
Minutes of the Board of Education POLICY Committee Meeting held on Thursday, October 9,
2025, in Board of Education Conf. Room E, 1 School Street, PO Box 253, Bethel, CT 06801 and

via Live Stream.

Attendance:

Gabriela Hernandez

Administrative Attendance: C Carver, K Brooks, J Variale

J Larsen, Chair, called the meeting to order at 6: 02 PM.

Board Members Attendance:

r i"Ti
Mrs. Kara DiBartolo:    Present

Mr. Bill Foster:    Absent C-)    i' a

Mrs. Jen Larsen:  Present irn

Ms. Pat Rist:       Present
o?

Mr. Jeffrey Spies: Present
o

0

1. Call to Order

1. A. Roll Call for Quorum

2.. First Reading
2. A. Policy 6171 - Special Education

The statement about fiscal considerations will be removed, Dr. Carver spoke with Shipman

about this, they said it is fine to remove it.

Move Policy 6171- Special Education to the Board for a first reading. Passed with a motion by
Ms. Pat Rist and a second by Mrs. Kara DiBartolo.
Mrs. Kara DiBartolo:   Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen: Yea

Ms. Pat Rist:     Yea

Mr. Jeffrey Spies:       Yea

3. Second Reading
3. A. Policy 6140- Curriculum

Social Studies will be kept as is, we will not be separating out each individual subject area.

Move Policy 6140- Curriculum to the full Board for a second reading/ approval Passed with a

motion by Mrs. Jen Larsen and a second by Ms. Pat Rist.
Mrs. Kara DiBartolo:   Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen: Yea



Ms Pat Rist:      Yea

Mr. Jeffrey Spies:       Yea

3. B. Policy 6159- Individualized Education Plans

Move Policy 6159- Individualized Education Plans to the full Board for a second

reading/ approval Passed with a motion by Mrs. Jen Larsen and a second by Ms. Pat Rist.
Mrs. Kara DiBartolo:   Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen: Yea

Ms Pat Rist:      Yea

Mr. Jeffrey Spies:       Yea

3. C. Policy 3171- Non Lapsing Education Fund

Dr. Carver mentioned we will keep the naming consistent— it will say" Non Lapsing Fund."
Kylie will update on the district website.  Dr. Carver attended a legal seminar and found out

once the budget passes, the BEA and the BAA will need to be notified in writing what the

intended use for these funds will be. J Spies suggesting making criteria for this. Dr. Carver

discussed creating a regulation for this policy.  Dr. Carver and Jen Variale will work on a draft
regulation.

Move Policy 3171- Non Lapsing Education Fund to the full Board for a second

reading/ approval Passed with a motion by Mrs. Jen Larsen and a second by Ms. Pat Rist.
Mrs. Kara DiBartolo:   Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen: Yea

Ms Pat Rist:      Yea

Mr. Jeffrey Spies:       Yea

3. 1). Policy 5118. 21- Educational Opportunities for Military Children

Move Policy 5118. 21- Educational Opportunities for Military Children to the full Board for a

second reading/ approval Passed with a motion by Mrs. Jen Larsen and a second by Mr. Jeffrey
Spies.

Mrs. Kara DiBartolo:   Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen: Yea

Ms Pat Rist:      Yea

Mr. Jeffrey Spies:       Yea

3. E. Policy and Regulation 4133- Travel

Move Policy and Regulation 4133- Travel to the full Board for a second reading/ approval

Passed with a motion by Mrs. Jen Larsen and a second by Ms. Pat Rist.
Mrs. Kara DiBartolo:   Yea



Mrs. Jen Larsen: Yea

Ms Pat Rist:      Yea

Mr. Jeffrey Spies:       Yea

3. 17. Policy 4234- Organizational Units

Move Policy 4234- Organizational Units to the full Board for a second reading/ approval

Passed with a motion by Mrs. Jen Larsen and a second by Mrs. Kara DeBartolo.
Mrs. Kara DiBartolo:   Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen: Yea

Ms Pat Rist:      Yea

Mr. Jeffrey Spies:       Yea

4. Policies for future review/ discussion

4. A. Policy 5114 Discipline

4. B. Library Material Review and Reconsideration

4. C. Library Collection Development and Maintenance

4. D. Library Display and Program

5. Public Comment

Gabriela Hernandez- 114 Knollwood Drive. She would like mental health services to be

considered within policy 5118. 21, She would like SRO' s to remain uninvolved in disciplinary
action.

6. Adjourn

Move to adjourn at 6: 27 PM. Passed with a motion by Mrs. Jen Larsen and a second by Ms.
Pat Rist.

Mrs. Kara DiBartolo:   Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen: Yea

Ms Pat Rist:      Yea

Mr. Jeffrey Spies:       Yea

Respectfully submitted,
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Board Recorder


