TOWN OF BETHEL - PUBLIC WORKS
Clifford J. Hurgin Municipal Center

1 School Street, Bethel, Connecticut 06801

Telephone: (203) 794-8549

Fax: (203) 794-8767

Eric Swenson, Director of Public Works

April 16, 2025

Paul Shanley, Jr., Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission
Bethel, CT 06801

Re: 72 Reservoir Street 8-30g Application
Dear Chairman Shanley,

My department is in receipt of your March 27 memo regarding 72 Reservoir Street, and the
accompanying Site Development Plans dated February 11, 2025. Upon review, it is observed that the plan
shows three driveways, three retaining walls, some drainage infrastructure and significant earthwork
proposed on land owned by the Town of Bethel, as recorded in the Bethel Land Records (F12 M173).

Attached to this letter are an annotated plan as well as a cross-section which help illustrate the locations
where proposed site features encroach on Town-owned land.

At this time, there has been no formal request regarding the proposed use of Town property. As a result,
we are unable to adequately review the current plan. Before the Town can entertain or act upon this
request, we must first understand what is being proposed—whether it is a request to purchase the land or
to obtain a permanent easement for its use, for example.

Should the applicant wish to move forward with a formal request, here is a summary list of what
supporting documentation we will require from the applicant. These items are in line with my previous
comments about the development of this parcel. I obtained this list from former Town Counsel:

1. Formal Written Offer
A letter specifying the nature of the request including a clear description of the land involved and
the proposed terms, for consideration by the Board of Selectmen.

2. Complete Title Search
A full title report for the parcel in question, including copies of all easements and encumbrances
affecting the Premises. Depending on the circumstances, easement agreements with utility
providers may be necessary.

3. Topographic and Boundary Survey
A current survey of the parcel, identifying all property lines and any existing utilities.

4. Appraisal of the Parcel
A professional appraisal to substantiate any proposed purchase offer.
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5. Review by Public Works Department
Public Works must evaluate utility locations, including the aforementioned catch basin, which
must remain within the Town’s right-of-way.

6. Review by Other Departments (as needed) :
It may be necessary for additional departments to review the zoning implications of a combined or
altered parcel. And of course, the Planning & Zoning commission will need to perform an 8-24
review.

Please note that in addition to the above, ongoing project reviews will be required to address issues such
as structural impacts, excavation, drainage, and traffic considerations in this area.

Should you have any questions about items 1- 6 in this list, please contact Town Counsel Melanie
O’Brien at 203-207-0105 or melanie@mpobrieniaw.com.

Sincerely,

Eric Swenson, PE, PTOE, PTP
Director of Public Works

ES:;m
cc: Beth Cavagna, Melanie O’Brien, Dan Carter

Encl: Annotated plan, Aannotated cross-section
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