BETHEL HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Clifford J. Hurgin Municipal Center, 1 School Street, Bethel, Connecticut
06801(203) 794-8539W (203)-794-8145F bethelhealth@bethel-ct.gov

To: Michael Kozlowski, Chairman, Planning & Zoning Commission
From: Laura L. Vasile, Director of Health ~Z_"z\/
Date: March 2, 2026

Subject: 23 P.T Barnum Square .092-acre Mixed Use Property Parking Space and Deck Access

Re-Design Site/Parking Plan dated 11/5/25

We have reviewed the Site Plan dated 11/5/25 referenced above prepared by Michael J. Mazzucco,
PE, consulting engineer and an Interior Alterations New Apartments Floor Plans Drawing No. SD-1
prepared by BBS Designs, LLC.

Based on the limited information submitted, we offer the following comments:

1.

Project Clarification necessary. The project application notes that the plans are for parking space
and deck re-design. The Site/Parking Plan notes indicate removal and/or demolition of buildings
and other associated site improvements including construction of a screened-in garbage
enclosure that appears potentially over a property line. The Interior Alterations New Apartments
Floor Plans Drawing No. SD-1-prepared by BBS Designs, LLC shows renovation of the two
existing apartments into two one bedroom second floor units and two one-bedroom third floor
residential units however, the application does not include renovation of the second and third
floors for four (4) one-bedroom apariments.

The Assessor's card indicates that the mixed-use building was built in approx. 1900 and the
garage with finished attic in approx. 1930. Buildings built prior to 1950 pose a significant high risk
for lead in the paint and/or other hazardous materials. Lead painted surfaces chip, peel, and chalk
off into a fine dust. Lead dust may remain at structure drip lines and other locations until such time
that it is removed with special precautions. Asbestos may also exist in building materials from the
1960’s on. It is standard practice for asbestos testing of materials prior to breaking building
components apart. Demolition work is required per applicable statues, regulations and best
management practices particularly if ashestos and lead hazards exist. At times, demolition work
requires CT DEEP TCLP testing to determine the proper demolition waste disposal procedure for a
use and TCLP testing and disposal waste records are maintained for legal purposes. Bethel
Heaith Department (BHD) recommends that a Licensed Environmental Professional (LEP) be
hired to perform an environmental site assessment in order to gain an understanding of the site j
conditions for hazardous materials on and/or in the structures and whether demolition, removal ‘
and/or renovation work requires a LEP prepared plan for the proposed project work requested.
LEP’s hazardous material inspection and planning is done for health and safety purposes. Any
structure component disposal and/or demolition must be done in accordance with the CT DEEP
demolition and disposal laws. The LEP’s proposed plans are submitted to the appropriate
agencies for review and sign off including the health department prior to that work being done to
ensure that the public’s health is protected during construction and later when residents are living
on the site (if that is the future plan).

The LEP and EPA RRP Licensed Contractor working on behalf of the applicant is required, if
warranted, to perform lead work in accordance with State of Connecticut Lead regulations and the
EPA Lead-Based Paint Renovation, Repair and Painting (RRP) federal law. The EPA Lead Law
requires the RRP Contractor's perform lead safe work practices on property where more than six
square feet of lead paint in pre-1978 homes, etcetera, is disturbed. Further, there are existing
renovation and demoalition health and safety requirements that the property owner is required to '




10.

comply with as part of this renovation project including use of a dust control plan and engineering
controls to protect the public health while renovation activities noted in the project proposal take
place. The property owner and their representatives are responsible to know what the
contamination issues are, what existing regulations require compliance, and to describe and
perform the actions necessary to address contaminants identified. It is the property owners’
responsibility to assure that the proposed project work will not impact or present any health hazard
to workers, neighbors, or the public in general.

Public sewer and public water serve the site

The health department recommends that a 12 ft wide x 10 ft deep screened-in garbage and
recyclable(s} enclosure on a rat proof concrete pad be required on the property for garbage
and recyclables storage, disposal, and maintenance from the first floor commercial and potential
second and third floor uses. The health department refers to the Commission concerning the
location of screened-in enclosures and other issues related to placement of the enclosure. The
property owner/manager is responsible for maintaining the garbage enclosure and property
nuisance free. The health department recommends that the property owner maintain a garbage
managemenit plan with unit occupants concerning garbage and recycling storage and disposal
acceptable practices on site which supports maintaining the Enclosure clean and sanitary and
prevents nuisance conditions which protects public health.

Storm drainage systems construction and installation approvals will be provided by other
agencies.

The developer and property owners should clearly understand the necessity of grading to drain
the site to avoid problems associated with mosquitoes and related West Nile Virus which may
impact the health of property owners and occupants. Developer shall prevent stagnant water from
ponding and remaining on the property for longer than 7 to 10 days to prevent potential public
health hazard conditions from the breeding of mosquitoes and other insects. In the event that
water does pond and remain for longer than 7 to 10 days, a larviciding plan shall be implemented.

The proposed plans should incorporate technical design to ensure that water is directed away
from the structure foundation(s) as per applicable Codes to reduce potential effects of dampness
and water infiltration which could create dampness and high humidity conditions which are known
risks for the growth of mold within buildings. The developer and Building Officials routinely assess
potential moisture concerns to ensure that building foundations remain dry and free of water
intrusion concerns which could result in public health adverse conditions.

Residential rental dwelling units are required to comply with the provisions of rental housing
statutes, regulations, the Building Codes and Ordinances that exist.

The applicant will submit an application to the health department as part of the local permit
construction process describing the project work to be done in a manner which supports public
health protection and safety ad complies with the Bethel Planning and Zoning application
approval.

Bethel Health Department requests that the conditions and provisions described and recommended
above be incorporated into the project approval, if such approval is granted by the Planning and
Zoning Commission.

If you have any questions, please contact me.
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