
 

July 7, 2025 

 

To the Members of the Bethel Board of Finance, 

I am writing to respectfully request your approval of the 
consideration of funding—not to exceed $20,000—for an 
engineering study to address the long-standing drainage 
and flooding issues in the Colonial Drive and Walnut Hill 
area. 

This engineering study is an essential first step toward 
developing a long-term solution to problems that have 
impacted residents for far too long. Chronic flooding, a 
persistently high water table, and insufficient drainage 
infrastructurecontinue to damage homes, threaten safety, 
and erode property values in our neighborhood. 

This is an urgent matter that directly affects the health, 
safety, and well-being of residents and all those who travel 
through the area. Since purchasing our home in 2021, our 
family alone has experienced between $40,000 and 
$50,000 in damages, including water intrusion, mold 
concerns, and costly repairs. Our neighbors have suffered 
even greater losses. While property can be replaced or 
repaired, we are extremely fortunate that, to my knowledge, 
no one has been seriously injured—yet. 



 

To help illustrate the severity of the issue, I’ve attached 
several photos showing the extent of flooding 
experienced on our property vs what that area normally 
looks like. Again, please keep in mind some of our 
neighbors had significantly worse flooding than we did.  

This modest funding request is a small investment with the 
potential to lead to meaningful, lasting improvements. 
Without taking this first step, we remain stuck in a 
reactive cycle of repeated damage, insurance claims, and 
mounting frustration. 

I respectfully urge the Board to approve this request 
without further delay. Thank you for your time, 
consideration, and for your ongoing commitment to serving 
our community. 

Sincerely,​
Doranne Koval​
13 Colonial Drive, Bethel



 



 

 
 



 



 

 



 

 
Behind 13 Colonial Drive Pool - not pool liner floated and had pulled away from the sides of the 
pool in multiple areas, but we have not fixed it yet - this is additional damage we have incurred 
and not calculated into the $40,000-$50,000 stated previously.  
 



 



 

 
A lay person’s noticing - Since construction in the area of 23-29 Benedict Road, significantly 
more overflow water seems to travel along this path during a heavier storm.   
 
Note there is a catch basin about where I am standing when I took the photo.  


