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Special Meeting Minutes — January 26th, 2026
7: 00 P. M.,

Hosted by Google Meet"
rrI       
Fr-

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT:   D. Monroe, Chair; P. Perrefort, Vice-Chair;,Wl':
Baumgartner, M. Straniti - Thompson,     

Alternate, and T. Rotella tv

co

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT:      B. Cavagna, Former Town Planner, Attorney
C. Andres, Land Use Counsel; and A. Martinez,

Recording Secretary

COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT:     J. Oldham, K. Seaman

MEETING TO ORDER: D. Monroe called the meeting to order at 7: 05
p.m. and the Commissioners and Staff
introduced themselves. D. Monroe read the

Electronic Device Meeting Policy.

D. Monroe sat M. Straniti- Thompson for all remaining votes.

T. Rotella joined the meeting at 7: 07 pm.

PUBLIC HEARING:

IWC- 2025- 07 7 Rockwell Road - Modification of [Inland Wetlands]

Commission Denial (Application Accepted 1012712025, Public

Hearing Opening 1112412025, 35-Day Hearing Period Expires
1212912025)

P. Sullivan; Attorney from Cohen 8v Wolf, P. C; N. Marcus; former Attorney from Cohen
8s Wolf, P. C; J. Pedreira, Attorney from Cohen 8s Wolf, P. C; and M. Bjorken, owner of
property, all appeared for the Application.

P. Sullivan stated M. Bjorken consulted an engineer and the engineer advised him to

contact FEMA and the Army Corps of Engineers due to the property being in the
floodway.

P. Sullivan stated there is an existing appeal pending in the Superior Court concerning
the work done without a permit.
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M. Bjorken stated he spoke to an engineer in Newtown, CT and the engineer stated the

Town of Bethel needs to reach out to FEMA.

B. Cavagna stated she is up to date on the meetings regarding the application, and
stated in the previous meeting the applicant was going to submit a Site Plan during
the meeting, and the Town involving with FEMA was not their responsibility.

C. Andreas discussed who has jurisdiction over flood- related matters, and the Inland
Wetlands Commission's jurisdiction is separate, dealing with impacts on flooding and
specific wetlands regulations.

P. Sullivan stated if the initial appeal claiming the work was " as of right" is successful,
then a permit would not be needed.

No one spoke in favor or against from the general public.

The Commission asked questions and made comments.

B. Cavagna, and Attorney C. Andres answered questions raised by the Commission.

Motion by P. Perrefort, seconded by M. Straniti - Thompson to close the Public

Hearing. Motion passed unanimously.

BUSINESS ITEMS:

REGULAR MINUTES: Motion by P. Perrefort, seconded by M. Straniti - Thompson, to

approve Regular Meeting Minutes of 12/ 08/ 2025. Motion passed ( 4- 1- 0). T. Rotella-

abstain.

P. Perrefort and T. Rotella stated they are up to date on the special meeting minutes.

SPECIAL MINUTES: Motion by P. Perrefort, seconded by T. Rotella, to approve Special
Meeting Minutes of 11/ 13/ 2025. Motion passed ( 3- 2- 0). M. Straniti- Thompson, and

K. Baumgartner - abstain.

INVOICE: Motion by P. Perrefort, seconded by K. Baumgartner, to approve invoice
payment of$ 755. 90 to the Danbury NewsTimes legal notice postings. Motion passed
unanimously.

WORK SESSION:

IWC- 2025- 07 7 Rockwell Road- Modification of[ Inland Wetlands]

Commission Denial (Application Accepted 1012712025, Public

Hearing Opening 1112412025, 35-Day Hearing Period Expires
1212912025)

D. Monroe opened the floor to discussion by the Commission. Discussion ensued.
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B. Cavagna discussed FEMA being involved in past applications.

C. Andres stated J. McManus flagged a few areas on the property as wetlands but did
not provide a site plan.

C. Andres discussed Connecticut General Statues § 22a- 19 regarding intervention in
proceedings.

Upon polling the Commission for a consensus and determining one was reached, D.
Monroe requested Staff draft a" Resolution of Denial" for the next Regular Meeting on
February 23rd, 2026.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Motion by P. Perrefort, seconded by M. Straniti - Thompson to enter Executive Session

at 7: 58 p.m. to discuss Bjorken v. Inland Wetlands and Watercourse Commission of
the Town of Bethel DBD- CV24- 6050584- S ( J.D. Danbury).

Invited to attend were C. Andres, Land Use Counsel, B. Cavagna, Former Town

Planner; and A. Martinez, Recording Secretary.

Upon polling the Commission for a consensus and determining one was reached, the
Commission exited the Executive Session at 8: 30 p. m. Only discussion occurred, no
votes were taken.

COMMISSION COMMENTS: None

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion by T. Rotella, seconded by P. Perrefort, to adjourn at 8: 31 p.m. Motion passed
unanimously.

Res ectfully Submitted,

manda Martinez

Recording Secretary
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