TOWN of BETHEL

INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION
Clifford J. Hurgin Municipal Center
1 School Street
Bethel, CT 06801
(203)794-8578

Inland Wetlands Commission
Regular Meeting Minutes — June 2274, 2026
7:00 p.m.
Clifford J. Hurgin Mun1c1pal Center Meeting Room “D” and Hosted
by “Google Meet”

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT: D. Monroe, Chair; P. Perrefort, Vice-Chair, K.

Baumgartner, K. Seaman, T. Rotella and M.
Straniti — Thompson

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: B. Cavagna, Inland Wetlands Agent;
and A. Martinez, Recording Secretary

COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT: J. Oldham

MEETING TO ORDER: . D. Monroe called the meeting to order at 7:06
' - p.m. and the Commissioners and Staff
introduced themselves. D. Monroe read the
Electronic Device Meeting Policy.
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IWC-2026-02 #16 Trowbridge Drive TN
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J. DiMeo, P.E appeared for the 'Applic'ation. ;"g )
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D. Monroe and M. Straniti-Thompson both stated they watched the site walk on P

6/12/2026 and are up to date. g

J. DiMeo presented and discussed previously approved site plan from 1997 to show
existing conditions that include existing drainage and layout.

J. DiMeo presented and discussed site plans dated 5/15/2026 which he stated:

e Proposed plans show to construct two building additions for a private car A
collector, and noted the proposed use involves personal storage, rather than a
commercial business.
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e Construction of a retaining wall and walk out patio at the rear of the building,
with total parking limited to 14 spaces. _

e Installation of retaining wall and patio at the rear of the building, which would
overlap with the 100-foot upland review area.

J. DiMeo distributed and discussed to the Commission a site plan that detailed 48
trees that would be taken down and where they are located in the proposed plan.

J. DiMeo stated he will coordinate with the railroad company after the Commission’s
decision.

J. DiMeo stated the proposed plan includes an underground infiltration system
‘consisting of 15 rows of 19 units to manage peak runoff. This system would reduce
peak flow percentage for 2-year, 10-year, and 100-year storm events, significantly
improving upon current drainage performance.

No one spoke in favor or against from the general public.
The Commission asked questions and made comments.
J. DiMeo and B. Cavagna answered questions raised by the Commission.

J. DiMeo stated there is ample area for plowing, excluding the immediate corner of the
retaining wall. The owner plans to install solar panels on the roof that will accelerate
snow melting, further reducing the need for extensive snow storage.

D. Monroe suggested to the Commission to review the Regulations and prepare any
arguments connecting to the tree removal for the next Regular Meeting on July 27,
2026.

Agent Cavagna stated response comments by SLR dated June 17, 2026 should be
addressed by the next Regular Meeting on July 27, 2026.

Agent Cavagna suggested the Commission have a secondary review of the discharge
point for the storm water management system to address invasive species and improve
stability.

Motion by K. Baumgartner, seconded by T. Rotella to table discussion to the next
Regular Meeting on July 27, 2026. Motion passed unanimously.

BUSINESS ITEMS:

P. Perrefort stated he is up to date on all meeting recordings.

REGULAR MINUTES: Motion by T. Rotella, seconded by K. Baumgartner, to approve
Regular Meeting Minutes of 5/18/2026. Motion approved (5-0-1). K. Seaman -
abstain.

SPECIAL MINUTES: Motion by K. Baumgartner, seconded by T. Rotella, to approve
Special Meeting Minutes of 6/12/2026. Motion unanimously.
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INVOICE: None

WORK SESSION:

IWC-2026-01 #67 Turkey Plain Road
D. Monroe opened the floor to discussion by the Commission. Discussion ensued.

Staff presented draft “Resolution of Approval”. Discussion ensued.

Commission request Staff add a condition to the approval stating the installation of
environmental placards at 20-to-25-foot intervals on mature trees to show sensitive
areas.

Motion by K. Baumgartner, seconded by T. Rotella to approve “The proposed
development consists of the construction of an addition to the existing church and an
expansion of the parking lot.” (Town of Bethel Inland Wetlands Application for
Regulated Activities, p.2)

At the June 22, 2026 meeting of the Inland Wetlands Commission of the Town of
Bethel it was unanimously resolved to APPROVE WITH CONDITIONS a site plan
entitled “Site Layout Plan, 67 Turkey Plain Road Bethel, Connecticut” prepared by
McChord Engineering Associates for Southern New England Conference of Seventh
Day Adventists Inc. Bethel, Connecticut dated 3/16/13, revisions dated 5/13/2026
with the following conditions 1-8, as amended, and reasons 1 — 2. Motion passed
unanimously. '

STAFF REPORT:

Agent Cavagna stated departmental activities are ongoing, formal reports are not ready
to be brought before the Commission.

Docket No: DBD-CV24-6050584-S — Mark Bjorken v. Inland Wetlands Commission
of the Town of Bethel

Agent Cavagna stated a decision is expected within 45 to 60 days. Discussion ensued.

7 Walnut Hill Road

No new updates.

Connecticut D.E.E.P. Aquatic Pesticide Permit — 24 Kellog St (Treatment Performed on or
~ around 05/28/2026)

Connecticut D.E.E.P. Aquatic Pesticide Permit — 35 Walnut Hill Road (Treatment Performed on
or around 05/28/2026)
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Connecticut D.E.E.P. Aquatic Pesticide Permit — 77 Old Hawleyville Road (Treatment
Performed on or around 05/28/2026)

Connecticut D.E.E.P. Aquatic Pesticide Permit — 10 Copper Square Dr (Treatment Performed on
or around 06/09/2026)

Connecticut D.E.E.P. Aquatic Pesticide Permit — 35 Walnut Hill Road (Treatment Performed on
or around 06/19/2026)

Connecticut D.E.E.P. Aquatic Pesticide Permit — 77 Old Hawleyville Road (Treatment
Performed on or around 06/23/2026)

Agent Cavagna discussed the above with the Commission.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

- Jill Anderson 65 Plumtrees Road
- Karen Vasconi 85 Plumtrees Road
- Nico Jordan : 22 Wolfpits Road

COMMISSION COMMENTS: Danielie Monroe

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion by T. Rotella, seconded by K. Baumgartner, to adjourn at 9:03 p.m. Motion
passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

anda Martinez
Recording Secretary
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