Sustainable Bethel Commission

Clifford J. Hurgin Municipal Center, 1 School Street
Bethel, Connecticut 06801 Telephone: (203) 794-8501

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING

Wednesday, July' 16, 2025 at 6:00 pm - Hybrid Meeting
Clifford J. Hurgin Municipal Center, 1 School St., Bethel, CT 06801
Meeting Room D

Present: Chair Kathryn Hebert, Gabriela Hernandez, Dana Dessereaux Krista Swanson-
Fiorini, Suneetha Malkani attended in-person. :

Absent: Kelly Coladarci, Peter Schenkman, Tia Murphy,
ey
Py CD
K. Hebert called the meeting to order at 6:08pm. i—;j L";
‘ i
Public Comments: James Keene 114 Knollwood Drive A E
Correspondence: Rebecca Hussey 73 Linda Lane -

A. Martinez read the correspondence into the record (see attached).

Chairman Report: None

Consideration of approval of the regular meeting minutes from 6/18/2025:
Motion made by K. Swanson-Fiorini, and seconded by D. Dessereaux, to approve the
regular meeting minutes, as written, from 6/18/2025. Motion passed unanimously.

Consideration to cancel August 20, 2025, Sustainable Bethel Commission meeting:
Motion made by G. Hernandez, and seconded by K. Swanson-Fiorini, to not cancel the
Regular Meeting of August 20, 2025. Motion passed unanimously.

Discuss and consider Sustainable Bethel Commission subcommittee structure:
K. Hebert opened the floor for to discussion by the Commission. Discussion ensued.

Motion made by D. Dessereaux, and seconded by G. Hernandez to amend the motion to
split it into two parts, subcommittee structure and subcommittee by laws. Motion passed

unanimously.

Motion made by D. Dessereaux, and seconded by K. Swanson-Fiorini to form a
subcommittee by laws. Motion passed unanimously.
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D. Dessereaux, K. Swanson-Fiorini, and G. Hernandez will be in the subcommittee by
laws, and will have a presentation for the Commission by the next Regular Meeting.

Discuss and consider to continue to include Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI)

language:
K. Hebert opened the floor for to discussion by the Commission. Discussion ensued.

Motion made by G. Hernandez, and seconded by S. Malkani to continue to include
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) language within the Commission. Motion passed
unanimously.
Commissioner Reports:
Solar: S. Malkani stated she met with a representative for a group of venders through

" Eversource. Eversource has a program called SBEA, a small business energy advantage
program to reduce their energy costs. Discussion ensued.

Urban Forestry/pollinator pathway program: K. Swanson-Fiorini stated the next step
is to go through the gardens within the Town of Bethel and request to register them as
pollinator pathways. Discussion ensued.

West Conn Student Steward Project Collaboration: G. Hernadez stated no one had
reached out yet about being an intern. Possibility of adding more Colleges down the road
for the intern program. K. Hebert mentioned the idea of meeting with the new West Conn
President to discuss the intern program. Discussion ensued.

Earth Day 2026: G. Hernadez stated she was able to check in with the Sustainable
Connecticut awards ceremony, a representative of Eversource attended and asked them
how to get in contact with the mobility exhibit, and found out it is already booked. It is in
the processes of getting a second mobility exhibit, and was able to put the Commission
on the potential waiting list. Discussion ensued.

America 250 — Bethel CT: K. Hebert stated the committee will be meeting every two
weeks to be able to get a table at the “Shop and Stroll”, and get a submission form for
anyone in the Town of Bethel that has a great idea, or a story. Presented to the Commission
America 250 website on the town website and how to negative the website and submit an
event, a story, an idea, etc. D. Carter, First Selectman, will be adding America 250 to his
weekly newsletters. K. Herbert distributed an American 250 card to the Commission that
will be available to the Public (see attached). Discussion ensued.

Other Business:

S. Malkani stated she would like to invite the representative for a group of venders
through Eversource at one of the next Regular Meetings as a guest speaker. Discussion
ensued.
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G. Hernandez stated at the Sustainable Connecticut award ceremony, she spoke to Anna
who works CT Children’s and who talks to different Towns, organizations, etc; regarding
pedestrian safety. Anna will put together a tentative proposal to be presented to the
Commission and/or Town Departments. G. Hernandez suggested to connect with D.
Carter, First Selectman, on this proposal. Discussion ensued.

Next Meeting: Wednesday, August 20, 2025 at 6:00pm in Meeting Room A

Motion made by G. Hernandez, and seconded by D. Dessereaux to adjourn the meeting at
7:20 pm. Motion passed unanimously.

Rfjectfully subm

Amanda Martinez
Recording Secretary
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7/15/25, 10:57 AM TOWN OF BETHEL, CT Mail - Fwd: Correspondence for the Sustainable Bethel Commission

: | N
@ﬁm@” ; ' Amanda Martinez <martineza@bethel-ct.gov>

Fwd: Correspondenc;e for the Sustainable Bethel Commission

Susfainable Bethel <sustainablebethel@bethel-ct.gov> Tue, Jul 15, 2025 at 10:47 AM
To: Amanda Martinez <martineza@bethel-ct.gov> \

}
Begin forwarded message:

From: Rebecca Hussey <rhussey174@gmail.com>

Date: July 11, 2025 at 4:41:44 PM EDT

To: sustainablebethel@bethel-ct.gov

Cc: Dan Carter <carterd@bethel-ct.gov>

Subject: Correspondence for the Sustainable Bethel Commission

Please share this message with the Sustainable Bethel Commissioners. Thank you!
Dear Sustainable Bethel Commission,

Thank you all for the work you do. On listening to the recording of the May 21st, 2025, meeting and reading
the minutes of the June 18th, 2025, meeting, | noted that you will be discussing whether to continue the use
of diversity, equity, and inclusion in the work of the commission. | want to express my strong support of
these words and concepts and urge you to continue using them in your work and in the materials your
committee distributes. Diversity, equity, and inclusion are at the heart of the work that the Sustainability
Commission does, and without those terms, the mission is weakened and compromised. Sustainability as a
concept is meaningless unless the people involved make a public commitment to serving every member of
the community, which includes understanding the varied needs of different groups, including historically
marginalized people. Making sure historically marginalized voices are centered in sustainability
conversations will ensure that your efforts truly meet the needs of Bethel and will lead to greater success
overall. : '

| believe that it's important to take a public stand on your commitment to DEI. Using the terms "diversity,
equity, and inclusion" signals to the community that everyone is truly welcome and valued. The mission
statement of the Sustainable Bethel Commission claims that it will serve Bethel by "providing inclusive and
equitable community impact," and | urge you to stay true to that ideal. Thank you,

Rebecca Hussey

73 Linda Lane
Bethel, CT 06801

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=9aa1f9d1ec&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f: 183772476 1125944974&simpl=msg-f: 1 837724761125944974
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- JOIN THE CELEBRATION
250th Anniversary
of the Signing of
the Declaration

JULY 4, 2025-DECEMBER 31, 2026

Celebrate Bethel's history.
Use the QR code to share and
submit your ideas and stories.

America250@bethel.ct.gov

s
Join the Story.
Celebrating History - Honoring Community
Inspiring the Future




Bethel is preparing to celebrate
the 250th anniversary of the
signing of the Declaration of ~
Independence and honor the
ways the founding ideals
continue to affect our lives.

All Bethel residents and
organizations are encouraged
to contribute events to our

anniversary calendar.

We invite you to be part of our
story.




