TOWN of BETHEL

INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION

Clifford J. Hurgin Municipal Center
1 School Street

Bethel, CT 06801
(203)794-8578

Inland Wetlands Commission
Regular Meeting Minutes — April 27th, 2026
7:00 p.m.

Clifford J. Hurgin Municipal Center Meeting Room “D” and Hosted

by “Google Meet”

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT: D. Monroe, Chair; P. Perrefort, Vice-Chair, K.
Baumgartner, T. Rotella, and M. Straniti —

Thompson

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: . B. Cavagna, Inland Wetlands Agent;
“and A. Martinez, Recording Secretary

COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT: J. Oldham, K. Seaman
MEETING TO ORDER:

p.m. and the Commissioners and Staff

introduced themselves. D. Monroe read-the

Electronic Device Meeting Policy.

D. Monroe sat M. Straniti-Thompson for K. Seaman all votes during this meetirig.

D. Monroe called the meeting to.order at 7:04

B. Cavagna stated she is up to date on her certifications and asked the Commission to

appoint her as the Inlands Wetlands Agent.

Motion by T. Rotella, and seconded by P. Perrefort to appoint B. Cavagna as Inland

Wetlands Agent. Motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARING (new):

IWC-2026-01 #67 Turkey Plain Road

D. Monroe read the Legal Notice.

T. Nelsdn, P.E; K. Throckmorton, Landscape Architect, and Pastor B. Lourenco

appeared for the Application.

Paster B. Lourenco spoke on the history of the Seventh-Day Adventist Church and
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proposed gym and ministry center.

T. Nelson presented and discussed site plans dated 3/16 /2026, which he stated:

e Proposed project is a gym that will triple existing building area.

e Will include bleacher space, locker rooms, and a kitchen.

e The gym is outside the regulated wetland area.

e Proposed expansion of the parking area is the main disturbance associated with
the regulated area.

e Proposed project will expand parking from 63 spaces to 1 15 spaces, which
encroaches the regulated area. :

T. Nelson discussed storm water management dated 3/16/2026, which he stated:

e The proposed expansion of the parking area will fill in the éxisting detention
basin.

e The proposed new system will be underground detention system to be located in
the regulated area to the west.

o The new system, consisting of concrete galleries, will infiltrate water in a typical
storms and overflow to the west in large events, designed for IO‘O—year storm.

K. Throckmorton presented and discussed landscape and lighting plan dated
3/17/2026, which she stated:

_® Maintaining 50-foot buffer and replacing removed trees with native buffer
plantings, such as red maples, spice bush, and red twig dogwood.

e The area will be seeded with native mix and allowed to naturalize, with no lawn
installed along the back portion.

e The screening trees along the north side of the property will be green giant
arborvitae, chosen for deer resistance and suitability for the semi-shaded
conditions. . ‘

e Lights will be shinning away from the Wetlands.

No one spoke in favor or against from the general public.
The Commission asked questions and made comments.
T. Nelson, and K. Throckmorton answered questions raised by the Commission.

T. Nelson discussed SLR comments dated 4/27/2026. Will address further comments
by the next Regular Meeting on May 18, 2026.

T. Nelson stated the property is in a Zone A flood zone, meaning no base flood
elevation is established, requiring the applicant’s office to determine this elevation and
apply for a Letter of Map Amendment (LOMA) from FEMA.

T. Nelson stated he does not anticipate the flood zone to negatively impact the project,
but the FEMA determination process may not be complete by the next Regular Meeting
on May 18, 2026.

Agent Cavagna discussed application and stated the storm water management is a
vast improvement over the existing system, which lacked technical storm water
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management.

K. Throckmorton stated standard turtle protection notes and management to the plan
will be added.

D. Monroe continued Public Hearing to May 18, 2026.

BUSINESS ITEMS:

P. Perrefort and M. Straniti-Thompson both stated they watched the meeting of March
23, 2026 and are up to date.

REGULAR MINUTES: Motion by K. Baumgartner, seconded by T. ‘Rotella, to approve
Regular Meeting Minutes of 3/23/2026. Motion unanimously.

SPECIAL MINUTES: Motion by P. Perrefort, seconded by T. Rotella, to approve Special
- Meeting Minutes of 4/7/2026. Motion passed (4-0-1). M. Straniti-Thompson — abstain.

INVOICE: Motion by P. Perrefort, seconded by K. Baumgartner, to approve invoice
payment of $152.80 to the Danbury NewsTimes legal notice postings. Motion passed

unanimously.

STAFF REPORT:

Docket No: DBD-CV24-6050584-S — Mark Bjorken v. Inland Wetlands Commission
of the Town of Bethel

Agent Cavagna provided the Commission with an update on the court case. The
process is ongoing, with briefs exchanged, and the property owner has until mid-May
to respond, after which court appearances will be necessary. Discussion ensued.

68 Stony Hill Road

Agent Cavagna stated there is a new owner of the shopping center at 68 Stony Hill
Road. They will clean up the drainage and detention basin, and redo the parking lot
and sidewalks. Asked the Commission if this could be handled internally by Staff.
Discussion ensued..

Upon polling the Commission for a consensus and determining one was reached, D.
Monroe requested Staff handle 68 Stony Hill Road internally.

42 Long Meadow Lane

Agent Cavagna stated Staff conducted a site visit at 42 Long Meadow Lane following a
complaint regarding a clear-cut operation near a brook and natural area. The
clearcutting was done by the neighbor within 100 feet of the Inland Wetland or the
Wetlands itself. Asked the Commission if this could be handled 1nterna11y by Staff.
Discussion ensued.
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Upon polling the Commission for a consensus and determining one was reached, D.
Monroe requested Staff handle 42 Long Meadow Lane internally.

7 Walnut Hill Road

Agent Cavagna stated the property owner at 7 Walnut Hill Road is construction a large
addition on their house without the necessary permits and the addition is directly
adjacent to a pond. The pond is being used as a dump for construction debris. Staff
intends to issue a cease-and-desist order. The property has an existing agricultural

- status, which has historically allowed for certain uses, but the new construction is
being handled by the building department for lacking permits. Discussion ensued.

Connecticut D.E.E.P. Aquatic Pesticide Permit — Limekiln Swim Quarry
~ (Treatment Performed on or around 04/ 15/2026)

Connecticut D.E.E.P. Aquatic Pesticide Permit — 10 Copper Square Drive
' (Treatment Performed on or around 04/20/2026)

Connecticut D.E.E.P. Aquatic Pesticide Permit ~24 Kellog Street (Treatment
Performed on or around 04/27/2026)

Connecticut D.E.E.P. Aquatic Pesticide Permit — 35 Walnut Hill Road (Treatment
Performed on or around 04/27/2026)

Agent Cavagna discussed the above with the Commission.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: None

COMMISSION COMMENTS:
- P. Perrefort

ADJOURNMENT: -

Motion by T. Rotella, seconded by M. Straniti-Thompson, to adjourn at 8:27 p.m.
Motion passed unanimously.

spectfully Submitted,

manda Martinez
Recording Secretary
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