
Minutes of the Bethel Board of Education Regular Meeting held on Thursday, April 23, 2026,
in Board of Education Conference Room E, 1 School Street, PO Box 253

Bethel, CT 06801 and via Live Stream.

Attendance: None

Administrative Attendance: C Carver, K Brooks, J Variale

S. Clayton, Chair, called the meeting to order at 7: 00 PM.

Board Members Attendance:

Mr. Scott Clayton:       Present

Mr. Bill Foster:    Present

Ms. Gabriela Hernandez:      Present

Mrs. Jen Larsen:  Present

Dr. Rick Magee:   Present

Mrs. Courtney Martin: Present CD 7

Ms. Brenda Reed: Present j

Mr. Daniel Serencsics:  Present

Ms. Lauren Shekari:    Present

1. Call to Order Cn

r..s

I.A. Roll Call for Quorum

1. B. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Board Recognition/ A Salute to Excellence

2. A. Gifts, Grants,& Bequests

2. A. 1. Replacement Books

3. BOARD REPORTS- PROGRESS TOWARDS DISTRICT INITIATIVES

3. A. Berry and Rockwell End of Year SIP

Dr. Grieco and Ms. Soucy presented an update on their School Improvement Plans. Final data

will be provided to the Board at a later date.

4. Consent Calendar

4.A. Approval of Minutes

4. A. 1. March 19, 2026 Regular Board Meeting

Move to approve the minutes of the March 19, 2026 Regular Board Meeting. Passed with a
motion by Mrs. Jen Larsen and a second by Brenda Reed.
Mr. Scott Clayton: Abstain



Mrs. Courtney Martin:  Abstain

Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea

Ms. Gabriela Hernandez:      Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen:  Yea

Dr. Rick Magee:   Yea

Ms. Brenda Reed: Yea

Mr. Daniel Serencsics:  Yea

Ms. Lauren Shekari:     Yea

4. A. 2. March 30, 2026- Special Board of Education Meeting

Motion to approve the minutes of the March 30, 2026 BOE meeting. Passed with a motion by
Mr. Scott Clayton and a second by Gabriela Hernandez.
Mr. Scott Clayton: Yea

Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea

Ms. Gabriela Hernandez:       Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen:  Yea

Dr. Rick Magee:   Yea

Mrs. Courtney Martin:  Yea

Ms. Brenda Reed: Yea

Mr. Daniel Serencsics:  Yea

Ms. Lauren Shekari:     Yea

S. Correspondence

6. Public Comment

Zia Arakal, 48 Copper Square Drive - spoke in favor of Eid being added to the school calendar.

Jennie Kosela, 103 Milwaukee Ave.- spoke in favor of Eid being added to the school calendar.

Mysha Chowdhury, 6 Reid Lane - spoke in favor of Eid being added to the school calendar.

Dr. Jane Gangi, 60 Whippoorwill Rd. - shared copies of the 2 emails she sent to the Board, the

emails discussed bullies and a book she had her students read. The second email discussed the

age for kindergarten students.

7. Administrative/ Board Member Update

7.A. Board Chairperson Update

Mr. Clayton shared that the Newstimes has reached out looking to discuss Dr. Sackey' s
contract. Mr. Clayton and Dr. Sackey have spoken a number of times, the contract has been
signed. Mr. Clayton announced that Ms. Shekari has been named as Vice Chair of the Board.



Mr. Clayton and Mr. Toretti spoke about the Chris Herren event. Mr. Troetti said he was very

proud of the students and said the event was absolutely amazing. He also thanked Dan Carter
and the Town of Bethel for making this event happen. Mr. Clayton recognized Coach Grimes for

winning the SWC Achievement Award. Mr. Clayton shared that the budget passed. There has
been some discussion with the Board Chair Network about student reps on the board.  He said

this might be something to think about.

7. B. Administrative Update

Dr. Carver shared that the architect firm has completed the study on the BHS roof and would

like to present to the BOE. Dr. Carver suggested that this be a joint meeting with the BOE, BOF,

BOS, and Public Site - the date for this meeting is May 28th at 6pm. Dr. Carver shared that the

budget passed and would like to proceed with hiring for the year. Based on the budget, it looks
like we will not be able to add all the suggested new positions - we will hire a second MLL

teacher at BHS. Ideally, this person will be TESOL certified.  Dr. Carver would also like to hire the

additional security positions. Job descriptions would need to be created for the security

positions and voted on by the Board, Dr. Carver would like to have these positions filled before

the school year starts in August. Dr. Carver explained that since the district will not be hiring a

school psychologist, Dr. Sipala has looked at other options if needed such as contracting out if
needed, as well as working over the summer.  Dr. Carver, Dr. Brooks, and Ms. Hernandez are
registered to attend the Legislative Wrap Up on May 12th.  Mr. Clayton would also like to

attend, Kylie will register him.

7. 113. 1. 2025- 2026 BOE District Data Sheet

8. Reports to the Board

8. A. Curriculum, Assessment, & Professional Practices

8. A. 1. AP Cybersecurity Course and Curriculum

Dr. Doolan presented on the proposed new course, AP Cybersecurity and Curriculum. This

course will start in 10th grade and there are currently 22 students interested in this course. All

costs associated with this new course, platform, and training will be covered by the Perkins
grant.

Motion to approve the new course, AP Cybersecurity, and its curriculum. Passed with a

motion by Brenda Reed and a second by Mrs. Jen Larsen.
Mr. Scott Clayton: Yea

Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea

Ms. Gabriela Hernandez:      Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen:  Yea

Dr. Rick Magee:   Yea

Mrs. Courtney Martin:  Yea

Ms. Brenda Reed: Yea

Mr. Daniel Serencsics:  Yea



Ms. Lauren Shekari:     Yea

8. 13. Policy

8. 13. 1. First Reading

8. 6. 1. a. Policy 6142. 101P Student Wellness and Nutrition

8. 13. 1. b. Policy 6161. 13 Policy Regarding Library Collection Development and
Maintenance

8. 13. 1. c. Policy 6161. 12 Policy Regarding Library Material Review and
Reconsideration

8. 13. 1. d. Policy 6161. 14 Policy Regarding Library Displays and Programs

8. 13. 1. e. Policy 5113. 1 Working Papers

8. 13. 1. f. Policy and regulation 3542.43 Food Service Charging

8. 13. 1.g. Policy 1316 Conduct on School Property

8. 13. 1. h. Policy 5112 Age of Attendance

Move to move Policy 6144. 101, Policy 6161. 13, Policy 6161. 12, Policy 6161. 14, Policy 5113. 1,

Policy 3542. 43, Policy 1316, and Policy 5112 to a second reading. Passed with a motion by
Mrs. Jen Larsen and a second by Mr. Scott Clayton.
Mr. Scott Clayton: Yea

Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea

Ms. Gabriela Hernandez:      Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen:  Yea

Dr. Rick Magee:   Yea

Mrs. Courtney Martin:  Yea

Ms. Brenda Reed: Yea

Mr. Daniel Serencsics:  Yea

Ms. Lauren Shekari:     Yea

8. 13. 2. Second Reading/ Approval

8. 13. 2. a. Policy 5114— Discipline

Approve Policy 5114- Discipline Passed with a motion by Mrs. Jen Larsen and a. second by
Gabriela Hernandez.

Mr. Scott Clayton: Yea

Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea

Ms. Gabriela Hernandez:      Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen:  Yea

Dr. Rick Magee:   Yea



Mrs. Courtney Martin:  Yea

Ms. Brenda Reed: Yea

Mr. Daniel Serencsics:  Yea

Ms. Lauren Shekari:     Yea

8. C. Resource Management & Business Operations

8. C. 1. Finance

8. C. 1. a. Budget Transfers

Move to approve the budget transfers. Passed with a motion by Mr. Bill Foster and a second

by Dr. Rick Magee.
Mr. Scott Clayton: Yea

Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea

Ms. Gabriela Hernandez:      Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen:  Yea

Dr. Rick Magee:   Yea

Mrs. Courtney Martin:  Yea

Ms. Brenda Reed: Yea

Mr. Daniel Serencsics:  Yea

Ms. Lauren Shekari:     Yea

8. C. 1. b. Quarterly Spending Report

8. C. 2. Transportation Update

Mr. Foster explained that the current transportation contract is set to expire on June 30, 2027.

The district is preparing to go out to bid this coming fall.  Ms. Variale shared that the district is

looking at a joint initiative with the town to add Akdriven stop- arm safety technology on district
buses. We are in the process of scheduling meetings with a number of different vendors.

8. 1). Ad- Hoc Committee( s) Update

9. Action Items

9. A. Class of 2026 Graduation Date

Move to approve Wednesday, June 17, 2026, ( with a rain date of 6/ 18/ 26) as the Graduation

Day for the Class of 2026. Passed with a motion by Mr. Scott Clayton and a second by
Gabriela Hernandez.

Mr. Scott Clayton: Yea

Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea

Ms. Gabriela Hernandez.      Yea



Mrs. Jen Larsen:  Yea

Dr. Rick Magee:   Yea

Mrs. Courtney Martin:  Yea

Ms. Brenda Reed: Yea

Mr. Daniel Serencsics:  Yea

Ms. Lauren Shekari:     Yea

9. B. 2026- 2027 School Calendar— Approval

The Board discussed adding Eid- al- Fitr to the school calendar.

Move to approve the 2026- 2027 School Calendar. Failed with a motion by Mr. Scott Clayton

and a second by Brenda Reed.
Mr. Bill Foster:    Nay
Ms. Gabriela Hernandez:       Nay
Mrs. Jen Larsen:  Nay
Dr. Rick Magee:   Nay
Mrs. Courtney Martin:  Nay
Ms. Brenda Reed: Nay
Mr. Daniel Serencsics:  Nay
Ms. Lauren Shekari:      Nay
Mr. Scott Clayton: Yea

Motion to include Eid al- Fitr to the 2026- 2027, and approve the 2026- 2027 school calendar.

Passed with a motion by Gabriela Hernandez and a second by Lauren Shekari.
Mr. Scott Clayton: Nay
Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea

Ms. Gabriela. Hernandez:      Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen:  Yea

Dr. Rick Magee:   Yea

Mrs. Courtney Martin:  Yea

Ms. Brenda Reed: Yea

Mr. Daniel Serencsics:  Yea

Ms. Lauren Shekari:     Yea

9. C. 2027- 2028 School Calendar- Accept Draft

The Board discussed adding Eid- al- Fitr to the school calendar.

Move to accept the Draft 2027- 2028 School Calendar. Failed with a motion by Mr. Scott

Clayton and a second by Mr. Bill Foster.
Mr. Bill Foster:    Nay



Ms. Gabriela Hernandez:       Nay
Mrs. Jen Larsen:   Nay
Dr. Rick Magee:   Nay
Mrs. Courtney Martin:  Nay
Ms. Brenda Reed: Nay
Mr. Daniel Serencsics:  Nay
Ms. Lauren Shekari:      Nay
Mr. Scott Clayton: Yea

Motion to include Eid al- Fitr to the draft 2027- 2028, and approve the draft 2027- 2028 school

calendar. Passed with a motion by Mrs. Jen Larsen and a second by Gabriela Hernandez.
Mr. Scott Clayton: Nay
Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea

Ms. Gabriela Hernandez:      Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen:  Yea

Dr. Rick Magee:   Yea

Mrs. Courtney Martin:  Yea

Ms. Brenda Reed: Yea

Mr. Daniel Serencsics:  Yea

Ms. Lauren Shekari:      Yea

10. Recommended Executive Session

Administrative Attendance:  C Carver, K Brooks, J Variale

Board Members Attendance:

Mr. Scott Clayton:       Present

Mr. Bill Foster:    Present

Ms. Gabriela Hernandez:      Present

Mrs. Jen Larsen:  Present

Dr. Rick Magee:   Present

Mrs. Courtney Martin: Present

Ms. Brenda Reed: Present

Mr. Daniel Serencsics:  Present

Ms. Lauren Shekari:     Present

Move to enter into executive session at 8: 54 PM. Passed with a motion by Mr. Scott Clayton

and a second by Dr. Rick Magee.
Mr. Scott Clayton: Yea

Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea

Ms. Gabriela Hernandez:       Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen:  Yea

Dr. Rick Magee:   Yea



Mrs. Courtney Martin:  Yea

Ms. Brenda Reed: Yea

Mr. Daniel Serencsics:  Yea

Ms. Lauren Shekari:     Yea

I.O. A. Personnel Matter — Maternity Leave Request

Move to come out of Executive Session at 8:00 PM. Passed with a motion by Mr. Scott

Clayton and a second by Mrs. Courtney Martin.
Mr. Scott Clayton: Yea

Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea

Ms. Gabriela Hernandez:      Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen:  Yea

Dr. Rick Magee:   Yea

Mrs. Courtney Martin:  Yea

Ms. Brenda Reed: Yea

Mr. Daniel Serencsics:  Yea

Ms. Lauren Shekari:     Yea

Move to approve request for child rearing leave. Passed with a motion by Mrs. Courtney
Martin and a second by Dr. Rick Magee.
Mr. Scott Clayton: Yea

Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea

Ms. Gabriela Hernandez:      Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen:  Yea

Dr. Rick Magee:   Yea

Mrs. Courtney Martin:  Yea

Ms. Brenda Reed: Yea

Mr. Daniel Serencsics:  Yea

Ms. Lauren Shekari:     Yea

11. Adjourn

Move to adjourn at 9: 01 PM. Passed with a motion by Mr. Scott Clayton and a second by Dr.
Rick Magee.

Mr. Scott Clayton:       Yea

Mr. Bill Foster:    Yea

Ms. Gabriela Hernandez:      Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen:  Yea

Dr. Rick Magee:   Yea

Mrs. Courtney Martin:  Yea

Ms. Brenda Reed: Yea



Mr. Daniel Serencsics:  Yea

Ms. Lauren Shekari:      Yea

Respectfully submitted,

4-
Kylie D' Arcangelo

Board Recorder


