McChord Engineering Associates, Inc.
Civil Engineers and Land Planners

1 Grumman Hill Road
Wilton, CT 06897
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June 16, 2026

Planning & Zoning Commission
Town of Bethel Land Use Dept.
Clifford J. Hurgin Municipal Center
1 School Street

Bethel, CT 06801

Re: Engineering Summary
Proposed Site Development
Danbury-Bethel SDA Church
67 Turkey Plain Road
Map 12, Block 28, Lot 14A

Dear Commissioners:

This office has been commissioned by Southern New England Conference of Seventh Day Adventists
Inc. to submit an application to the Planning and Zoning Commission for the proposed site development
at 67 Turkey Plain Road in Bethel, Connecticut. The following is an engineering summary of the
existing property, proposed development and regulated activity.

The property totals 4.0672-acres and is located in Bethel's R-80 zone. The property is currently
developed with a church and associated driveway/parking lots. Single-family residences border the
property to the north and east. Other non-residential uses border the property to the south and west.
The topography on-site consists of gradual slopes that generally drain west towards an inland wetlands
pocket located in the woods beyond the existing parking lot. The property is served by an on-site septic
system and private well.

The proposed site development consists of expanding the church with an addition to the south of the
existing building. The addition will include a basketball court, a kitchen, bathrooms, classrooms and
additional space within the sanctuary to be utilized by the current members of the church. The existing
parking lot will be modified and expanded to facilitate the new addition. The location of the existing
driveways and curb cuts will remain. An existing stormwater management system will be removed, and a
new one will be installed to control runoff from the proposed development. Soil and erosion controls will
be employed to protect downgradient properties and the inland wetlands during construction. Refer to the
latest Site Development Plan Set prepared by this office for additional information. This project has
already been approved by the Town of Bethel Health Department and Inland Wetlands Commission. A
Special Permit is required since this is a Special Permit Use within a Residential Zone.

The property is subject to the FEMA Flood Zone A as shown on the Flood Rate Insurance Map (FIRM)
No. 09001C0231F, dated June 18, 2010. FEMA Flood Zone A is an area without a base flood elevation
because detailed analyses have not been performed in these areas. The proposed building addition
and rear parking lot improvements are located in Zone A. This office has reviewed existing watershed
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mapping, performed calculations and walked the area outlined as Zone A. We have determined that
this area only consists of inland wetlands and does not flood, especially to the extent shown on the
subject property as there is a large watercourse that discharges any accumulated runoff in this area to
the west. This office is actively working on a LOMA application submission to FEMA to have Flood
Zone A removed from the property.

The existing parking lot will be expanded due to the increase in usable floor area associated with the
new addition. Since the use is a church, one (1) parking space is required for every 150 sq. ft. of usable
floor area. The total usable floor area will be 16,393 sq. ft. with the addition, therefore, 109.3 parking
spaces will be required. The parking lot expansion proposes 115 parking spaces, including the required
five (5) accessible spaces. A loading space is also proposed just south of the addition. Sidewalks are
proposed to provide access to the church entrances from the parking lot. Landscape islands are
proposed to meet Sections 6.1 and 6.2 of the Zoning Regulations. Evergreen trees are proposed along
the north side of the parking lot to provide screening for the residential properties. Street trees are
proposed along the front property line for Turkey Plain Road. Lights are proposed on both the building
and poles within the parking lot and have been positioned in such a way as to not be a nuisance to
neighboring residences. Refer to the latest “Site Layout Plan” prepared by this office and the latest
“Landscape and Lighting Plan” prepared by Environmental Land Solutions, LLC.

The existing drainage patterns on-site will be maintained for the proposed development. Currently, all
stormwater runoff drains to two infiltration basins, one in the front yard and one in the back yard. The
one in the front yard will be maintained. The one in the back yard will be filled in with underground
stormwater chambers as the new parking lot will be located over it. A drainage analysis was performed
by this office and concluded that there is no increase in runoff for up to a 100-year storm event as a
result of the proposed stormwater management system. Refer to the “Site Utility Plan” and “Stormwater
Management Report” prepared by this office for additional information. Review comments prepared by
SLR International Corporation were received by this office and addressed in a response letter dated
May 13, 2026, as part of the Inland Wetlands Commission application.

The proposed site development will require earthwork to construct the new parking lot, addition and
associated stormwater management measures. The project requires approximately 635 cu. yd. of cutting
and 4,580 cu. yd of filling. An Excavation and Fill Permit is required since there is more than 1,000 cu. yd.
of earthwork proposed. A majority of the earthwork is required to construct the new parking lot, especially
over the existing infiltration basin. The earthwork will not result in any change in drainage patterns and will
be consistent with the existing topography along the property lines. The grading will not exceed a 2:1
slope. Material brought to the property shall consist of clean common fill and will be stockpiled in the
existing parking lot behind the church until it can be used.

Sediment and erosion controls in the form of silt fence and haybales will be installed to protect the
inland wetlands and downgradient properties during construction. These control measures will be
installed prior to the start of construction and will be maintained throughout construction. Sediment and
erosion control measures will only be removed once a permanent vegetative cover is established. Refer
to the “Site Grading and Soil Erosion Control Plan” prepared by this office for additional information.

It is the opinion of this office that the proposed site development is consistent with the Town of Bethel
Zoning Regulations and will have no adverse impacts to adjacent property owners, inland wetlands,
FEMA flood zones or any downstream drainage systems.
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Sincerely,

. Rocheville, Jr., P.E.
) ager

Harry M
Project



