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My name is Diane Kopta and | have lived at 75
Reservoir Street for 45 years.

In reviewing the Site Development plan on the Town
Website | have several serious concerns about this
development. Didn't my good friend Carol Murphy,
who sold you the property, tell me that the
understanding you made with her was to build a one
family house? Why did you, the developers, change
your mind?

| understand the application you are putting forth is for
3 buildings with a total of 6 units 2 of which are marked
as affordable housing. My way of thinking is that to
include a third building based on the fact that it is
affordable housing does not do much to help the
affordable housing percentage that is required by the
Town of Bethel to satisfy. Why have a third building at
all? Why not 2 if you are not going to do a one family
house as you told Mrs. Murphy?



In your News Times article in March, it was stated that
the property was "run down." To my way of thinking over
the last 45 years that | have lived here, when Bob
Murphy was alive that corner was maintained
immaculately and was a very appealing

piece of natural undeveloped property. It is you who
have not maintained the property since it was sold to
youl.

Now on to my main concerns:

Safety of persons traveling on Reservoir Street.
There have been 2 accidents in the last two years, the
first at Reservoir Street and Knollwood Drive and more
recently just a few feet away from Knollwood Drive at
Saxon Road and Reservoir Street.

Why? Although the Bethel Police very often are sitting
in their cruisers catching speeders on this straight
stretch of road, they cannot be there 24/7. If there were
speed bumps which are other places in Town and are
very effective at slowing cars down, this would help but
it iIs a mute point right now. The speed bumps on
Mountainville Road in Danbury are extremely effective
in slowing down traffic, as is the case on Bethpage



Road in Bethel, Oxford Road in Bethel and recently a
Speed Table and another speed bump on Whittlesey
Drive in Bethel to deter speeders in front of the high
school property. | and my neighbors recommend speed
bumps on Reservoir Street. The speeding especially
from the stop sign at Bethpage to the end of

Reservoir Street at the Danbury line are a mandatory
item needed to deter speeding and potential more
accidents.

If the three proposed buildings are approved, the

line of sight looking left as you go out of Knollwood
Drive looks to be further compromised by the third
closest to Reservoir Street building, and what if for
instance the people living in the unit decide to put up
Rhododendron or Azalea plants that even further
compromise the line of sight. The line of sight is the
major reason for the two accidents we have had at this
end of Reservoir Street in the last two years.

Onyour "Grading/Erosion" page, it shows where right at
the end of Knollwood Drive there is going to be debris
from excavating and blasting stored there which will
add to the bad line of sight coming from the end of
Reservoir Street toward Knollwood Drive when a car is
trying to turn in either direction.



Drainage:

We have had so many heavy rains and flash floods

in the last few years, perhaps due to climate change, |
am questioning if enough drainage/storm drains are
provided, especially for Mrs. Scollon at 69 Reservoir
Street who has a downward sloping driveway directly in
front of the proposed construction so she does not end
up with water in her garage.

As well, the people living on the right side of Saxon Road
since | have lived here the last 45 years have
experienced multiple floodings in their basements/first
floors. It is possible that these flash floods cannot be
taken care of by the drainage system you propose,
adding to their flooding conditions. A friend of mine on
Saxon Road after 3 incidents of flooded first floor,
moved due to flooding.

Blasting: | read on the Narrative Page "Blasting shall be
used to remove the rock to a point 2' below the finished
ground elevations." | also read "bedrock becomes
shallower as one goes up the slope."

During the building of the Toll Brothers development



at 77-79 Reservoir Street, | was the closest house to the
blast site, which | call the "Summer of Hell."

Every morning when the whistle sounded there was one
minute before the blast.

My house shook during every blast and stuff in my
house and my neighbor's house at 73 Reservoir Street
fell off our walls. Across the street on the Murphy
property at 74 Reservoir Street,

large stones from the old farm walls bounced out of the
walls after many blasts.

After the blasting was done, we found one of our stone
walls outside our front door had heaved rocks. This was
caused by the blasting so close.

Flyrock is not allowed to land on any one's property
from blasting. | came home one day and my neighbors
came running over to tell me they had heard rocks
pinging off my barn wall. We went to look and there
were different sized flyrock from the back of my
property all the way up to the back of my barn and
house.



If my kids, such as those who now reside at
/1 Reservoir Street were playing in the yard at that time,
they would have gotten pounded in the head.

Are there going to be seismographs used, and where
will they be placed if this application should be
accepted?

Knollwood Drive buildings were built around 1972 by a
developer. Now 53 years later, are their foundations
and walls going to be able to withstand the blasting so
close to their homes?

Lastly, for consideration by the builder, Toll Brothers in
2002 initially proposed 127 affordable units. After
years of the town and Toll Brothers going back and forth
on the project, the development reduced its proposal
to 62 which gentrified the neighborhood in a tasteful
acceptable manner.

Since it has been stated there is less bedrock at the
upper end of the property, why not consider the one-
family house which this land is currently zoned for?

A one-family house would solve the issue of
blasting/excavation where there is less bedrock, less



truck loads to remove debris on this narrow, heavily
trafficked road, less debris to add to a bad line of site
that already exists, less runoff from Iimpervious
surfaces, such as shingled roofs, paved driveways, and
will not detract from the value of the homes
surrounding this development, but add to it.

| think given the number of heavy truckloads of debris
being removed, consideration should be given to
possible damage to the old pipes, sewer and water, in
our road.

Will the repeated heavy truckloads cause damage to
the pipes?

In summary, another development of the same kind as
the recent two across Knollwood Drive, where the units
are crammed together creates a lot of issues that
detract from the quality and safety of the neighborhood
as it now exists, and from the life of the taxpayers who
already living here.

Respectfully,

Diane Kopta, 75 Reservoir Street



