, boarding,
grooming, retail pet sales, other ancillary animal-reiated uses, and/or kennels or outdoor animal
activity, except for limited animal bathroom breaks in the “area designated on the plans” as part of the
Special Permit application. It is unclear where the animal bathroom break area is located. Animal
sanitation and management of the animal bathroom break exterior area is required to prevent insect
and/or parasite infestations or nuisance conditions per veterinary practice standards. The floor plan
includes entrance & reception area, waiting area, three exams' rooms, two offices, open closet, work
room area, operating room, pharmacy, two restrooms, vestibule area 2, break room, service room,
and EVS room. The business includes 5 to 8 employees per shift including at least 1 veterinarian.
Pharmaceuticals will be kept locked in the pharmacy. Public sewers and public water serve the site.
No food service to the public is proposed as part of this application.

The applicant indicated that they will work with the Commission to ensure that garbage and other
waste is managed properly with use of a properly sized garbage & recycling enclosure sized for the
volume of garbage & recycling waste generated. The Statement of Proposed Use indicates that there
is a medical waste handling and disposal plan for the business in accordance with medical waste
regulations and including OSHA requirements.

We offer the following comments with respect to the proposed project:

1. If the project is approved by the Commission, the applicant will submit a business application
and detailed plans to the health department as part of the local permit process review for a
sign off to construct. The BHD will review and place on file the business infectious disease
management plans and sanitary procedures used. The sanitation plans for the exterior animal
bathroom break area and garbage waste enclosure will also be considered to ensure basic
sanitation and veterinary standards exist to prevent public health infectious disease concerns
and/or nuisance conditions prior to BHD final sign-off of a focal permit project for a Certificate
of Occupancy release by the Bethel Building Department.

2. The Veterinary Urgent Care business is responsible to meet applicable state statutes,
regulations, State of CT Department of Public Health Veterinary licensure and regulations,




2. (cont'd) OSHA regulations, and Veterinary Industry Practice Standards, associated with
Veterinary Urgent Care service.

3. The Veterinary Hospital is responsible to maintain a cleaning and disinfection program to
properly clean and disinfect potentially contaminated surfaces & equipment in order to address
and prevent potential spread of disease and infections among human and animal clients and
staff.

4. The Veterinary hospital is located in close proximity to existing residential properties and food
service establishments. Sound control and privacy fencing are design tools used to minimize
and prevent noise and nuisance conditions. The health department recommends the applicant
consider use of standard measures for sound attenuation and odor control per industry
standards to minimize noise, odors, and other concerns related to the regular operation of the
Veterinary business. Sound and Odor Control construction for Veterinary Hospital facilities has
been effective as per the following online information links:
https://drsallyjfoote.blogspot.com/2019/04/dampening-din-reducing-noise-through.html,
https://ddsacoustical.com/applications/architectural/animal-clinics
https://ddsacoustical.com/applications/architectural/animal-clinics

5. Applicant to verify the volume of garbage and recycling waste to be generated and confirm
that a screened-in garbage enclosure exists and is adequate for use, or submit another type of
garbage and waste disposal plan for review.

6. The business to use an animal waste management and disposal plan that prevents nuisance
conditions. The tenants and property owner are responsible for maintaining the property
nuisance-free, and clean and sanitary. Sanitation prevents public health hazards and/or
nuisance conditions related to fly, maggot, parasite insect and rodent population nuisances
and noxious odor conditions in the densely populated neighborhood.

7. The developer should clearly understand the necessity of grading to drain the lot to avoid the
problems associated with mosquitoes and related West Nile Virus which may impact the
health of occupants. Developer shall prevent stagnant water from ponding and remaining on
the property for longer than 7 to 10 days to prevent potential public health hazard conditions
from the breeding of mosquitoes and other insects. In the event that water does pond and
remain for longer than 7 to 10 days, a larviciding plan shall be implemented by the property
owner/manager.

In summary, BHD has no objection to approval of the conversion of the existing commercial building
Tenant Unit #12 into a Veterinary Animal Urgent Care business by the Bethel Planning and Zoning
Commission with inclusion of the conditions and provisions noted above.

Please contact me if you have any questions.
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