(203)794-857

"TOWN of BETHEL

INLAN D WETLANDS COMMISSION
Clifford J. Hurgin Municipal Center

1 School Street

Bethel, CT 06801

8

, Inland Wetlands Commission
Regular Meeting Minutes — May 18th, 2026
7:00 p.m.

Clifford J. Hurgin Municipal Center Meeting Room “D” and Hosted

by “Google Meet”

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT: D. Monroe, Chair; K. Baumgartner, and M.
Straniti — Thompson

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: B. Cavagna, Inland Wetlands Agent;
and A. Martinez, Recording Secretary

COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT: P. Perrefort, Vice-Chair, J. Oldham, K.
Seaman, T. Rotella

MEETING TO ORDER: D. Monroe called the meeting to order at 7:00
p.m. and the Commissioners and Staff
introduced themselves. D. Monroe read the
Electronic Device Meeting Policy.

D. Monroe sat M. Straniti-Thompson for T. Rotella for all votes during this meeting.

PUBLIC HEARING (cont): _ —

IWC-2026-01 #67 Turkey Plain Road ' s
T. Nelson, P.E appeared for the Application. ’ oM
T. Nelson presented and discussed site plans dated 3/16/2026, revised 5/13/2026
which he stated:

¢ The switch to spruce tree at the request of the Commission.

e Addition of butterfly garden at the south end of the building.

¢ Requirements for box turtle monitoring.
T. Nelson discussed storm water management dated 3/16/2026, revised 5/13/2026.
T. Nelson presented and discussed landscape and lighting plan dated 3/17/2026,
revised 5/13/2026.
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D. Monroe opened to comments and/or questions from the Public and Commission.
Those who spoke:
- Brian Hettel ‘ 21 Forty Acre Mountain Road, Danbury

T. Nelson answered questions raised by the Commission.

Commission requested the two closes lighting poles to the Wetlands be lowered from
16-foot to 14-foot. '

D. Monroe closed the Public Hearing.
Motion by K. Baumgartner, seconded by M. Straniti-Thompson to add IWC-2026-01
#67 Turkey Plain Road to the Work Session of the Agenda. Motion passed

unanimously.

BUSINESS ITEMS:

REGULAR MINUTES: Motion by K. Baumgartner, seconded by M. Straniti-Thompson,
to approve Regular Meeting Minutes of 4/27/2026. Motion unanimously.

INVOICE: Motion by M. Straniti-Thompson, seconded by K. Baumgartner, to approve
invoice payment of $496 to the Danbury NewsTimes legal notice postings. Motion

passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS:

IWC-2026-02 #16 Trowbridge Drive

Agent Cavagna presented site plans dated 5/15/2026, and discussed the proposed
application which she stated; the existing property in the industrial area is being
repurposed by a private car collector. The project involves site grading and the
construction of retaining walls, which will also improve an existing, neglected storm
water management system. :

Motion by M. Straniti-Thompson, seconded by K. Baumgartner to accept the
Application for a Site Plan Review at the next Regular Meeting on June 22, 2026 and
refer for review to SLR. Motion passed unanimously.

Commission will have a site walk at a later date.

WORK SESSION:

IWC-2026-01 #67 Turkey Plain Road

D. Monroe opened the floor to discussion by the Commission. Discussion ensued.
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Upon polling the Commission for a consensus and determining one was reached, D.
Monroe requested Staff draft a “Resolution of Approval” for the next Regular Meeting
on June 22nd, 2026. '

STAFF REPORT:

Docket No: DBD-CV24-6050584-S — Mark Bjorken v. Inland Wetlands Commission
of the Town of Bethel

Agent Cavagna discussed the ongoing court case.

Agent Cavagna stated she scheduled a meeting with the property owner and their
engineer at the property to discuss the details of a possible restoration to original
existing conditions. Discussion ensued.

188-190 Mount Pleasant Road, Newtown, CT

Agent Cavagna informed the Commission that Staff received a notification from
Newtown regarding a proposed 300-unit apartment complex near Stony Hill area. The
project is currently inactive; however, the property sits within 500 feet of Bethel town
border, the Commission will likely be re-notified if the project moves forward.
Discussion ensued.

Agent Cavagna stated the Applicant for the project on the Bethel side, would like to
have a pre app meeting with the Commission at the next Regular Meeting on June 22,
2026. Discussion ensued.

7 Walnut Hill Road

Agent Cavagna stated the property owner has contacted Staff for a meeting. An update
will be available at the next Regular Meeting on June 22, 2026. Discussion ensued.

(
Connecticut D.E.E.P. Aquatic Pesticide Permit — 10 Copper Square Drive
(Treatment Performed on or around 05/ 18/2026)

Agent Cavagna discussed the above with the Commission.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: Brian Blanchette ' 4 Old Hawleyville Road

COMMISSION COMMENTS: None
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ADJOURNMENT:

Motion by M. Straniti-Thompson, seconded by K. Baumgartner, to adjourn at 8:19
p-m. Motion passed unanimously.

spectfully Submitted,

Ve~

anda Martinez
Recording Secretary
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