
Minutes of the Bethel Board of Education Regular Meeting- Budget Workshop- IT,

Curriculum, Special Education held on Thursday, February 5, 2026, in Board of Education
Conference Room E, 1 School Street, PO Box 253

Bethel, CT 06801, and via Live Stream

Attendance: None

Administrative Attendance: C Carver, K Brooks, J Variale, C Sipala, M Stabile, D Burns

S. Clayton, Chair, called the meeting to order at 7: 01 PM.

Board Members Attendance:

Mr. Scott Clayton: Present

Mrs. Kara DeBartolo:    Present

Mr. Bill Foster:    Present

Ms. Gabriela Hernandez:      Present

Mrs. Jen Larsen:  Present

Mrs. Courtney Martin: Absent

Ms. Brenda Reed: Present

Ms. Lauren Shekari:     Present

1. Call to Order

1. A. Roll Call for Quorum

1. 13. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Budget Workshop- IT, Curriculum, Special Education

Dr. Carver and her administrative team answered questions submitted by the Board of
Education on school psychological services, special education tuition costs, paraeducators,

speech- language pathologist, ESY salary reduction for paras, ESY teachers, special education

transportation, equipment purchases, social workers, COF staff, OTs and PTs, preschool, special
education numbers and high needs cases, bilingual evaluations, tech supplies and

Chromebooks, technology budget increase and electronic storage for records retention. The

Board will meet again on February 10, 2026, for the next budget workshop.

3. Correspondence

4. Public Comment

None.

S. Adjourn
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Move to adjourn at 8: 09 PM Passed with a motion by Mr. Scott Clayton second by Mrs.
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Jen Larsen.

Mr. Scott Clayton: Yea

Mrs. Kara DiBartolo:     Yea

Mr. Bill Foster:     Yea

Ms. Gabriela Hernandez:      Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen:  Yea

Ms. Brenda Reed: Yea

Ms. Lauren Shekari:     Yea

Respectfully submitted,

Kylie D' Arcangelo

Board Recorder


