Minutes of the Bethel Board of ’Education Resource Management & Business Operations
Committee Meeting held on Thursday, May 7, 2026, in Board of Education Conference Room
E, 1 School Street, Bethel, CT 06801 and via Live Stream

Attendance: None

Administrative Attendance: C Carver, K Brooks, J Variale

B Foster, Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.

Board Members Attendance: §
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1. Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act Annual Certification

Ms. Variale and Dr. Carver explained that this is'an annual approval or commitment that is
required by the administration of the State and Federal school lunch program that the Bethel
Public Schools will follow the requirements of that program.

Motion to move the following to the Full board for approval: Pursuant to C.G.S. Section 10-
215f, the Bethel Board of Education certifies that all food items offered for sale to students in
| the schools under its jurisdiction, and not exempted from the Connecticut Nutrition
Standards published by the Connecticut State Department of Education, will comply with the
Connecticut Nutrition Standards during the period of July 1, 2026 through June 30,.2027. This
certification shall include all food offered for sale to students separately from reimbursable
meals at all times and from all sources, including but not limited to school stores, vending
machines, school cafeterias, culinary programs, and any fundraising activities on school
premises sponsored by the school or non-school organizations and groups. The Bethel Board
of Education will allow the sale to students of food items that do not meet the Connecticut
Nutrition Standards provided that the following conditions are met: 1) the sale is in
connection with an event occurring after the end of the regular school day or on the
weekend; 2) the sale is at the location of the event; and 3) the food items are not sold from a
vending machine or school store. An "event" is an occurrence that involves more than just a
regularly scheduled practice, meeting, or.extracurricular activity. For example, soccer games,
school plays, and interscholastic debates are events but soccer practices, play rehearsals, and
debate team meetings are not. The "regular school day" is the period from midnight before
to 30 minutes after the end of the official school day. "Location" means where the event is
being held and must be the same place as the food sales. The Bethel Board of Education will
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allow the sale to students of beverages not listed in Section 10-221q of the Connecticut
General Statutes provided that the following conditions are met: 1) the sale is in connection
with an event occurring after the end of the regular school day or on the weekend; 2) the sale
is at the location of the event; and 3) the beverages are not sold from a vending machine or
school store. An "event" is an occurrence that involves more than just a regularly scheduled
practice, meeting, or extracurricular activity. The "school day" is the period from midnight
before to 30 minutes after the end of the official school day. "Location” means where the
event is being held and must be the same place as the beverage sales. Passed with a motion
by Mr. Bill Foster and a second by Mrs. Courtney Martin.

Mr. Bill Foster: Yea
Ms. Gabriela Hernandez: Yea
Mrs. Courtney Martin: Yea
Ms. Lauren Shekari: Yea

2. 2026-2027 Meal Prices

Ms. Variale explained that annually the Board needs to set meal prices for students and staff
(breakfast and lunch). We are required to raise the prices .10. Legislation passed that makes
breakfast free for all students.

Motion to approve and lunch charges for staff and students. Passed with a motion by Mr. Bill
Foster and a second by Gabriela Hernandez.

Mr. Bill Foster: Yea
Ms. Gabriela Hernandez: Yea
Mrs. Courtney Martin: Yea
Ms. Lauren Shekari: Yea

Motion to move the price of Adult lunch and Adult breakfast to the full board for approval.
Passed with a motion by Mr. Bill Foster and a second by Mrs. Courtney Martin.
Mr. Bill Foster: Yea

Ms. Gabriela Hernandez: Yea
Mrs. Courtney Martin: Yea
Ms. Lauren Shekari: Yea

3. 2026-2027 Tuition Rates

Ms. Variale explained that annually, the Board sets tuition rates for non-resident students. The
Board has always adopted those rates at an increase commensurate with the budget increase.

Motion to approved tuition rates for the 2026-2027 school year. Passed with a motion by Mr.
Bill Foster and a second by Gabriela Hernandez.
Mr. Bill Foster: Yea




Ms. Gabriela Hernandez: Yea
Mrs. Courtney Martin: Yea
Ms. Lauren Shekari: Yea

4. Renew Food Service Management Contract with Whitsons

Motion to authorize Jennifer T. Variale, Director of Finance & Business Operations, to finalize
all paperwork with the CSDE and sign a CSDE approved renewal contract with FSMC Whitsons
for the year 2026-2027. Passed with a motion by Mr. Bill Foster and a second by Gabriela
Hernandez. '

Mr. Bill Foster: Yea
Ms. Gabriela Hernandez: Yea
Mrs. Courtney Martin: Yea
Ms. Lauren Shekari: Yea

5. Budget Update

5.A. End of Year Transfers

Move to recommend the Board of Education moves to direct the administration to first make
accounting adjustments as needed to properly close the books and records and that
remaining funds be directed towards the above goals and issues. Passed with a motion by Mr.
Bill Foster and a second by Mrs. Courtney Martin.

Mr. Bill Foster: Yea
Ms. Gabriela Hernandez: Yea
Mrs. Courtney Martin: - Yea
Ms. Lauren Shekari: Yea

6. Public Comment
None.

7. Adjourn

Move to adjourn at 6:16 PM. Passed with a motion by Mr. Bill Foster and a second by
Gabriela Hernandeaz.

Mr. Bill Foster: Yea
‘Ms. Gabriela Hernandez: Yea
Mrs. Courtney Martin: Yea

Ms. Lauren Shekari: Yea




Respectfully submitted,

Kylie D’Arcangelo
Board Recorder




