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BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Clifford J. Hurgin Municipal Center, 1 School Street

Bethel, Connecticut 06801 Telephone: ( 203) 794- 8501

Dan Carter, First Selectman

Richard C. Straiton, Selectman

Bryan Terzian, Selectman
r

MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING

Tuesday, June 17, 2025 at 5: 45pm— Hybrid meeting
Clifford J. Hurgin Municipal Center, 1 School St., Bethel, CT in Meeting Roo  Arn MF

Present:  First Selectman: Dan Carter, Selectman Bryan Terzian, Selectman Straiton

Also present: Town Counsel Melanie O' Brien, Director of Public Works Eric Swenson, alfd
Department of Public Works Project Manager Jon Matz

Meeting called to order at 5: 47pm by First Selectman Carter.
Motion to recess the meeting at 5: 48 to wait for the Director of Public Works made by First
Selectman Carter, and seconded by Selectman Terzian. Vote, all in favor. Motion carries.

Meeting called back to order by First Selectman Carter at 5: 52pm.

Correspondence: email received at 5: 25pm on the evening of 6/ 17/ 2025 which was a positive
endorsement to move forward with the engineering study

New Business:

Working meeting with the Department of Public Works to discuss drainage issues in the
Town:

Director of Public Works, Eric Swenson, and Department of Public Works Project Manager, Jon

Matz,  gave the attached presentation.   Discussion ensued.    Seven drainage projects were
categorized as priority :  Colonial Drive, Downtown Culvert, Plumtrees/ Ballfields Drainage area,

Reynolds Ridge and Judd Avenue, Saxon Road, 43 Windaway Road, and 10- 12 Putnam Park
Road. The top two priority areas in regard to drainage issues are Colonial Drive and the Downtown
Culverts.

Less Critical Drainage Projects include: 4 Brookview Court, 116 Milwaukee Ave., Cawley Avenue
Drainage Channel, Bennett Pond Dam, and Route 6 Development Area..

DPW has a quote for$ 19, 800. for a study for Colonial Drive.
Motion made by Selectman Terzian, and seconded by Selectman Straiton, to adjourn the meeting
at 6: 45pm. Vote, all in favor. Motion carries.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Churchill, Recording Secretary
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Na@ M Mary Churchill< churchillm@bethel- ct.gov>

FirstSelectman: 70930] 6/ 17 5: 45 SM Request for Approval of Engineering Funding to Address Flooding
and Water Table Issues

Doranne Koval Tue, Jun 17, 2025 at 5: 25 PM

Request for Approval of Engineering Funding to Address Flooding and Water Table Issues

Dear Members of the Board of Selectman,

I am writing to respectfully request your approval of the funding necessary to move forward with the initial engineering work required to address the long-
standing flooding and high water table issues in the Colonial Drive and Walnut Hill area.

This is an urgent matter that directly impacts the safety and well- being of residents and those who travel through these neighborhoods. Our family alone
has sustained between$ 40, 000 and$ 50, 000 in damages to our home, and our neighbors have experienced even greater losses since we purchased in
2021. While property can be repaired or replaced, we are incredibly fortunate that no one has been seriously injured— yet.

I respectfully urge the Board to approve this funding so that we can proceed without further delay and take the necessary steps to prevent additional
damage or potential harm.

Thank you for your consideration and continued service to the community.

Sincerely,

Doranne Koval

13 Colonial Drive
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Colonial Drive Drainage Area
r This drainage area has been a nuisance for residents since

o 9
a a   " 54 the 1970s. Various temporary solutions have been

s'      y implemented over the years, but the root of the problem
s

f2
still exits( Homes built in low lying areas and inadequate

III x
drainage infrastructure). 73.7 acres drain via surface

ditches, pipes, sheet flow etc. This water ends up at a pond
R '     F which discharges to a series of pipes to another pond,

i1
which discharges to a water course. This system is

piecemeal, under sized and probably at the end of its
o serviceable life. Several homeowners experience flooding

i of their basements, garages and properties, when we
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Location orAddress Priority Publiclmpact Privatelmpact Type Action":       PEMA Pipe Camera ing status Study Cost Survey Cost Design Cost Construction Cost

This projectwas slated for currently have a

a BRIC Grant but that proposal for a

lo_2Q program has since been comprehensive study

Colonial Drive Basin Area High Yes Properties Recurring Investigate terminated Yes but it is not yet executed $ 19, Boo. 00



Bethel has a very old stone culvert that cuts throughDovunto n Cul ert. y g
x

downtown, channelizing an old steam. Sections are open,
other sections are underground, and sections have been

t
converted to pipe. We don' t have a grasp on the extent,
condition and performance of this system. A study was
supposed to be conducted in 2007, but DEEP dropped

a t funding for the project. They Town went as far as putting
out an RFP for a" Downtown Drainage System

MUNICIPAL CENTER Improvement Study", which we received multiple bids, but
didn' t take any action.
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1i    — tj ' îr6,.•.  "',,      3i
I rW'MINN.'`.

I  ; iw-:.•+."
j..   ' i

GREENWOOD
AVE 1 1i      `'

y

s sa Ji h

4 -

BAR SQUARE a it, J/       1
ai

L.  r'•   .; e`ti
7 ;.', g rr_ fi::k      _"". S`     \

t f:. I f

d ` J rr'   t l•'
l

l H
Y    { 3 a..'

T`       

E   "'  

1      /    m .; b:_J I l r   _- !  JY i%
F3 f   s:.   li i I!  ' t    , xr.rY.  -  ,'<':S I  ,     2  ~   n y

V i
r'  

5 y 

S f"''`: r       _     

CARALUZZIS j d      • t l
J     `\

4i v
to  .``    .

a 4 , tzd „ s    '
y  

d Y     
s

3^-• 
1_( _     „`` 

i

i  •[
bb

s,      
y'p'>r

s    :
0r

x

Location or Address Priority. Public Impact Private Impact Type Action FEMA PipeCamera- ing Status Study Cost Survey Cost ' Design Cost Construction Cost

Downtown Culvert Yes No

5 Main Street No

overlook Park This project was slated for No

27129 Nashville a BRIC Grant but that Yes We need to pursue a

Chestnut Street Culvert program has since been No proposal for an

Barnum Sq High 50 Recurrin Invesii ate terminated No investi ation Est. 560,000



Plumtrees / Ballfields Drainage Area

Approximately 500 acres( 2, 250 acre drainage areas)
converge on Plumtrees Road and discharge into the

wetlands North West of Plumtrees Road. Currently, a pinch

4
a 4 point exists between Maple Avenue extension and where

t=   the water discharges at 23 Plumtrees Road. This pinch
d

point causes flooding on the road, and wave action created
by vehicles passing push water in to the garages of
adjacent homes, usual) requiring temporary closure of thisJ Y Q 9 p rY

road.

PROPOSED Wt  '

DRAINGE PATTERN

EXSITING
a

DRAINAGE PATTER

EXSI TING
4

s

t DRAINAGE PATTER

Ia.   

z

SV
A  .

fig
y

zL .. ,.    ++...      .... w"'   f49 LIMA-,

Location or Address Priority Public Impact Private Impact       . Type Action EEMA Pipe Camera- ing :',      Status Study Cost Survey Cost . Design Cost Construction Cost.

Plumtrees/ BallfieldsDrainage Area Yes

22 Cindy Lane
17- 23 Plumtrees

This project was slated for

50
a BRIO Grant but that We need to pursue a

program has since been proposal for an

Medium Recurring Investigate terminated No investigation Est.$ 75, 000



Reynolds Ridge and Judd Avenue
Y5

Large volumes of water are discharges

into a vegetated area above Reynolds

riY ry
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a• '  Ridge, from the school complex.

Discharged waters are creating massive
i channels that concentrate flow down the

w hillside, ultimately causing more erosion,
a and depositing stone, soil, woodys

a„   P

E material etc. on Judd Avenue. This issue

causes damages to Judd Avenue,

adjacent properties and creates a
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hazardous condition in the road.

Engineer believes we need a detention

I basin to capture runoff from Berry
School parking lot
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Location or Address Priority'; Public Impact Private Impact.       Type Action FEMA Pipe Camera- ing Status Study Cost Survey Cost Design Cost Construction Cost

We need to pursue a
Yes None

Reynolds Ridge and Judd Medium Recurring Design& Implementation Mitigation N/ A proposal for a Design I N/ A Est.$ 4, 000 Est.$ 25, 404



Saxon Road

M" Homes at the cul- de- sac on Saxon Road

experience frequent flooding and losses. This
has been an ongoing issue for these
homeowners with multiple flood events that

caused property damage. Approximately 6
homes are in a flood zone. We originally
discussed a FEMA buyout, but none of these
home owners have NFIP
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We need to pursue a

No 10 Properties proposal for an

Saxon Road High recurring Investigate Mitigation N/ A investigiaon



43 Windaway Road
Windaway road has had poor drainage for several years. Sheet

Y
flow from the adjacent hill side collects in the road and needs to

a be directed via infrastructure and tied into the state owned
system.
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We need to pursue a
too 1- 2 Properties

ro osal for a Design

Windaway Road Medium recurring Design& implementation N/ A N/ A p p



10- 12 Putnam Park Road
Property owners at 10 and 12 Putnam
Park Road have both expressed concern

about an open drainage channel in the

0 rear yard at# 10 and he drainage that
discharges from Short Drive. They

a believe the water from Short Drive

gcontribute to the flooding of their
i basements. Ground water was present

trickling into the pipe at the time of the
visit. The inlet pipe was also obstructed
and headwall was not optimal for

capturing water. The issues# 12 are
g h.       r STONE HEADWALL a

having were unclear due to the natural
grading of the land. It doesn' t appear that

N, runoff from the hillside should affect their
7

property too much since the land slopes
towards# 10.
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Location or Address Priority PubRcimpact Prlvate Impact Type Action PEMA Pipe Camera- ing Status Study Cost survey Cost Design Cost Construction Cost

We need to pursue a

N.  1- 2 Pl. peti. s proposal for an

10- 12 Putnam Park Road Medium recurring Investigate IV/ A yes investigation
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Less Critical Drainage Projects

Location or Address Priority Description of Problem Private Impact Type I Actian

Small Drainage Issues

4 Brookview Court Low Check adequacy of drainage system, washout in backyard 1 Property Recurring Investigate

116 Milwaukee Low large volume of water flowing from PD through backyard 1 Property Recurring Implementation

Cawley Avenue Drainage Channel Low Check adequacy of drainage system, washout in backyard 1 Property Periodic Investigate

Bennett Pond Dam Low Dam repair and longterm maintenance Recurring Master Plan

Route 6 Development Area Medium Investigate impacts of develops on drainage TBD Periodic Investigate



Town of Bethel

LOCATION IMPACT?     COST?

Colonial Drive Drainage Area 10- 20 Properties Study-$ 19, 800

q«

Downtown Culvert 50 Properties Study-$ 60,000 COLONIAL DRIVE

DRAINAGE AREA

Plumtrees/ Ballfields Drainage Area  > 50 Properties Study-$ 75, 000 3<

Reynolds Ridge and Judd Avenue Town Infrastructure Design-$ 30,000

Saxon Road 10 Properties TBD i PLUMTREES/

i BALLFIELDS ROAD

43 Windaway Road 1- 2 Properties TBD
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