BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Clifford J. Hurgin Municipal Center, 1 School Street
Bethel, Connecticut 06801 Telephone: (203) 794-8501

Dan Carter, First Selectman
Bryan Terzian, Selectman
Richard C. Straiton, Selectman

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
Tuesday, November 4, 2025 at 7:00 pm — Hybrid Meeting
Clifford J. Hurgin Municipal Center, 1 School St., Bethel, CT Meeting Room B

Present: First Selectman Dan Carter, Selectman Bryan Terzian, and Selectman Rich Straiton.
Town Counsel Melanie O’Brien, Director of Public Works, Eric Swenson, and Tax Assessor, 1zzy

Hirt, also attended. Economic Development Director, Janice Chrzescijanek, attended virtuallg
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Meeting called to order at 7:00pm. ’ e 8
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Approval of minutes: o
Consideration of approval of Board of Selectmen Regular Meeting minutes from October

21, 2025:
Motion made by Selectman Terzian, and seconded by Selectman Straiton, to approve the minutes

from October 21, 2025, as written. Vote, all in favor. Motion carries.

Reports: .
First Selectman’s Report: None

Old Business:
Discussion of Volunteer Fire and EMS incentives:
First Selectman Carter opened the discussion with the pros and cons of tax abatements vs.

incentives for the fire departments. Among the suggestions made were:
¢ One year pilot program
e Pay per call
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e Reduced fees for Transfer Station and/or Parks and Recreation programs or a discount to
use the Field House
Discussion ensued. First Selectman Carter would like to make proposals to the Board of Fire
Commission at their next meeting and then present it to the Board of Finance. Motion made by
Selectman Straiton, and seconded by Selectman Terzian, to recommend to the Board of Finance
an appropriation of $100,000. to use for a Fire Department Incentive Program. Vote, all in favor.
Motion carries.

Consideration of creating an Ad Hoc Downtown Advisory Committee:
Economic Development Director, Janice Chrzescijanek, gave suggestions of what the vision is for
the proposed committee: seven members, a combination of business owners and property owners
to advocate and support their needs in downtown Bethel. First Selectman Carter commented:
e any committee would need to follow minority representation
e the proposed committee would be asked to write bylaws and have them approved
by the Board of Selectmen
the proposed committee should report annually to the Board of Selectmen
o the Board of Selectmen requested a list of possible appointees by the next BOS
meeting on 11/18/2025.
No vote taken or necessary.

New Business:

Consideration and/or approval of emergency repair of Truck 10:

Director of Public Works, Eric Swenson, gave an overview of the request. The quote is to replace

the dump truck’s body not the chassis. This has been on the capital plan for a while.

Motion made by Selectman Straiton, and seconded by Selectman Terzian, to recommend to the
Board of Finance to approve an amount not to exceed $94,500.for the emergency repair of Truck

 10. Vote, all in favor. Motion carries.

Consideration and/or approval of Holiday Display applications:

Four applications were received. Discussion ensued regarding the possibility of waiving the
current requirement for insurance for the displays. First Selectman Carter made a motion, which
was seconded by Selectman Straiton, to approve the four Holiday Display applications received
for PT Barnum Square to be set up no earlier than 11/29/2025 and must be taken down no later
than the end of the day on 1/3/2026. Insurance is no longer required, however a signed indemnity
and hold harmless agreement form will need to be signed prior to the Holiday Display being put
up. Vote, all in favor. Motion carries.

Consideration and/or approval of continuing the Sculpture Exhibit in 2026, and possibly on
a yearly basis:

Economic Development Director, Janice Chrzescijanek, stated this year is the third year Bethel
Arts has sponsored a Sculpture Exhibit. They would like permission for the next sculpture exhibit
which will run from April, 2026 -April, 2027. Discussion ensued. Motion made by Selectman
Terzian, and seconded by Selectman Straiton, to approve the next sculpture exhibit for the 2026-
2027 year. Vote, all in favor. Motion carries.
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Consideration of appointment of the new Poet Laureate, Hannah Lipman, for a term of three
years beginning January 1, 2026:

Motion made by First Selectman Carter, and seconded by Selectman Straiton, to appoint Hannah
Lipman as the new Poet Laureate for a term of three years beginning January 1, 2026. Vote, all in
favor. Motion carries.

Consideration of proposal to continue environmental services to address salt impacts on
multiple private residential wells:

First Selectman Carter gave an overview of the agenda item. First Selectman Carter made a
motion, which was seconded by Selectman Straiton, to approve $25,000. from Legal, to continue
with the monitoring of the wells in the Garella Road area.” Discussion ensued. Vote, all in favor.
Motion carries.

Approval of Urstadt Biddle Tax Appeal Settlement. Freedom of Information Act, C. G. S.
Section 1-200(6) (B) Executive Session Anticipated.

Motion made by First Selectman Carter, and seconded by Selectman Straiton, to enter Executive
Session at 7:44pm and invite in: Town Counsel Melanie O’Brien, Tax Assessor, Izzy Hirt, and
Recording Secretary, Mary Churchill. Vote, all in favor. Motion carries.

Motion made by First Selectman Carter, and seconded by Selectman Terzian, to exit from
Executive Session at 7:52pm. Vote, all in favor. Motion carries.

Motion made by First Selectman Carter, which was read by Town Counsel O’Brien, and seconded
by Selectman Straiton, to approve the tax appeal settlement with Urstadt Biddle as presented by
the Tax Assessor, and authorize entering into a judgment by stipulation on behalf of the Town of
Bethel, by the Town’s Special Counsel, Owen Weaver, acceptable to the Tax Assessor, Elizabeth
Hirt. Vote, all in favor. Motion carries.

Adjourn:
Motion made by Selectman Terzian, and seconded by Selectman Straiton, to adjourn the meeting

at 7:53pm. Vote, all in favor. Motion carries.

Respectfully submitted,
’WMY %&M

Mary Churchill
Recording Secretary
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