FEconomic @eve[opment Commission

Town of Bethel, Connecticut

Bethel Municipal Center * 1 School Street * Bethel, Connecticut 06801

(203)794—8540 Facsimile (203) 778-7520 -
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING E:‘i
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2025 ig
4:00 PM i

PRESENT- Chairman Nick Vitti, John Lennon, Kevin McMahon, and Ed Tomasko. Also present:
was Janice Chrzescijanek, Economic Development Director, and Dan Carter, First Selectiman

ABSENT~ john Francis, Steve DeMoura

CALL TO ORDER~ Chairman Vitti called the meeting to order at 4:02p.m.
PUBLIC COMMENT~ None.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES~ Ed Tomasko made a motion fo approve the minutes of the meeting

dated 8/20/2025. Nick Vitti seconded the motion. Vote, all in favor. John Lennon and Kevin
McMahon abstained. Motion approved.

PRESENTATION FROM CT MAIN STREET~

Michelle McCabe, Executive Director, and Kristen Lopez, Senior Director of Programs, from
CT Main Street presented a check for $5,000 to the Commission for the startup of the Main
Street Accelerator Program to help with downtown revitalization.

Motion made by Ed Tomasko, and seconded by John Lennon, to add invoices to the agenda.
Vote, all in favor. Motion approved.

INVOICES~

Motion made by Ed Tomasko, and seconded by Kevin McMahon, to approve the invoice from
What A Production LLC in the amount of $2,000 for the “Quality of Life” and “Economic
Development” videos. Vote, all in favor. Motion approved.

ECONOMIC DIRECTORS REPORT~ see attached

Janice Chrzescijanek reported the Business Meet and Greet will be meeting in early October
to begin planning for 2026. This will be hosted at Greenwood Features at no cost.
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The Main Street Accelerator Program subcommittee is being evaluated by the Town Attorney.
Both the “Quality of Life” and “Economic Development” videos from What A Production LLC
are complete for the Commission to evaluate and give comments. John Lennon and Nick Vitti
stated that the “Quality of Life” video was very well done.

There are 10 new business and none dissolved within the last month.
Janice is working with a high school student for a semester to focus on business spotlights.

The TOD public hearing was held on 9/16/2025. Kevin McMahon stated that he felt this
was a more posmve meeting than previous meetings held. The EDC letters were brought into
conversation in a positive way during the meeting. The public hearing was continued with
no decision made. The next public hearing for the TOD will be on 10/28/2025.

There are 15 commercial properties available. 76 Stony Hill Road sold on 8/6/2025 for
$1,692,875.

ADJOURN~ A motion to adjourn was made by Ed Tomasko, the motion was seconded by
Kevin McMahon. Vote was taken, all in favor, motion approved.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:53p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kegj‘ﬁgz/sg

Recording Secretary




ECcONOMIC DEVELOPMENT MONTHLY REPORT
SEPTEMBER 2025

2025 INITIATIVES

¢ Business Retention and Expansion — See below

e  Workforce Development

e Marketing — See below

e Attract and Develop Small-Scale Manufacturing, Business Incubators, Makerspaces, Coworking Facilities
e  Parking and Mobility

e Transportation

e Commercial Real Estate Land and Redevelopment Opportunities — See below

*Bolded items have new updates

EDC SUBCOMMITTEES .
R
1. Business Meet and Greet - Subcommittee Members: Nick Vitti, Kevin McMahon and Ed Tomasko
. Meetfng in éaxly, Octobet to start planning for 2026

2. Matketing Plan - Subcommittee Members: John Francis and Jay Streaman
o Main Street Accelerator Program through CT Main Street.
o Develop an EDC subcommittee of business owners to take on the development of the website
and to identify other downtown needs. Being evaluated by town attorney.
e Video Proposal from What A Production —
o Quality of Life video is complete — EDC comments. Next is ED video.
o Placemaking Signage

3. Parking and Mobility
e . Subcommittee Members: Steve DeMoura, John Lennon, and Jay Streaman

e Plan is being reviewed by the Planning & Zoning Commission.

4. Bethel Cultural District = town attorney is reviewing to determine the process for moving forward.

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT AND SUPPORT

Business Visitation Program — 992 visits

Business Assistance (relocation, financial, expansion, location, permit) — 1,496
Bethel’s Office of Economic Development | Monthly Report




New Businesses - .10

- Business Name - ' | : v * Business Address
Skeepoo LLC 60 Nashville Road Ext.
Loiola Property Group LLC 25 Grand St; Apt. 12

| Milk and More Wellness, PLLC | 14 Sharon Ct.
Domina LLC 66 Wooster St.
oraccuz LLC | 5 Benedict Rd.
APA COLE LLC 1 Cole La.
PAINTING BELTRAN LLC 159 Chestnut Ridge Rd.
ONYX 3 LLC 8 Granite Dr.
SMART LOGISTICS LLC - Motor Vebicle Towing 153 Grassy Plain St., 10
J.E.M. Properties LLC 18 Wooster St.

Dissolved Businesses — None

Business Spotlights — Partnering with Bethel High School

Commercial Real Estate Land and Redevelopment Opportunities
e TOD - Public Hearing was September 16 at 7:00pm

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE
.

Inventory

. Date -~ ~ Available Commercial ~ Occupancy  Sq. Footage - Available . Acres

e S - 'VI’,to'per'tjes' ' . Rate* - . A_vailable . Sites Available
September 2025 | 15 1 98% 203,366 B 7.35
August 2025 ‘ 16 4 97.9 - |- 294,898 1 7.35
July 2025 - .18 97.6% . 350,081 - 1 ©7.35
June 2025 ' 15 ' S 98% 271,183 1 7.35
May 2025 =~ [ 13- 98.3%. - | . 199,630 1 735
April 2025 14 98.1% 1203,719 1 .5.49
February 2025 13 S 983% - | 119816 2. 8.51
January 2025 ‘ 13 98.3% 158,301 - 2 8.51
November 2024 13" 98.3% 136,062 2 8.51
October 2024 13 98.3% 142,760 2 8.51
* Qenpancy Rate: Available Commercial Propersies/ 750 commercial properties  Sonrce LogpNet
* 4 Trowbridge - 7.35 actes available
e New development at 18 Francis J Clarke and 36 Stony Hill Rd. = 40,450 square feet
Cutrrent Commercial Development/Redevelopment
e . Building B  Square Feet ~ Estimated Completion
18 Francis ] Clarke Circle ' 19,600 Q32025
48 Stony Hill Road — The Grand at Stony Hill © 9,606 — Retail ~ Q32025
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185 Grassy Plain - Rizzo 100,000 Q42025
36 Stony Hill Road — The Farms at Stony Hill 20,900 - Medical Q4 2025
20 Trowbridge Dr. — Legacy Overland 20,000 - Q32025
~ 21 Trowbridge Drive =~ . 30,000 Cothd
19 Trowbridge Drive 115,600 Q42025
Commertcial Sales Transactions
Building Sale Date Sale Price Price/SF SF
8 Francis J. Clarke Citcle 2/3/2025 $2,250,000 $118.90 18,926
159 Greenwood Ave. 2/7/2025 $1,200,000 $170.90 7,020
20 Trowbridge . 2/7/2025 ¢ $410,000 n/a " 2.55 acres
5 School Street, Unit 2A 3/3/25 $125.000 $113.64 1,100
19 Trowbridge Drive 7/22/2025 "$300,000 n/a 3.02 acres
76 Stony Hill Road 8/6/2025 $1,692,875 $308.40 5,489

2025 YID - $5,977,875
2024 YTD - $39,705,000
2023 YTD - $17,849,000

CLARKE PARK EXPANSION

Property Status

. Offer Accepted -~

Contract

Application Review

P&Z

Application
Approved

19 Trowbridge Drive Complete/ Closed Approved July 2025
20 Trowbridge Drive Yes ‘Complete/Closed Approved Jan. 2025
21 Trowbridge Drive Yes Complete/Closed In Process '
23 Trowbtidge Drive Yes Complete/Closed ‘

ECONOMIC DATA

Bethel Labor Statistics

. -LaborForce ~ Employed . Unemployed  BethelUR ~ DanburyLMUR  CIUR
July 2025 12,413 11,925 488 3.9% ’ 4 ' 4.2%
June 2025 12,141 11,767 - 374 - 3.1% '

- May 2025 12,154 11,689 465 3.8%
April 2025 12,182 . 11,754 428 3.5%
March 2025 12,107 - 11,618 489 4.0%
February 2025 11,968 11,441 527 4.4%
|__January 2025 12,105 11,631 474 3.9%
December 2024 11,139 10,852 287 - 2.6%

November S ‘ :
2004 11,128 10,840 288 2.6%

October 2024 11,117 10,872 - 245 2.2%
September :

2024 , 11063 - 10809 254 2.3%
August 2024 10,964 10,637 327 3.0%

Source: CT Department of Labor UR = Unemployment Rate
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Net Grand List

3,000,000,000.00

2,500,000,000.00 o

1,891,220,000.00 1,917,648,980.00

Net Grand List

2,039,778,550.00 2,069,704,000.00

. 2,740,126540 2,759 0 2,756,436,200

2,000,000,000.00
1,500,000,000.00
1,000,000,000.00
500,000,000.00 -
‘mSeries] 1,891,220,000.00 ~ 1,917,648,980.00 ' 2,038,778,550.00 | 2,069,704,000.00 - 2,740,126540 - 2,759,60,930 2,756,436200
2024
# of Accounts  Gross Assessment  Exemptions Total Net Assessment
Real Estate 7,469 2,380,243,610 7,874,590 - 2,372,369,020
Commercial 216,575,280
Industrial 82,386,500
Personal Property 1,390 232,661,750 44,016,650 188,645,100
Motor Vehicle 18,553 196,594,620 1,172,540 195,422,080
Final Total 53,063,780 '2,756,436,200
2023 '
# of Accounts  Gross Assessment  Exemptions Total Net Assessment
Real Estate 7,677 2,354,931,190 5,286,410 2,349,644,780
Commercial 216,817,550
Industrial 82,418,210
Personal Property 1,435 230,698,100 44,555,950 186,142,150
Motor Vehicle 18,568 225,442,660 1,627,660 223,815,000
Final Total 27,680 2,811,071,950 51,470,020 2,759,601,930
2022
# of Accounts  Gross Assessment  Exemptions Total Net Assessment
Real Estate 7,660 2,341,692,170 3,932,950 2,337,759,220
Commercial 216,471,260
Industrial 82,045,110
Personal Property 1,360 213,542,730 44,046,350 169,496,380
Motor Vehicle 18,310 234,899,610 2,028,670 232,870,940
Final Total 27,330 2,790,134,510 50,007,970

2,740,126,540
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