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AMENDED MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING n    .

Thursday, March 20, 2025 at 7: 00 pm- Hybrid Meeting nm    >
Clifford J. Hurgin Municipal Center,. 1 School St., Bethel, CT, Meeting Room

PRESENT:   Chairperson Nicholas Ellis, Cynthia McCorkindale, , Will Duff, and Karen
cn

Foster.  Attending via Google Meet was: John Lennon ( and left the meeting at 7: 45pm),
Bob Manfreda, and Ex-officio member; First Selectman Carter

Also in attendance was Comptroller: Brad Heering

ABSENT:  James Hancock

Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance: Nick Ellis called the meeting to order at 7: 01pm and.
led the Pledge of Allegiance.    

Correspondence:  All emails received at the budgetng,bethel-ct.gov email address to date
were distributed in hard copy. They had previously been given to the Board as they came
in. The emails are attached to the minutes.

Consideration of approval of Board of Finance regular meeting minutes from March
11, 2025:

Motion made by Will Duff, and seconded by Karen Foster, to approve the minutes as
written from the regular meeting on March 11, 2025.   Vote: Cynthia McCorkindale

abstained and all the rest voted in favor. Motion carries.

Discussion of salaries of elected officials:

Motion made by Nick Ellis, and seconded by Cynthia McCorkindale, to leave the First
Selectman' s salary at$ 129, 600. Discussion ensued. Vote: Will Duff voted against, all the
rest voted in favor. Motion carries.

Motion made by Nick Ellis, and seconded by Cynthia McCorkindale, to leave the two
Selectmen' s salary at $ 5, 500 each.  Discussion ensued.  Vote: Will Duff against, all the

rest voted in favor. Motion carries.



Consideration of the FY 2025— 2026 Budget Public Hearing
Motion made by Nick Ellis, and seconded by Cynthia McCorkindale, to add$ 20,000 back
to the Library account, 60-435. Discussion ensued. Nick Ellis amended his motion, which
was seconded by Cynthia McCorkindale, to add $ 30,000 back to the Library account, 60-
435, making the total$ 1, 015, 223.  Vote: John Lennon against, all the rest in favor. Motion

carries.

Motion made by Nick Ellis, and seconded by Cynthia McCorkindale, to add$ 10,000 to the
Fire Marshal account, 20- 300 on line 5 101 ( salary). The new line total for line 5101 would

be $ 123, 120 and the total for account 20- 300 would be $ 129, 120.  Discussion ensued.

Vote, all in favor. Motion carries.

Motion made by Nick Ellis, and seconded by Cynthia McCorkindale, to add$ 250,000 back
to account 70- 450, Board of Education.  Discussion ensued.. Vote: Will Duff against, all

the rest voted in favor.  Motion carries.  Motion made by Nick Ellis, and seconded by
Cynthia McCorkindale, to make the new total for the 70- 450 Board of Education account

58, 377, 489. Vote: Will Duff against, all the rest voted in favor. Motion carries.

Motion made by Nick Ellis, and seconded by Cynthia McCorkindale, to reduce the 70- 460
Board of Education Maintenance account by$ 50, 000 making the new total for the 70- 460
account$ 528, 744. Discussion ensued. Vote, all in favor. Motion carries.

Motion made by Nick Ellis, and seconded by Cynthia McCorkindale, to reduce account
10- 390, Employee Benefits, line 5113, by $30, 000.  Vote, all in favor.  Motion carries.

Motion made by Nick Ellis, and seconded by Cynthia McCorkindale, to make the new total
for account 10- 390 $ 7, 238, 038. Vote all in favor. Motion carries.

Motion made by Nick Ellis, and seconded by Cynthia McCorkindale, to make the new
Town total budget$ 39, 106, 155. Vote, all in favor. Motion carries.

Motion made by John Lennon, and seconded by Cynthia McCorkindale, to make the new
Total budget, which includes the Board of Education budget, $ 97, 483, 644.  Vote, all in

favor. Motion carries.

Motion made by Will Duff, and seconded by Karen Foster, to adjourn the meeting at
7: 55pm. Vote, all.in favor. Motion carries.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Churchill
Recording Secretary



HIMM Mary Churchill <churchillm@bethel- ct.gov>

no subject)

Mary Churchill < churchillm@bethel- ct. gov>       Thu, Mar 20, 2025 at 4:09. PM

To: Mary Churchill < churchillm@bethel- ct. gov>

Mary Churchill
Office Administrator

Town of Bethel

203- 794- 8540

Forwarded message----------

From: Mary Churchill < churchillm@bethel- ct.gov>

Cc:`budget@bethel- ct.gov,
Bcc:

Date: Tue, 18 Feb 202514: 50: 45- 0500

Subject: Re: [ FirstSelectman: 70006] Input on Real Estate Taxes(& Electric Costs)

Your email has been received and will be shared with the Board of Selectmen and the Board of Finance.

Thank you,
Mary

On Tue, Feb 18, 2025 at 2:44 PM Elizabeth Bernard < ecbernard@gmail. com> wrote:

Dear Members of the Board of Selectmen and Board of Finance,

We appreciate the work you do to manage the town' s budget and navigate the rising costs that affect all of us. We' re
writing to share input on real estate taxes which we know are a strain for many residents.

Real Estate Taxes

One of the reasons we moved to Bethel was its relatively low taxes, but shortly after relocating, our property taxes
jumped more than 33%. We understand that part of this was due to market increases, but ultimately, it' s our high mill
rate ( 33.41) that determines the burden. Compared to neighboring towns with lower or comparable rates— such as

Newtown ( 27. 2), Ridgefield ( 26.4), Redding ( 28. 7), Greenwich ( 11. 4), Darien ( 14. 7), New Canaan ( 16. 1), Westport

18. 62)— Bethel is becoming less financially competitive.
rl

This has made living here less desirable to us, and if taxes continue rising at this pace, it's bound to make the town less
desirable for residents like us— those who aren' t using the school system and see fewer amenities compared to other
areas. We don' t have the solufion; we only offer this perspective in the hope that you' re able to find strategies. to help
offset these increases, perhaps by attracting more businesses or better prioritizing expenditures, or any other
approaches the Boards believe would be effective.

Electric Bills

We' re not sure if rising electric bills fall within the scope of these meetings, but since they affect our community
financially, we' ll include a quick note: Eversource price hikes, including ' additional fees,' continue to hit residents hard,
and we've spoken with others who share this concern. While we realize utility regulation is largely a state-level-issue,
we certainly encourage any advocacy the town can do to push back on these increases.

Again, we really appreciate the work you do and share these thoughts in the spirit of input and support. Thanks for your
time, and we' d welcome any perspective on how we can help ensure Bethel remains a great place to live.

Elizabeth Bernard + Ben Van Pelt

Bethel, CT



Mary Churchill
Office Administrator

Town of Bethel

203- 794- 8540

Forwarded message----------

To: Mary Churchill <churchillm@bethel- ct.gov>
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Tue, 18 Feb 202521: 41: 45+ 0000 ( UTC)
Subject: Re: [ FirstSelectman: 69993] Comment

Hello Ms. Churchill,

I appreciate your reply. Thank you.

Regards,

Marietta Homayonpour, Whittlesey Drive, Bethel

On Tuesday, February 18, 2025 at 02: 51: 20 PM EST, Mary Churchill < churchillm@bethel- ct.gov> wrote:

Your email has been received and will be shared with the Board of Selectmen and Board of Finance.

Thank you,
Mary

On Sun, Feb 16, 2025 at 11: 48 A 5@att. net> wrote:

Hello,

Homelessness in our area is a problem that is handled by the city of Danbury. I believe that
towns in the Danbury area, including Bethel, should do their part to help with the sheltering of the
homeless by donating to Danbury for that purpose. Please include such a donation in the budget.

Thank you.

Regards,

Marietta Homayonpour, 1 Whittlesey Drive, Bethel

Mary Churchill
Office Administrator

Town of Bethel

203- 794- 8540

2 attachments

F1 [
FirstSelectman: 70006] Input on Real Estate Taxes(& Electric Costs). eml

7K
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Mary Churchill < churchillm@bethel- ct. gov>       Thu, Mar 20, 2025 at 4: 09 PM

To: Mary Churchill < churchillm@bethel- ct. gov>

Mary Churchill
Office Administrator

Town of Bethel

203- 794- 8540

Forwarded message----------

From:

To: " budget@bethel- ct. gov" < budget@bethel- ct.gov>
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Tue, 11 Mar 2025 07: 52:00- 0500

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70147] Library Budget Funds
To the Board of Finance,

Please approve the library' s fund budget request for$ 34, 000.

Our library is an important part of the Bethel community. In the era of personal computers and cell phones some people
may think that the need for the library is antiquated. But, there are still many residents that find the services of the library
valuable and necessary to the community.

Respectfully,
Carol Essig

Forwarded message----------

From:

To: " budget@bethel- ct. gov" < budget@bethel- ct.gov>
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Mon, 10 Mar 2025 18: 15: 13+ 0000 ( UTC)

Subject: [ Fir stSelectman: 70135] library funding

I am writing to say that reducing the library budget by 36K, or any amount, is very bothersome to
me.

I probably go to the Bethel Library 4/ 5 times a week.
Anything that lowers the value of an organization I value so highly should not be allowed.

BOF reconsideration is very much needed.
Respectfully, Robert Essig

Forwarded message----------

From: "' Amanda Martinez' via FirstSelectman"< FirstSelectman@bethel- ct.gov>
To: " budget@bethel- ct. gov" < budget@bethel- ct.gov>
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Mon, 10 Mar 2025 13: 33: 09+ 0000 ( UTC)



Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70129] Bethel Education Budget

Dear Board of Finance,

I am writing to express my deep concern about the potential cuts to the Bethel Education System, specifically

the guard program, elementary school string program, and middle school athletics. As a lifelong resident of

Bethel and a graduate of Bethel High School, I have personally experienced the value of these programs.

Participating in the elementary string program and middle school athletics during my own school years was

instrumental in shaping my development. These experiences not only taught me valuable skills but also

fostered friendships that have lasted a lifetime.

Now, as a parent of two daughters currently enrolled in the Bethel School System, I see the same positive

impact these programs have on their lives. My daughters' involvement in the guard program has been

particularly transformative, boosting their self- expression, expanding their social circles, and providing a

source of joy and commitment. The prospect of these opportunities being taken away from them is deeply

troubling.

I strongly believe that these programs are essential components of a well- rounded education and contribute

significantly to the overall development of our students. I urge you to reconsider these cuts and explore

alternative avenues to achieve a balanced budget.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Amanda Martinez

5 Blackman Ave

Bethel, CT 06801

Forwarded message----------

To: " budget@bethel- ct. gov" < budget@bethel- ct.gov>
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Mon, 10 Mar 2025 04:28: 27- 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70127] Urgent Concerns Regarding Proposed School Budget Cuts- Impact on Our Children
Dear Members of the Board of Finance,

I am writing to express my deep concern regarding the potential budget cuts currently being considered for our local
schools. As a parent and community member of Bethel, I believe these cuts could have a significant and detrimental
impact on the quality of education our children receive and, ultimately, on the future of our community.

My husband and I purchased our home a year ago in Bethel. When looking for our' forever home' we stressed the
importance of finding a town with a good school system for our two children. This is one of the many reasons we chose
Bethel to raise our family over other surrounding towns.

Specifically, I am worried about the potential consequences of these cuts, which may include:

Reduction in Programs and Extracurricular Activities: Cuts to programs like arts, music, sports, and special
education will deprive students of enriching experiences that foster creativity, teamwork, and personal growth.
Specially, a potential cut to special education is concerning to us because our son, who is in first grade at Rockwell
was diagnosed with dyslexia. School has been challenging for him and his reading and writing abilities are not up
to par with his classmates despite our efforts at home and the efforts of his teacher. Based on the school' s



evaluation he will begin special education to help him overcome his challenges and achieve his full potential. Many
people may see this situation as a negative one, however, I am grateful that his teacher and the support staff
recognized him struggling and made the necessary steps to work towards a solution. My son spent more than half
his kindergarten year at a school in Danbury and his teachers never raised any concerns about his reading and
writing abilities. When we moved to Bethel in March 2024 and he started kindergarten at Rockwell, his
kindergarten teacher noticed his need for further assistance right away.
Loss of Teaching Staff and Support Personnel: Layoffs of teachers, teacher' s aides, counselors, and other vital
support staff will strain remaining resources and negatively impact the overall learning environment. Teachers hold
a profoundly significant position in our community and a society as a whole, acting as more than just instructors.
They are key figures in shaping individuals and, consequently, the future.
Increased Class Sizes: Larger classes will inevitably lead to less individualized attention for each student, making
it more difficult for teachers to address diverse learning needs and ensure that all students reach their full
potential.

These potential cuts will not only affect students academically but can also impact their social and emotional well- being.
Our schools provide a safe and nurturing environment where children develop important life skills, build relationships, and
prepare for future success. Undermining these institutions will have long- lasting consequences for our community.

I urge the Board to carefully consider the long- term costs of these proposed budget cuts. Investing in our schools is an
investment in our children' s future and the future of our community.

I respectfully request that the Board of Finance prioritize education funding and explore alternative solutions to address
budgetary challenges that will not negatively impact our students and schools

Sincerely,

Mariette and Biagioni

35 Highland Avenue, Bethel CT 06801

Forwarded message----------

To: budget@bethel- ct.gov
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Sun, 9 Mar 2025 18: 10: 04- 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70124] 2025- 2026 Bethel Education Budget

Dear Members of the Board of Finance,

@u

As a parent of two children in the Bethel school system, I am extremely concerned about the proposed budget cuts and
the lasting impact they will have on our students, teachers, and the community as a whole. These reductions threaten the
quality of education, extracurricular opportunities, and essential support services that our children rely on every day.

The potential loss of up to 33 staff members— including educators, paraeducators, and mental health professionals—
means larger class sizes, fewer resources, and less individualized attention for students who need it most. Eliminating or

significantly reducing programs like elementary music, middle school and freshman sports, high school band, theater, and
NJROTC will strip students of vital opportunities that foster creativity, teamwork, and leadership.

Furthermore, cuts to new Chromebooks, curriculum updates, intervention programs, and professional development for

teachers will hinder academic growth and set our schools back at a time when they should be moving forward. Our
students deserve better.

I urge you to explore every possible alternative to these drastic cuts. Bethel has always prided itself on strong schools, and
our community stands ready to support an education budget that prioritizes students' needs. Please do what is right for
our children and our town' s future.

Sincerely,



Christopher Hill

6 Ridgedale Road

Forwarded message----------

To: budget@bethel- ct.gov
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Sun, 9 Mar 2025 21: 46: 41 - 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70126] Bethel Education Budget Hearing 3/ 19/ 2025

To whom it may concern,

My name is Breanna Hay, I have been a resident of 10 Cawley Ave. Bethel Ct. for three years and I am

writing on behalf of my three children.

When my fiance and I made the move to Bethel we initially looked at a few locations close to our original

home in Carmel NY. As we looked, the main thing that we looked at was the education system.

Our main goal for our then infant, 9 and 12 year old was the mainstay of their education for them to grow as

young adults mentally in instruction at school and everyday life.

When we registered our children and they came home from school we knew we made the right choice with
Bethel.

We have heard so much success. So much growth. So much pride in their education since they have

started in Bethel. So much friendship and so much fearlessness in their lives now because they are Bethel

students that are growing not only with their classmates but their teammates, orchestra mates, friends,

teachers, tutors, mentors, coaches, and community that they are cultivating.

It has truly saddened our family to read of the proposed budget cuts.

Our son has been in NJROTC for his freshman year and truly feels apart of something greater and bigger

than himself, which is what every parent hopes and wishes their child can do. See greatness in something

and run straight ahead for it. He now dreams of joining the Airforce. He lives for uniform day. Was on color

guard and drill team. I myself never was in ROTC in school but the community I feel from everyday he

comes home from school makes me wish I had been. I am so thankful that my son can come home proud of

his classes, proud of his squadron, proud to be apart of NJROTC. He is so excited to be an upperclassman

in NJROTC to grow in the leadership programs and to be a leader and remodel someday to the

underclassmen like the current upperclassmen are to him. As parents we all know how painful it can be to
find a sport, hobby, outlet for our children that is the most impactful to their lives. We want them to be

coachable, approachable, strong willed, disciplined and courageous and I truly believe the Bethel NJROTC

provides that to all its students.

Our daughter is now in sixth grade and truly blossoming into the future student she shall become. We

noticed in elementary school some difficulties with math class, which her then teachers were apt to realize

and contact us about early intervention to help our daughter. With the tutoring she received our daughter

began to excel. She came so happy to tell us about math class. She was so excited to tell us what she was

learning. She wanted to show us how she learned it. She wanted to be in math class. Just the change alone

from math began to permeate the rest of her classes. It is not that our daughter was doing bad, it was the
lack of confidence she had because math, but once she had the extra support in that class, it was like a new

girl coming home from school everyday, it was truly breathtaking to see our daughter shine, be proud of



herself. To be confident as a young woman in her education now unafraid to ask questions and not to be

embarrassed if she was wrong. I knew that this is something we needed to see continue in middle school

and it did-- until Christmas along with Literacy tutoring and then it stopped.

Please do not take this away from your students. Do not take away the educators that students like my

daughter so desperately need. The educators that make them confident. The educators that make them
have wind in their sails to continue on. The educators who love our children as much as we do and want

them to succeed as we do.

We need our children to have strong foundations in education from elementary to continue collegially or into

a trade. We need the strong foundation that this school system is providing for them, for if we don' t we will

start to lose the love of education that many of these students have. They want to be better and do better.

The confidence to achieve their goals that only Bethel educators can provide.

Thank you for your time reading this,

Breanna Hay

Forwarded message----------

To: budget@bethel- ct. gov
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Sun, 9 Mar 2025 18: 05:38- 0400

Subject: [FirstSelectman: 70123] Bethel Education funding

Dear Members of the Board of Finance,

I am writing as a concerned parent of two children in the Bethel school system. The
proposed budget cuts are deeply troubling, as they threaten to eliminate critical
programs, reduce essential staff, and take away opportunities that help our students
thrive.

These cuts will directly impact my children and their peers in ways that extend far
beyond the classroom. The loss of educators, paraeducators, and mental health support
staff will make it even harder for students to get the individual attention they need. The
potential elimination of elementary music, middle school athletics, freshman sports,
and reductions in high school programs like band, theater, and NJROTC would take
away vital extracurricular opportunities that keep students engaged, motivated, and
connected to their school community.

Additionally, the significant reduction in new curriculum materials, intervention
programs, and professional development for teachers puts our students at a
disadvantage academically. As parents, we rely on our schools to provide the best
education possible, but these proposed cuts undermine that mission.



I urge you to reconsider these reductions and work toward a solution that prioritizes
our children' s education and well- being. Investing in our schools is investing in the
future of Bethel. Please ensure our students continue to have access to the programs,
staff, and resources they need to succeed.

Sincerely,
Rita Hill

6 Ridgedale Road

Bethel, CT 06801

Forwarded message----------

To: budget@bethel- ct.gov
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Sun, 9 Mar 2025 16: 04:24- 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70122] 2025 School Budget

Megan Cairns w {«

6 Adams Drive

Bethel, CT 06801

March 9, 2025

Dear Members of the Board of Finance,

My name is Megan Cairns, and I am a parent of two children in Johnson School. I am writing to express my deep concern
about the current state of the education budget and to strongly support increasing the allocation for our schools. As a
parent, I deeply value the educational opportunities provided to our children, and I believe that maintaining and improving
the quality of education requires an investment in both resources and programs.

Our district has a well- deserved reputation for excellence in academics, and I am grateful for the commitment to student
success that our schools demonstrate. However, in an era of rapidly changing educational needs and increasing
expectations, I believe that additional funding is necessary to ensure that we continue to offer the high- quality academic
experience that our children deserve.

Investing in our education system means maintaining and enhancing the variety of programs that provide both academic
rigor and enrichment opportunities. From STEM initiatives to the arts and extracurricular activities, these programs not
only help our students grow intellectually but also shape them as well- rounded individuals. Adequate funding ensures that
our schools can continue offering a diverse range of opportunities for all students, no matter their interests or
backgrounds.

In addition to academic programs, it is essential to invest in our dedicated staff members. Teachers, administrators, and
support staff are the backbone of our education system. Properly supporting them with professional development,
competitive salaries, and resources is vital to attracting and retaining talented educators who are committed to fostering
student success.

Ultimately, a strong education system benefits not only our children but the entire community. By investing in the future of
our students, we are investing in the future of our society. I urge you to consider the long- term benefits that come with
maintaining high levels of academic excellence and student opportunity, and I strongly encourage you to approve
additional funding for our education budget.

Thank you for your time and consideration. I appreciate the work you do for our community and look forward to seeing
continued growth and success within our schools.

Sincerely,
Megan Cairns, 6 Adams Drive



Forwarded message----------

From: '  an"< FirstSelectman@bethel- ct. gov>
To: " budget@bethel- ct. gov" < budget@bethel- ct. gov>
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Sun, 9 Mar 2025 19: 30: 08 + 0000 ( UTC)

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70121] Library Budget Cut

On behalf of residents of the town of Bethel I would like to express my opposition to the cutting of
the library budget.  Many residents rely on the library for not only reading material, but events
offered, socialization, student information and reference and programs for the community.  The
continued education of all residents is invaluable.

Please reconsider what is being deprived of the people of our town.

Thank you.

Linda S. Rappa

Bethel Resident

Forwarded message----------

To: budget@bethel- ct. gov
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Sun, 9 Mar 2025 12:20: 51 - 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70117] No cuts to BOE& BOS budgets please!
Dear BOF Members,

First off, I want to thank you for your hard work and dedication to this position. I would not want to be in your shoes,
especially this year.

I am emailing to share my disagreement with any reductions to the BOE or BOS budgets from what they were originally
proposed as. We moved to Bethel for the schools, and only the schools. If the schools decline, this will no longer be a
place where I want to raise my family. We had a choice to pay more for a house in Bethel or less in a surrounding town
and schools were the selling point for us.

I am a parent of a child with special needs, and a child without, in addition to being a special educator in another district.
My son with special needs will receive what he needs regardless of a budget because he' s protected under IDEA and and
if not provided with his services, a lawsuit would inevitably follow. Unfortunately, my other son will not. When there is not
enough money to go around, our district will be forced to take away from general education students. Class sizes go up,
case managers become completely overwhelmed with amount of students they are servicing, less adults are available for
management of behaviors, enrichment programs are cut, and the programs which attract people to our district and
eliminated.

Currently, our district attracts highly qualified individuals because of what we' ve built. A cut of this magnitude would
absolutely have negative consequences for our town and students, and I urge you to reconsider.

Again, we moved here for the schools and I am in favor of doing my part to help support the school and town by
increasing our taxes. Grocery prices have gone up. Gas has gone up. Everything has gone up. Teachers are barely paid
enough to account for inflation. What makes anyone think that the schools prices have not also skyrocketed? Let' s keep
Bethel a highly desirable place to live for people who appreciate the importance of a great education. For those who do
not understand. the importance of a great school district, there are plenty of other less desirable places to live with
mediocre schools. We didn' t move here for that. We need to support our schools by fully funding their budget. Let me
assure you, there is no" fluff'. This is what' s required to get the job done and do it well.

Thank you for your time.
Kelly Rich
59 Reservoir Street

Forwarded message----------



From: "' JOHN RIOLO' via FirstSelectman" < FirstSelectman@bethel- ct. gov>
To: " budget@bethel- ct. gov"< budget@bethel- ct.gov>
Cc:

Bcc:    

Date: Fri, 7 Mar 2025 09: 38: 41 - 0500 ( EST)

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70104] Bethel Public Schools Budget Cuts

Hello,

My name is John Riolo and I live at 2 Phillips Dr. in Bethel.

I am writing to you to share that I am adamantly opposed to the significant$ 1. 25MM in budget reduction to the
Bethel Public Schools proposed budget by the Board of Selectmen & the Board of Finance. The impact these cuts will

have to the non- contractual obligated spend will be to the short& long term detriment to the students and our
community. I say this as a parent of 2 Bethel graduates and 1 current student that is a junior at BHS.  We have
experienced firsthand the positive impact BPS support services and programs have had on our family.  Our school age
children are still feeling the impacts of Covid and are dealing with a level of uncertainty and heightened anxiety that is
unprecedented in our society. Today's students need the opportunities, experiences and support that go well beyond
the core curriculum in the classroom.

Our administration has done an amazing job of keeping cost increases at a minimum for the past decade while
surrounding communities did not.  Our cost per student is still among the lowest in the state compared to peer
communities and far below our surrounding towns with higher economic means.  While this is a sizeable increase
compared to years past, it is critical we invest in the necessary services & support that are beyond our contracted

obligations for teacher salaries and healthcare.

Respectfully,
John Riolo

Forwarded message----------

From: Emely Ab
To: firstselectman@bethel- ct.gov,   udget@bethel- ct.gov
Cc:     Carver, Christine"< carverc@bethel. k12. ct. us>, boe@bethel. k12. ct. us, churchillm@bethel-

ct.gov
Bcc:

Date: Wed, 5 Mar 2025 16: 26: 26- 0500

Subject: Re: Communication from the Superintendent 3- 5- 25

Dear Town of Bethel First Selectman Dan Carter, Board of Finance and Commissioner Russell- Tucker,

am deeply concerned about the e- mail below from Dr. Carver communicating to us parents that the Bethel Board of
Selectman and Board of Finance is proposing a reduction of$ 1. 25 million dollars.

I am at a loss as to why this cut is being proposed when everything in our lives, and therefore in our schools, costs more
nowadays. I will think that it just makes sense to increase the budget by$ 1. 25 million dollars instead of cutting $ 1. 25
million dollars.

If taxes just keep going up, including my house taxes, why the need for a $ 1. 25 million dollar cut from our children' s
education and their future. I think this maneuver by the Board of Selectman and Board of Finance puts in jeopardy our
children' s development and future.

In my humble opinion:
Teachers deserve a raise in their salary.
Teachers deserve a bonus.

Teachers deserve RESPECT.

OUR STUDENTS DESERVE RESPECT AND A QUALITY EDUCATION.

Mr. Dan Carter,

Could you please explain the need for a$ 1. 25 million dollar cut for Bethel Public Schools when Dr. Carver is clearly
stating that this will significantly impact Bethel Public Schools?

am contacting Governor Ned Lamont Office too to further raise my concern and for this issue to be investigated.

Commissioner Russell- Tucker,



It is my hope that you can take a look into this issue. Thank you in advance.

Regards,

Emely Abel- Tatis

On Wed, Mar 5, 2025 at 3: 08 PM Bethel Public Schools via ParentSquare < donotreply+ 5d9fd285- 75a4- 5856- af34-
b821 d2112937@parentsquare. com> wrote:

1
0 Bethel Public Schools

ii
i

Bethel Public Schools

i
s

March 4, 2025

I

Dear Parents, Guardians, and Staff,

We hope this letter finds you well. We are reaching out to share a critical update

regarding the recent budget reductions proposed by the Board of Selectmen and Board
of Finance. These reductions total $ 1, 250, 000 and will significantly impact our schools.

t
Unfortunately, these cuts will directly affect after- school and extracurricular programs,

administration, athletics, NJROTC., additional teaching positions, and support staff. We

recognize that these programs and se6rices, are vital to our students'  education,

personal growth, and overall well- being. Our staff is deeply committed to supporting

every child, and these reductions place an added strain on their ability to maintain the

high level of instruction and support our community values.

The Board of Finance will hold a public hearing on these budget reductions on March
19th at 7: 00 PM at Bethel High School. This is the final opportunity to make your

voices heard,. regardless of your perspective, before decisions are finalized and the

budget is moved forward to the Town Meeting. Babysitting services will be provided to

assist families who may need babysitting in order to attend and participate.
i

If you are unable to attend, we strongly encourage you to share your thoughts by

emailing the Board of Finance at budget@bethel- ct.gov. Please include your name

jand address in your message so that your feedback is appropriately recorded.
a
3

Your voice is crucial in determining the final budget recommendation. Thank you for

your continued support, and we hope to see you at the public hearing.

i
Sincerely,

f
Christine L. Carver, Ed. D.

Superintendent of Schools

a

I

Stay involved with your child' s learning and activities at school.
I
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You received this email because you are a ParentSquare user in Bethel Public Schools. If you received this email in

i
error or wish to disable your account, click here to unsubscribe.

ParentSquare Inc 6144 Calle Real,# 200A Goleta, CA 93117
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Forwarded message----------

To: Christine Carver< carverc@bethel. k12. ct. us>, " firstselectman@bethel- ct. gov"< firstselectman@bethel- ct. gov>,
boe@bethel. k12. ct. us" < boe@bethel. k12. ct. us>, " budget@bethel- ct. gov" < budget@bethel- ct.gov>

Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Wed, 5 Mar 2025 21: 17: 19+ 0000

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70089] Re: Communication from the Superintendent 3- 5- 25

Dear Christine,

Looks like all the years of being able to do what you wish with taxpayer' s funds is about to end.

This fear mongering letter sent out to the parents of students is so one sided it' s unbelievable, you should
be ashamed of yourself.

How about you actually take some ownership for this problem? Cut from the top and not from programs
and teachers that actually do something?
Have you ever taking responsibility for anything ?? Maybe some leadership training on how not a narcissist
should be looked into.

Also, I was told the Bethel Schools are very close to being placed on probation again? Is this true?
I strongly suggest you look at the top 19, make a cut. You might be facing a no confidence protest very soon.

I request this letter be sent to all town residents so they can see how you are trying to manipulate the
budget vote, along with a copy of all the salaries and 2024- 2025 and 2025- 2026 proposed budgets. Let the
people decide. Not the 200 school employees that happen to live in Bethel.

Transparency and truth !!!

Best Regards,

Bill Ochs

From: Bethel Public Schools via ParentSquare< donotreply+ 5d9fd285- 75a4- 5856- af34- b821 d2112937@
parentsquare. com>

Sent: Wednesday, March 5, 2025 3: 08 PM

Subject: Communication from the Superintendent 3- 5- 25

Bethel Public Schools

Bethel Public Schools



March

4, 2025

Dear

Parents, Guardians, and Staff,

We hope this letter finds you
well.  We are reaching out to share a critical update regarding the recent budget
reductions proposed by the Board of Selectmen and Board of Finance.  These

reductions total $ 1, 250, 000 and will significantly impact our schools.

Unfortunately, these cuts will

directly affect after- school and extracurricular programs,  administration,  athletics,

NJROTC,  additional teaching positions, and support staff. We recognize that these

programs and services are vital to our students' education, personal growth, and overall

well- being. Our staff is deeply committed to supporting every child, and these reductions

place an added strain on their ability to maintain the high level of instruction and support

our community values.

The Board of Finance will hold

a public hearing on these budget reductions on March
19th at 7: 00 PM at Bethel High School.

This is the final

opportunity to make your voices heard,. regardless

of your perspective, before decisions are finalized and the budget is moved forward to

the Town Meeting. Babysitting services will be provided to assist families who may need

babysitting in order to attend and participate.

If you are unable to attend,

we strongly encourage you to share your thoughts by emailing the Board of Finance

at budget@bethel- ct.gov.
Please include your name and address in your message so that your feedback is

appropriately recorded. 

Your voice is crucial in determining

the final budget recommendation. Thank you for your continued support, and we hope

to see you at the public hearing.

Sincerely,

Christine L. Carver, Ed. D.

Superintendent of Schools

Stay involved with your child' s learning and activities at school.

A4 Download on the GET IT ON
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s Play



You received this email because you are a ParentSquare user in Bethel Public Schools. If you received this email in
error or wish to disable your account, click here to unsubscribe.

ParentSquare Inc• 6144 Calle Real,# 200A• Goleta, CA93117

Forwarded message----------

From:

To: budget@bethel- ct.gov
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Wed, 5 Mar 2025 15: 34: 12- 0500

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70088] Opposed of School Budget Increase

If she' s genuinely passionate about the need for more funding for the schools, ask the Superintendent to consider taking a
pay cut. For such a small town she is paid really well. Bethel Middle School is not even in top 30% of middle schools in

the state. Maybe instead of more money it' s time for a change in leadership.

Sent from my iPhone

14 attachments

FirstSelectman: 70147] Library Budget Funds. eml
19K

FirstSelectman: 70135] library funding. eml
21K

E) [
FirstSelectman: 70129] Bethel Education Budget. eml

25K

FirstSelectman: 70127] Urgent Concerns Regarding Proposed School Budget Cuts- Impact on Our
Children. eml

25K

r   [ FirstSelectman: 70124] 2025- 2026 Bethel Education Budget. eml

29K

F1 [ FirstSelectman: 70126] Bethel Education Budget Hearing 3/ 19/ 2025. eml
31K

E) [ FirstSelectman: 70123] Bethel Education funding. eml
29K

F1 [
FirstSelectman: 70122] 2025 School Budget. eml

23K

FirstSelectman: 70121] Library Budget Cut.eml
22K

FirstSelectman: 70117] No cuts to BOE & BOS budgets please!. eml
21K

E) [
FirstSelectman: 70104] Bethel Public Schools Budget Cuts. eml

23K

Re: Communication from the Superintendent 3- 5- 25. emi

40K

FirstSelectman: 70087] Fwd: Communication from the Superintendent 3- 5- 25. emi

48K

FirstSelectman: 70088] Opposed of School Budget Increase. eml

18K



g   [     Mary Churchill< church! IIm@bethel- ct.gov>

3

Mary Churchill < churchillm@bethel- ct. gov>       Thu, Mar 20, 2025 at 4: 10 PM

To: Mary Churchill < churchillm@bethel- ct.gov>

Mary Churchill
Office Administrator

Town of Bethel

203- 794- 8540

Forwarded message----------

lectman"< FirstSelectman@bethel- ct.gov>
o: " budget e e- ct. gov" < budget@bethel- ct.gov>

Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Wed, 19 Mar 2025 10: 30: 45 + 0000( UTC)

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70222] Public Hearing March 19th
Hello,

I am a parent of a special needs child in Johnson School.   What will my daughters day
look like with all these cuts to her education? Will she fall even u er ehind? Will she be able to catch up even remotely
with these cuts? I' m very concerned she is already delayed and receives a lot of help! I need assurances for my daughter
and her growth. She is dependant on the wonderful help she has received so far. Without the wonderful team of special
education teachers already established she would be even more behind. She is just starting to read and understand math
enough to do it by herself, and this progress needs to continue. Will her progress continue with these cuts? Is it even legal
to cut from students IEP requirements? We need our team of special education teachers and all of the other educators to

be strong. They have done so much for all of us to begin with. Cuts are not acceptable.

Thank You,

Amy Kaledas
6 Deer Run

Bethel CT

Forwarded message----------

From.

To: boe@bethel. k12.ct. us, budget@bethel- ct.gov
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Wed, 19 Mar 2025 07: 19: 25- 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70223] THE BUDGET!! PLEASE READ

To Whom it may concern,
The reason people move to Bethel, including myself, is the schools. They are reputable. We lived in a nearby town that
was much more affordable- we entered our first child into Kindergarten in the public school- and we were house hunting
before she even finished K. We moved to Bethel with hopes that the schools HAVE to be better than what we just
experienced. Our house cost double, taxes were double, but it has to be worth it, right? And the answer is, of course it

was. We have had a positive experience in the Bethel Public Schools since the day we walked in- first grade. The oldest
is now up to 6th grade- so we' ve had more amazing experience, but there is still so much more ahead. But there' s worry.
We CANNOT cut teachers. We CANNOT cut activities. We CANNOT cut sports, music, arts, anything. We NEED it all.
It is what makes Bethel truly one of the best public schools around. We have an amazing leader, Dr. Carver, followed up
with administration that truly cares about the students, and teachers that go above and beyond. Dr. Carver is being
forced to make cuts that she doesn' t want to do- because just as I said above, Bethel public schools are one of the best.
If you make cuts, we will lose teachers that make the schools what they are, we will lose programs that people move to
the town for, and sports and activities kids can' t wait to be a part of.
And within this awesome town is the Bethel Public Library- that we personally frequent often. We do all the things. We



check out books, attend programs, chat with the librarians, and do homework. It is a safe place. Please do not make cuts
to the Bethel Public Library.

Thank you for reading.

Jennifer O' Connor

18 Winthrop Road
Bethel, CT 06801

Forwarded message----------

From: rstSelectman@bethel- ct.gov>
To: " b e e- c . gov < udget@bethel- ct.gov>
Cc: " boe@bethel. k12. ct. us" < boe@bethel. k12. ct. us>

Bcc:

Date: Wed, 19 Mar 2025 01: 58: 16 + 0000 ( UTC)

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70220] Support for proposed budget increase
To Whom it May Concern,

I want to express my support of our schools and the proposed budget by Dr. Carver that was laid out at the beginning of
this budget cycle. While I understand that the increase is significant, it is essential to ensure that our children, teachers,

and staff members receive the resources they need. The proposed cuts to our school programs would be devastating for
our children. My children, who are currently in Bethel Middle School, look forward to their chorus and orchestra classes
which they have been a part oftsince 4th grade. Not only have they learned to read notes and play an instrument, but
they have also learned to collaborate with their peers and to persevere through challenges. I firmly believe that at least

500, 000 should be restored to the Education budget.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.

Best regards,

Jenilee Valencia

Forwarded message----------

To: bu ge e e- ct. gov
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Tue, 18 Mar 2025 21: 37:26- 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70219] Education Budget

To Whom It May Concern:

I am in support of our schools and the proposed budget that Dr. Carver laid out at the beginning of this budget cycle.
While understanding it' s a high increase, it is imperative for our school district and ultimately, our community as a whole.

At least$ 500, 000 should be restored back into the Education budget.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Vinnie Rissolo

10 Quaker Ridge Rd, Bethel, CT 06801

Forwarded message----------

From: Sophie Sallusto < sophiesallusto@gmail. com>

To: " budget@bethel- ct. gov" < budget@bethel- ct. gov>
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Tue, 18 Mar 2025 20:49:23- 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70216] Budget for Bethel Library
Hi there,



I' m writing in support of the Bethel Public Library to not reduce their budget.

As a Bethel resident for the past fourteen years, many of my wonderful experiences in town have revolved around the
library. It has been a wonderful resource and outlet for me from the time I was a student in BPS to now being an adult who
still frequents the BPL on a regular basis.

In a time where the economy has taken so many small businesses away from our town, keeping one of our most sacred
institutions in mind when considering budgets is important now more than ever. The library is a place for learning,
entertainment, and community for Bethel residents of all ages.

The Bethel Public Library deserves to have a, budget that accommodates its standing as a pillar of our community. As a
town, let' s continue to appreciate an institution that gives back so much to its community.

Thank you for your time.

Best,

Forwarded message----------

o:  u ethel- ct.gov, Dan Carter< carterd@be a- c. gov>
Cc: " Carver, Christine"< carverc@bethel. k12. ct. us>, Scott Mikolajczyk< scott_ mikola@yahoo. com>

Bcc:

Date: Tue, 18 Mar 2025 21: 22: 57- 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70218] Urgent Concern: Impact of Cuts in the 2025- 2026 Proposed Budget

Dear Members of the Board of Finance and Board of Selectmen,

It' s hard to express my profound frustration and dismay appropriately over both the school and
town proposed budgets as I do have great respect for the position you are all in. However, I am
extremely disappointed in the amount of shortsightedness these boards are showing with the
proposed budget cuts to the schools,-park and recreation, and the public library_

As residents of this town, we all understand that our schools are a cornerstone of what makes this

community so attractive and desirable. However, reducing funding for education will have a ripple
effect, not just on our children' s education, but on our town' s future as a whole.

Firstly, it is important to recognize that the quality of our schools is directly linked to the value of our
properties. Families moving into a town often prioritize access to strong educational opportunities.
When prospective buyers see that the schools are underfunded, they will be less likely to invest in
the area. This could result in stagnation or even a decline in property values. Homeowners and
potential sellers alike may find their investments affected, and the town may face greater difficulty
attracting new residents who would otherwise contribute to the local economy.

Furthermore, cutting the school budget now may seem like a short- term solution, but it will only
deepen the financial hole in the future. Less investment in education today could lead to long- term
consequences such as lower educational attainment, reduced workforce skills, and a diminished

quality of life. As a result, we risk eroding the very foundation that draws families and
businesses to our town in the first place.

The severity of these cuts will directly affect our community as our future leaders won' t feel
compelled to stay in a town that didn' t support them as children and students. Or they won' t be
educated well enough or well- rounded enough, missing the arts and sports as part of their
curriculum, to be able to lead the town. Average students will get lost in a sea of 30 students in a
classroom and won' t be given the chance to excel or showcase their skills.

Also, where do we go from here when there are more unexpected expenses next year? What if

healthcare goes up another 10%? Are you going to continue to cut teachers until there' s one



teacher for each grade? At what point do the students needs outweigh the sentiment of the board?
If we continue to cut the budget each year we will never have enough money to be able to offset
these unexpected expenses.

My family has invested in this town for years, both with our property and with our participation in
town organizations, we anticipated being here for the long term. The people and the culture of the
town are a good fit for us, and we were pleased with the education our daughter was getting. But
now, with the impact that these proposed cuts will have, we will have to. seriously consider whether
this is the right community for us. Nearby towns have school budgets twice as big as ours with less
children, they clearly value education more than the financial leaders of Bethel.

Our schools are more than just institutions for learning— they are a reflection of the values we hold
as a community. They shape the future of our children and, by extension, the future of our town. By
making cuts to the school budget, we send a message that we are not fully invested in our
children' s futures or in sustaining a vibrant, prosperous community.

urge the Board to reconsider these proposed budget cuts and put the full $ 1. 2M back into the

Board of Education budget, and explore alternative solutions to address the town' s financial

challenges without compromising the quality of education in our schools. I believe we can work
together to find a more balanced approach that supports both the short- term and long- term
interests of the community.

Thank you for your time and consideration. I am hopeful that the Board will act with foresight and
recognize that investing in our schools is ultimately an investment in the future success of this
town.

Sincerely,

Aileen Mikolajczyk Vice President, Bethel

Education Foundation

Scott Mikolajczyk

Bethel Softball Association coach

Parents of a 2nd grader

6 Brookview Court

Bethel, CT 06801

Aileen Mikolajczyk

Vice President

Bethel Education Foundation

Forwarded message----------

To:  udget et e- ct. gov
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Tue, 18 Mar 2025 20: 08: 40- 0400

Subject: [FirstSelectman: 70215] Please Increase Funding for the Library and Schools
Dear Board of Finance and Board of Selectmen,



I request that the library budget be restored to the amount it was prior to the Board of Finance' s proposed
reductions ( so a$ 6, 000 cut from the requested amount instead of an approximately$ 36, 000 cut). The Library Board
submitted a budget request aimed at preserving the library' s current staffing, hours, and services. While we understand
that budget reductions are necessary across various departments, reducing the library' s budget below its current
operating level would significantly impact the services it provides to the community. A$, 6000 cut is a much more

reasonable and manageable request.

I have heard that$ 30, 000 has become available to the town budget through insurance savings, and I request that

this money be applied to the library budget.

I also believe that the cuts to the school system are much too large and will significantly hurt our children and our
community. I am willing to pay higher taxes in order to keep our schools appropriately funded. Please restore as
much of the budget request as you possibly can.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Hussey
73 Linda Ln.

Bethel, CT 06801

Forwarded messa e----------

To: " budget@bethel- ct. gov" < budget@bethel- ct. gov>
Cc: " boe@bethel. k12. ct. us" < boe@bethel. k12. ct.us>

Bcc:

Date: Tue, 18 Mar 2025 23: 24: 48 + 0000

Subject: [FirstSelectman: 70214] Board of Finance Budget Meeting
Jocelyn Sedlor

95 Payne Rd

Bethel, CT 06801

Dear Bethel Board of Education, Board of Finance, Board of Selectmen, and other concerned parties,

I hope this letter finds you well. I am writing to express my deep concern regarding the recent proposed school budget,
particularly the impact they have on after- school programs and in- school specials. These programs are not just extra
activities; they are vital components of our children' s education and overall development.

After-school programs provide students with essential opportunities to explore their interests, develop new skills, and
engage with their peers in meaningful ways. Many students rely on these programs for safe and constructive
environments after school. The friendships and teamwork fostered in these settings have lasting benefits, helping
students to build confidence and social skills that are crucial for their futures.

Additionally, in- school specials such as art, music, and physical education play a critical role in creating well- rounded
learners. These subjbcts encourage creativity, critical thinking, and physical health; they also provide students with a
break from traditional academics, which is important for maintaining their motivation and enthusiasm for learning. The
reduction or elimination of these programs risks diminishing the quality of education and personal growth that our children
receive daily.

I understand that budgetary constraints can lead to difficult decisions, and I appreciate the challenges that you face in
managing resources effectively. However, I urge you to consider the long- term consequences of these cuts. Investing in
our children's education, including maintaining robust after-school programs and school specials, is essential for their
success both now and in the future.

kindly ask that you reconsider these proposed budget cuts and explore alternative solutions that can preserve these
important programs. Our children deserve a comprehensive education that includes both academic rigor and creative
exploration.

My own children have greatly benefited from many of these programs, and the schools are a large part of why I have
decided to stay in Bethel.

Thank you for your time and for your continued commitment to our students and community. I hope everyone can work
together to find a solution that supports the needs of all students.



Sincerely,

Jocelyn Sedlor

Concerned parent of 2 Johnson School students

Forwarded message----------

Selectman@bethel- ct.gov>
o: budget@bethel-- ct. gov

Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Tue, 18 Mar 2025 18: 17: 57- 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70213] Support for Bethel Public Library- Budget Meeting
To whom it may concern,

As a frequent user of our local public library, I wanted to express my concern regarding the
proposed budget cuts for the upcoming year. I strongly believe that a well- funded library is
an invaluable asset to our community, providing essential services and resources for our
residents.

Personally, I have greatly benefited from the library' s diverse offerings. The access to
digital newspapers and magazines has been incredibly convenient, allowing me to stay
informed and up- to- date on current events. Additionally, I like to check out physical books,
which not only supports my love for reading but also helps me discover new authors.  The

library' s peaceful atmosphere is also a haven for me, where I can enjoy some quiet time and
browse through the extensive physical book selections.

Libraries serve as hubs for learning, creativity, and social connection. By supporting our
library, we are investing in the well-being and development of our community.

I urge you to reconsider the proposed budget cuts. I believe that maintaining a robust
library system is crucial for fostering a vibrant and educated community.

Best Regards,

Frank Dally
14 Andrews Street

Bethel, CT 06801

Forwarded messa e----------

To: " budget@bethel- ct. gov" < budget@bethel- ct. gov>
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Tue, 18 Mar 2025 10: 29:09- 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70202] Bethel Education Budget Concerns

To Whom It May Concern,



I am writing to express my concern about the Bethel Education Budget and from where the proposed
reductions are coming. I am a parent of a 7th and 5th grader who are proud and active members in their
school communities through the Bethel Winter Guard, Middle School Field Hockey, Ski Club, and Unified
Sports.

My husband and I have watched our kids thrive in these programs - in particular Bethel Winter
Guard where our daughter found a real passion, level of commitment, and drive to improve which we
have never before seen her express. In 6th grade when she was deeply hurting from a falling out with
friends, it was the BWG 1V team who welcomed her, the only 6th grader. It became a safe place and
positive environment for her to be herself and excel outside of the negativity that she was experiencing
during the school day. It worries me to think that, without the variety of programs offered to our
students, Bethel will see a rise in worrying and destructive behaviors as kids look for alternative ways to
spend their time and manage their stresses. The long- term impact of these cuts will be devastating.

It is my understanding a key driver of the budget challenges was an increase in health care coverage that
wasn' t better planned for though the district seemed to know that an increase was coming for the 2025-
26 school year.  Additionally, the reduction of teacher positions vs administrative positions seems
disproportionate to the teaching staff and student programs which directly and negatively impact
students.  I strongly urge you to reevaluate administrative staff positions in order to save programs and
teaching staff directly supporting our children.

Thank you,

Sandy Smith

Forwarded messa e----------

n" < FirstSelectman@bethel- ct. gov>

To: budget@bethel- ct.gov
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Tue, 18 Mar 2025 07: 02: 50- 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70198] Support for Bethel Library( Budget meeting March 17)

1 am writing to express my strong support for the library and to encourage you to consider its importance as a vital
community resource in light of potential budget cuts. The library is much more than just a place to borrow books— it is an

essential service that serves the needs of a diverse range of people in our town, contributing to the overall well- being and
attractiveness of our community.

Over the years, I have personally benefited from the wide variety of programs and resources the library offers. I have
attended gardening series lectures, cooking demonstrations, movie nights, and genealogical classes. Additionally,
regularly take advantage of the library' s digital resources, such as newspapers and magazines, and still enjoy borrowing
physical books. These services not only support my personal growth and enjoyment but also enhance the cultural
vibrancy of the town.

My family members, too, rely on the library for services like the tax aid offered during tax season. This kind of community
support is invaluable, particularly for families and individuals who may not have access to other resources.

Beyond these personal experiences, the library plays a critical role in attracting individuals who enrich our town. A well-
equipped and accessible library sends a message that the community values education, culture, and the well- being of its
residents. It' s no surprise that people often look for these kinds of resources when deciding where to live, work, and raise
a family.

For all these reasons, I urge you to reconsider any proposed budget cuts to the library. It is a cornerstone of our
community, and cutting its funding would be a loss for everyone who relies on its services.



Thank you for your time and consideration. I trust that you will recognize the tremendous value the library brings to our
town and make the decision that best serves its residents.

Regards,

Kelly Billingham ( 14 Andrews Street)

Forwarded message----------

o: " u ge e e- ct. gov" < budg hel- ct.gov>
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Mon, 17 Mar 2025 20: 45: 07- 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70196] Budget comment- Library
Dear Board of Finance Members,

I am writing to put my comments regarding the Bethel Public Library on the record. The library is a critical resource in our
community, providing so much more than books. They already operate on a shoestring budget and I' m always amazed at
what they' re able to provide for the community with their limited funding. Their request was only enough to maintain the
services we already rely on, and not just keeping it flat but reducing it from last year's budget is short sighted.

Please reconsider your budget allocation to the library and provide the minimal increase they requested to maintain our
current services.

Sherri Axcell

30 Willow Street

Forwarded message----------

stSelectman"< FirstSelectman@bethel- ct. gov>

To: budget@bethel- ct. gov
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Mon, 17 Mar 2025 18: 30: 02 + 0000 ( UTC)

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70190] Public Hearing comments
To the Board of Finance:

The Library Board has submitted a budget request aimed at preserving the Library' s current

staffing, hours, and services. While we understand that budget reductions are necessary across

various departments, reducing the Library' s budget below its current operating level would
significantly impact the services we provide to the community. The budget that was submitted to

the Town represents a very conservative estimate of what is needed to permit the Library to
continue to playa vital role in the community - offering resources and programs that support

education, literacy, and connection. A reduction in our budget will undermine our ability to fulfill

these essential functions, negatively impacting the residents we serve.

We respectfully request that you restore the Library's budget to the amount it was prior to the
Board of Finance's proposed reductions.

Thank you for your consideration.

Robin Kahn and George Johnston

3 Brookview Court
Bethel

Forwarded message----------

From: "' Maria Sallusto' via FirstSelectman"< FirstSelectman@bethel- ct. gov>



To: budget@bethel- ct.gov
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Mon, 17 Mar 2025 19: 07:46- 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70195] The importance of the Library
I have been a Bethel resident since 2012 and one of the first things I did for myself and as a parent was to get my three
children and myself a library card.
We continue to use it all the time. Having a well curated library collection and the use of other amenities is precious.
Please continue to keep our library going and to keep it as organized and maintained as it is. This is such an important
part of our town.
Thank you so much for your time
Maria

Sent from my iPhone

Forwarded message----------

From: "' DAVID Morey' via FirstSelectman"< FirstSelectman@bethel- ct.gov>
To: Board of Education < boe@bethel. k12. ct. us>, Finance Committee < budget@bethel- ct.gov>
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Mon, 17 Mar 2025 12: 13: 08- 0400 ( EDT)

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70186] Proposed BETHEL EDUCATION BUDGET CUTS

I am responding to these 4 potential cuts to the school budget:

STAFF

ELEMENTARY SPECIALS

MIDDLE SCHOOLATHLETICS

HIGH SCHOOL NJROTC, MUSIC, THEATER, MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

STAFF:

Our daughter is a paraprofessional at Rockwell. She is assigned to help with kindergarten but is
toften pulled [ because of illnesses] to help with other classes. Sometimes she is asked to be the
substitute teacher for a day [you are not paying separately for a substitute teacher on those days.]
She has been needed for the BEFORE SCHOOL program as well as the AFTER SCHOOL
program. She has even been asked a few times to cover Johnson's AFTER SCHOOL program.

Last week our daughter talked about the cuts becoming a SAFETY ISSUE. " We' re already so short
staffed all the time. Yesterday we had a special ed student leave recess unnoticed because we did
not have support staff to watch everyone. There will be real consequences if some of these jobs
are lost."

ELEMENTARY SPECIALS:

We have a grandson in 1st grade at Rockwell. Although he enjoys his teacher and classwork, the
delight of his life is ART. He can' t wait for that special! He has learned so many art techniques from
his incredibly talented art teacher. It would be a huge blow to him if the art program were
diminished, [ as well as gym and music.]

MIDDLE SCHOOL ATHLETICS:

We have a grandson in 7th grade. Although he is very bright, he has little interest in academic
subjects. The thing that gets him up in the morning is knowing he will have an opportunity to be
active part of the time. He lives for learning and using skills in football or basketball. He is a serious
athlete and lives for gym class and BMS SPORTS.

HIGH SCHOOL REDUCTIONS:

We have 3 granddaughters at BHS.

her to attend school regularly.



Another granddaughter has been participating in the NJROTC program for 2 years. She has
competed in regional scholastic competitions and is currently helping with the Military Ball.

All three girls are deeply involved in the music and/ or theater programs.

PLEASE DON'T CURTAIL IMPORTANT PARTS OF THEIR BHS experience that give them SELF
WORTH.

Lastly, consider the impact of having Bethel' s reputation as a school system with
diminished staff and inadequate programs. Property values will suffer. Please don' t be PENNY
WISE AND POUND FOOLISH.

Thank you,
Carol and David Morey
17 Starr Lane

Bethel, CT

Forwarded message----------

o:  u ge e e- c. gov

Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Sat, 15 Mar 2025 16: 16: 32- 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70183] Re: Budget Concerns

Dear Members of the Board of Finance,

I am extremely concerned and disappointed at the current decision to cut 1. 25 million dollars from the Board of Education
budget. As a 23 year educator, parent in the community and taxpayer of over 20 years I am outraged that such a deep
cut was taken without regard to how this will affect our school system that has outperformed most districts in this area.

My own daughter has been part of the Bethel Public School since Kindergarten and has seen much success. I want this
to continue as she is now a Freshman in high school and will eventually graduate from what I hope is a high achieving
district.

In addition, I am concerned that these cuts will directly affect after-school and extracurricular programs, administration,
athletics, NJROTC, additional teaching positions, and support staff. These programs and services are vital to the students'
education, personal growth, and overall well- being. The Bethel Public School staff is deeply committed to supporting
every child, and these reductions place an added strain on their ability to maintain the high level of instruction and support
our community values. I am asking that you consider reinstating $ 500, 000 into the budget and let us as taxpayers vote to
decide what we can afford. I appreciate your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Irene Drake

5 Pleasant Rise

Bethel CT

Forwarded message----------

From: "' Irene Petrucci' via FirstSelectman" < FirstSelectman@bethel- ct.gov>
To: " budget@bethel- ct. gov" < budget@bethel- ct.gov>
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Sat, 15 Mar 2025 19: 58: 35+ 0000( UTC)

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70182] RE: Budget Concerns

Dear Members of the Board of Finance,       i
i,

I am writing to you to express my concerns over the 1. 25 million dollar cut to the Board of Education budget for the
upcoming year. As a parent, community member, and taxpayer of over 20 years I think it is completely outrageous to
make these deep cuts without regard for the consequences it will have on our school system. I have hear of no other
department in town getting this deep of a cut. Our school system has outperformed most districts in our area and cutting
this amount of money will be detrimental to maintaining this level of success. My daughter has been part of this school



system since Kindergarten and has seen much success. As a current Freshman, I would like to see this success

continue.  I would like to see$ 500,000 put back into the education budget and allow all of the taxpayers to vote on the
budget at referendum time.

Sincerely,
Christopher Drake

5 Pleasant Rise

Bethel, CT

Forwarded message----------

From: Kristin Coles < kristinmicelicoles@gmail. com>

To: " budget@bethel- ct.gov" < budget@bethel- ct. gov>
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Sat, 15 Mar 2025 07: 53: 27- 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70180] Budget cut concerns

To whom it may concern-

I moved to bethel 8 years ago. I was a single mom of a 4 year old boy, trying to figure out where
best to raise him. Everything about Bethel charmed me. The schools were great, and getting better.
The housing prices were trending upward. New restaurants. New developments. A sense of
community. A park and rec department full of activities. Beautiful parks. A safe, small, sweet
community. I had no doubt that this was where I' d raise him.

And in these 8 years I haven' t been disappointed. I bought my first and second house here. My son has
moved from Berry to Johnson to BMS. Wonderful teachers, support staff, sports coaches, parks and rec
summer camps, and after school programs. I' ve seen my tax assessment rise only to think " well, that' s
good news for this town!"

However, these proposed budget cuts will change all of this. For me. For my son. For this town. And for
the people who, like me, were searching for a place to settle with their family. The heart of this town is
our wonderful schools. It' s what brings people here. Keeps people here. Without that we will suffer. Our
students will suffer. Our community ( full of teachers and admins who live AND work here) will suffer.
Morale will wither. People will leave. Housing prices will plummet.

How is it that we pay such a high mill rate and still have to endure this cut? How can revenues be at
such a high, and yet we can' t afford to keep essentially teachers and staff at our schools? Will we lose art
programs? Music? After school activities? Language arts? What kind of education does that leave us with?
How are we giving OUR kids an advantage in the world if we' re denying them these programs?

Please consider reinstating these funds for one of the most important aspects of our sweet town. Don' t
plunge us back into the past where Bethel wasn' t as strong. We deserve so much better.

Kristin Miceli Coles

19 Pell Mell Dr.

Forwarded message----------

To: budget@bethel- ct.gov

Bcc:

Date: Fri, 14 Mar 2025 12: 48: 15- 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70177] Urgent Concern: Impact of Cuts on Education in 2025- 2026 Proposed Budget

Dear Mr. Carter and Board of Selectman and Finance,

I am writing to express my deep concern regarding our educational programs' proposed 2025- 2026 budget cuts. While I



understand the difficult financial decisions that must be made, reducing funding for education further is disheartening and
ultimately detrimental to the success of our students and our community as a whole.

If we want to provide our children with a meaningful, well- rounded education, we must invest in the people and programs
that make that possible. Teachers, staff, and essential programs are at the heart of our schools, fostering academic
growth, creativity, and critical thinking— skills our students need to thrive in an ever-changing world.

Cutting resources from our schools is not just a short- term setback; it has long- term consequences for our children, our
town, and its future. I urge you to reconsider these cuts and prioritize funding for education. Please consider reinstating
at least$ 500,000 of the recent$ 1. 25 million cut. Our students deserve the best opportunities we can provide, and that
starts with ensuring they have the resources, support, and educators they need to succeed.

Thank you for your time and consideration. I hope you will stand with our community in protecting the quality of education
that our children deserve.

Sincerely,
Sarah Westerberg- Egan
23 Pell Mell Drive, Bethel, Conn.

203) 241- 2658

Forwarded message----------

From: Kimberly Rissolo mom

To: budget@bethel- ct.gov
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Fri, 14 Mar 2025 12: 45: 54- 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70176] Education budget

To Whom It May Concern:

I am in support of our schools and the proposed budget that Dr. Carver laid out at the beginning of this budget cycle.
While understanding it' s a high increase, it is imperative for our school district and ultimately, our community as a whole.

At least$ 500, 000 should be restored back into the Education budget.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
Kimberly Rissolo
10 Quaker Ridge Rd, Bethel, CT 06801

Forwarded message----------

To: budget@bethel- ct.gov

B   .

Date: Tue, 11 Mar 2025 17: 54: 05- 0700

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70152] Re: Communication from the Superintendent 3- 5- 25

Respected Board of finance members,

We live in Bethel at 1 Forest Way and we' re reaching out to you in regards to the budget cut proposed by the board and
the significant impact it will have on our school and students. This is very concerning and I would urge you to consider our
kids education as top priority and make sure it won' t get impacted due to the proposed budget. One of the main reason
we( and many residents) reside in Bethel is due to the extra curricular activities in addition to the good teachers and
school staff providing quality education in Bethel school. Your proposal will have immense negative impact on these
outstanding programs. We live and pay our fair share in property taxes, and despite the fact we don' t have a lot of other
amenities ( side walks, public pool, parks, amphitheater) Bethel is still overall very good town to live in due to good school
system, however with this budget proposal that' s also going to suffer and then it will be extremely difficult to justify living in
Bethel.

I truly hope you will make the right decision to not sacrifice the future generations education and at least continue
supporting all the existing programs if town isn' t able to expand it.



Thanks

Ashok and Parul

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 5, 2025, at 1: 08 PM, Bethel Public Schools via ParentSquare< donotreply+ 5d9fd285- 75a4- 5856-
af34- b821 d2112937@parentsquare. com> wrote:

Bethel Public Schools

Bethel Public Schools

March 4, 2025

Dear Parents, Guardians, and Staff,

We hope this letter finds you well. We are reaching out to share a critical update

regarding the recent budget reductions proposed by the Board of Selectmen and Board
of Finance. These reductions total $ 1, 250, 000 and will significantly impact our schools.

Unfortunately, these cuts will directly affect after-school and extracurricular programs,

administration, athletics, NJROTC, additional teaching positions, and support staff. We

recognize that these programs and services are vital to our students'  education,

personal growth, and overall well- being. Our staff is deeply committed to supporting

every child, and these reductions place an added strain on their ability to maintain the

high level of instruction and support our community values.

The Board of Finance will hold a public hearing on these budget reductions on March
19th at 7: 00 PM at Bethel High School. This is the final opportunity to make your

voices heard,. regardless of your perspective, before decisions are finalized and the
budget is moved forward to the Town Meeting. Babysitting services will be provided to

assist families who may need babysitting in order to attend and Ilarticipate.

If you are unable to attend, we strongly encourage you to share your thoughts by

emailing the Board of Finance at budget@bethel- ct.gov. Please include your name

and address in your message so that your feedback is appropriately recorded.

Your voice is crucial in determining the final budget recommendation. Thank you for

your continued support, and we hope to see you at the public hearing.

Sincerely,

Christine L. Carver, Ed. D.

Superintendent of Schools



Stay involved with your child' s learning and activities at school.

0 Download on th GET IT: mil l
3  •     O s

You received this email because you are a ParentSquare user in Bethel Public Schools. If you received this email in
error or wish to disable your account, click here to unsubscribe.

ParentSquare Inc• 6144 Calle Real,# 200A• Goleta, CA 93117

22 attachments

FirstSelectman: 70222] Public Hearing March 19th. eml
23K

0 [
FirstSelectman: 70217] THE BUDGET!! PLEASE READ. eml

20K

i    [ FirstSelectman: 70220] Support for proposed budget increase. eml
23K

Fj [ FirstSelectman: 70219] Education Budget.eml

19K

FirstSelectman: 70216] Budget for Bethel Library.eml
20K

Letter to the Board - budget cuts. docx

17K

l    [
FirstSelectman: 70218] Urgent Concern: Impact of Cuts in the 2025- 2026 Proposed Budget. eml

55K

FirstSelectman: 70215] Please Increase Funding for the Library and Schools. eml
20K

Ej [ FirstSelectman: 70214] Board of Finance Budget Meeting. eml
27K

FirstSelectman: 70213] Support for Bethel Public Library- Budget Meeting. eml
31K

i    [ FirstSelectman: 70202] Bethel Education Budget Concerns. eml

24K

FirstSelectman: 70198] Support for Bethel Library( Budget meeting March 17). eml
23K

FirstSelectman: 70196] Budget comment- Library. eml
19K

Ej [ FirstSelectman: 70190] Public Hearing comments. eml
24K

ID [ FirstSelectman: 70195] The importance of the Library.eml
19K

FirstSelectman: 70186] Proposed BETHEL EDUCATION BUDGET CUTS. eml
29K

FirstSelectman: 70183] Re: Budget Concerns. eml

21K

FirstSelectman: 70182] RE: Budget Concerns. eml

23K



FirstSelectman: 70180] Budget cut concerns. eml

25K

El [
FirstSelectman: 70177] Urgent Concern: Impact of Cuts on Education in 2025- 2026 Proposed Budget. eml

21K

FirstSelectman: 70176] Education budget. eml

19K

in [
FirstSelectman: 70152] Re: Communication from the Superintendent 3- 5- 25. eml

51K



Subject: Fwd: [ FirstSelectman: 70240] Submission for budget hearing

Mary Churchill <churchillm@bethel- ct.gov>    Wed, Mar 19, 4: 30 PM ( 1 day

to James Hancock, Dan Carter, John Lennon, Karen Foster, Cynthia McCorkindale, Robert Manfreda, Will Duff, Brad

fibbed.... here' s one more:

Forwarded message---------

Date: Wed, Mar 19, 2025 at 4:27 PM

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70240] Submission for budget hearing
To: < budget@bethel- ct. gov>

Dear members of the board of finance,

I want to contrast the education budget with the police budget. When we were at the budget presentation on Feba

25th , Dr Carver gave a detailed powerpoint presentation, with handouts, showing the education budget line- by- lin
down to how much we spend on office supplies and chromebooks.

Meanwhile, the police budget took less than twenty minutes. Chief Pugner and members of the BOF had a friendly

conversation about how whether eight- cylinder cars were better than six- cylinder cars, and whether Ford or GM gc

better service. Then the budget was approved as presented.

This is important because, with the schools and other departments making sacrifices, the police department is set

get a budget increase of$ 188, 000 this year, and there is a lot of spending in the police budget that isn' t being
challenged. Some examples are:

We spent$ 807,000 on the police firing range last year, part of the$ 1. 4 million that we approved back in 2

This was justified by the idea that it would reduce police overtime, since they wouldn' t have to travel to ranges in c

towns. Since the range was finished in July, we would expect to see a reduction in overtime. It looks like this hasn'

happened though. Last year saw a$ 275,000" additional transfer" to the police budget, presumably to cover overtir

At the budget presentation, the BOF asked about overtime, and Chief Pugner mentioned that there was" some"

overtime, without elaborating.

The police are getting license plate scanners. While the scanners come from a grant, the maintenance an

data storage certainly won' t be free. And the data gets stored, not in a server owned by the State Police, but with

private company in Texas— so it's really an open question whether we want these things at all.

There are questions on how time is spent. Looking in past meeting minutes, I see Lt Zavatsky doing studi(

and making recommendations on traffic safety in and around proposed new developments, such as 105 Milwauke

Ave and 53 Taylor Ave. His recommendations feed into Planning and Zoning' s approvals of these developments.

There are traffic engineering companies that we can hire to do this, and have it signed off by a professional engine

too. Why not have them do it, and free up our police lieutenants to catch bad guys?

I' m not saying that all police overtime is absolutely unjustified, or that we absolutely don' t need license plate scanr

or that we should absolutely outsource all of our traffic studies. But there' s almost no discussion on these expense

either in the Police Commission or with the Board of Finance. It' s hard to vet these expenses in any case, because

while the schools have a full budget dashboard, there isn' t a detailed breakdown of the police budget on the town
website.

The Board of Finance needs to be asking these hard questions. At a time when the schools are making sacrifices

taking a sharper eye to the police finances could mean the difference between cutting a teacher and having them



Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70239] Urgent Concern: Cuts on Education in

2025- 2026 Proposed Budget

Wed, Mar 19, 3: 16PM ( 1 c

to budget

Dear Mr. Carter and Board of Selectman and Finance,

fl am writing to express my deep concern regarding our educational programs' proposed 2025-2026 budget cuts.
Reducing funding for education further is disheartening and ultimately detrimental to the success of our students a

community as a whole. As a parent, educator, tax payer and supporter of Bethel, these cuts are unfathomable.

Teachers, staff, and essential programs are at the heart of our schools, fostering academic growth, creativity,
critical thinking— skills our students need to thrive in an ever- changing world. It is our responsibility to provide for

future and the best way possible.

Cutting resources from our schools is not just a short- term setback; it has long- term consequences for our childr

town, and its future. I urge you to reconsider these cuts and prioritize funding for education. Please consider rein

at least$ 500, 000 of the recent$ 1. 25 million cut. Our students deserve the best opportunities we can provide,

that starts with ensuring they have the resources, support, and educators they need to succeed.

Thank you for your time and consideration. I hope you will stand with our community in protecting the quality of ed
that our children deserve.

Sincerely,

Kelly Clark
21 Pell Mell Dr.

Bethel, CT 06801



Subject: Re: [ FirstSelectman: 70237] Regarding proposed budget cuts

Mary Churchill< churchillm@bethel- ct.gov> Wed, Mar 19, 2: 53 PM( 1 c

to Alyssa Schneider

Received. Thank you.

On Wed, Mar 19, 2025 at 2:47 PM Alyssa Schneider

To Whom it May Concern,

My name is Alyssa Schneider and I attended Bethel Public Schools from pre- k until 2017 when I graduated frorr

High School.

I1

I 1 am writing in regard to the current proposed budget cuts, putting the music education and musical theatre proc
3

at risk.

After graduating from BHS, I attended Montclair State University and received a Bachelor' s degree in Music ThE

graduating magna cumme laude. I am now the head of Music Therapy at a hospice company.

My love of and skill in music was fostered and honed in Bethel Public Schools. I would not be the person I am tc

personally or professionally, had it not been for the music education and musical theatre programs.

As a Music Therapist I have studied the relationship between music and the brain. This correlates directly to the

of music education on student performance in other academic areas. Additionally, student involvement in music

education has been found to lead to positive psychosocial outcomes.

am attaching a few studies for your review:

I
https:// www.apa. org/ news/ press/ releases/ 2019/06/music-students-score-better

hftps:// www. frontiersin. org ou rnals/ p chology/articles/ 10. 3389/ fpm.g. 2022. 841204/ fu ll

As an alumni aAd successful professional in a music related career, I urge you to reconsider potential cuts mad(

music education and musical theatre programs at Bethel Public Schools.

Sincerely,

Alyssa Schneider, MT-BC

Mary Churchill
Office Administrator

Town of Bethel

203- 794- 8540



Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70236] Support for funding the library and schl

Cheryl Morgenstern Wed, Mar 19, 1: 26 PM ( 1 c

to budget

Dear Members of the Board of Finance,

I am writing to express my strong support for continued funding for Bethel Public Library. I have lived in Bethel for

years. One of the first things I did when I moved here was to get a library card for me and my child because I valu

many library resources.

I could go on and on about all the resources and services BPL provides: programs for all ages; a place people car
use a computer, read newspapers, or send a fax.

While most people have internet access, not everyone does. These people can access the internet at the library. k

we can access a lot of information online, many newspapers, journals, and other information sources are behind a

expensive paywall. The library has subscriptions to many newspapers, magazines, and online databases.

Finally, libraries provide community space. Not just a place to sit to read and study. The nonprofit group I belong tc

twice a month at BPL. If BPL is forced to reduce their hours, it could potentially mean losing our meeting space.

As for the schools, my daughter went through the Bethel School system and graduated in 2021. She benefited fro

music programs and musical theater. Music and art programs are not extras. They are just as important as sports.

would be a shame to cut their funding.

Thank you for your time and consideration. I appreciate your service to the town of Bethel and understand that co;

rising. But please do not take money from the library or public schools. It is truly an essential part of Bethel for mai
residents.

Sincerely,

Cheryl Morgenstern

2 Chipmunk Ter
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Forwarded message----------

To: " budget@bethel- ct. gov" < budget@bethel- ct.gov>
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Wed, 19 Mar 2025 13: 01: 08- 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 702341 Library Budget
To:  Finance Committee

Please reconsider the proposed budget for the Bethel Library.  The library is so
important to this community and a reduction in the operating budget would be a
disservice to the town.  I am a " Friend" of the library and see first hand how many
wonderful programs and events they offer for all age groups.  We need an increase to

the library budget, not a decrease!

Diane Golden

8 Terry Drive
Bethel, CT 06801

Diane Golden

203- 313- 3884

Forwarded message----------

From:

To: boe@bethel. kl2. ct. us, firstselectman@bethel- ct. gov, varialej@bethel. kl2. ct. us, churchhillm@bethel- ct. gov
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Wed, 19 Mar 2025 12: 21: 31 - 0500

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 702351 Protecting arts education in Bethel Public Schools- from a former student
Dear First Selectman Carter, members of the Bethel Board of Education, and others,

I am writing to express my deep concern regarding the proposed cuts to music and theater programs in Bethel Public
Schools. As a 2011 graduate of Bethel High School, I can confidently say that my experiences in these programs shaped



the trajectory of my life and career.

During my time at Bethel, I participated in Concert Choir, Chamber Singers, Acappella Group, Tri- M, Show Choir, and
many theatrical productions. Mrs. Neville, my choir teacher, was an incredibly formative influence. The skills I developed-
creativity, teamwork, and confidence- were pivotal to my artistic growth and professional success.

The foundation I built in Bethel' s arts programs led me to pursue a Bachelor of Arts in Theatre at the University of
Tennessee and a graduate certificate in Arts Administration from UConn. Since then, I' ve worked with the Knoxville
Symphony Orchestra, Nashville Ballet, and now serve as the Executive Director of the Nashville Shakespeare Festival.
None of this would have been possible without the opportunities I received through Bethel' s arts programs.

Cutting these programs would limit students' ability to explore their creative potential and develop essential life skills like
critical thinking, collaboration, and public speaking. The arts build confidence and foster belonging. It is an
absolutely essential part of the educational formation of young people. I also think of all the students who might not have
the opportunities that I had and how that would shape their future lives and careers. I now have made Nashville my home,
both my husband and I have full- time jobs at professional theaters, we own a home, and recently welcomed our first child.
This is due in part to the arts education I got at Bethel Public Schools.

I urge you to reconsider these cuts and explore alternative solutions to preserve these vital programs. The investment in
arts education is an investment in the future of the Bethel community.

Thank you for your time and consideration. Please reach out to me if you want to hear more about my experience or have
any questions.

Sincerely,
Isabel Tipton- Krispin

Executive Director, Nashville Shakespeare Festival

Bethel High School Class of 2011

P.S. I wasn' t sure if I was sending to the proper groups since I no longer live in Bethel. My apologies if I sent it to anyone
who isn' t involved. If so, please forward my message to whoever might want to see it.

Isabel Tipton- Krispin ( she/ her/ hers)

Executive Director

The Nashville Shakespeare Festival

fast, ' C

r

All the world' s a stage" and right now, my role is equal parts new mom and working professional! You may receive emails
from me outside NSF business hours. Please don' t feel obligated to respond outside your normal working hours- your
immediate response is not expected.

Forwarded message----------



To: " budget@bethel- ct. gov" < budget@bethel- ct. gov>
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Wed, 19 Mar 2025 12: 07: 52- 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70233] Fwd: School budget

Hello:

Our children thrive on the programs and opportunities outside the core curriculums such as music, band, guard, ROTC
etc. It is imperative these opportunities that serve as safety nets for most students graduating out of the Bethel schools be
taken seriously and not taken out.

These programs are what make Bethel schools one of the top- taking them away would rob the district of what makes
Bethel schools---- Bethel schools!

Regards,

Padma Dharmarajan

18 Forest way
Bethel CT 06801

Forwarded message----------

To: budget@bethel- ct. gov
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Wed, 19 Mar 2025 11: 53: 43- 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70231] Budget for education

Please found other way to save money without take out any from education!

Forwarded message----------

To: budget@bethel- ct. gov
Cc: boe@bethel. k12. ct. uV

Bcc:

Date: Wed, 19 Mar 2025 11: 43: 57- 0400

Subject.. [FirstSelectman: 70230] Bethel School Budget

Hello,

I am writing to let you know that I am strongly in support of our schools and the proposed budget that Dr.
Carver laid out at the beginning of this budget cycle. While understanding it's a high increase, it is
imperative for our school district and, ultimately, our community as a whole.

Bethel public schools are a reflection of the community. Good schools are one of the main reasons
families come to Bethel. My family is an example and I know many many more. If the quality of your
education starts going down, it WILL create a cascade effect in making Bethel a less desirable place to
be.

Our students can't afford missing out on great opportunities that can be considered almost necessities in
today' s world such as the Elementary Music Strings Program, Elementary Specials, Middle
School Athletics, Freshman Sports, High School NJROTC, Band, Guard, Music, Theater & Activities.

We can't afford significantly reduced tutoring, programs and mental health services nor professional
development for teachers.

The parent community demands that the proposed budget be accepted and funds allocated back into the
Education budget.



Thank you,
Magdalina Emrick

40 Wolfpits Rd, Bethel, CT 06801

Magdalina

Forwarded message----------

To: " budget@bethel- ct. gov" < budget@bethel- ct. gov>
Cc: " Board of Education, Bethel" < boe@bethel. k12. ct. us>

Bcc:

Date: Wed, 19 Mar 2025 10: 29: 41 - 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70227] Schools Budget

Hello,

I am writing to let you know that I am in support of our schools and the proposed budget that Dr. Carver laid out at the
beginning of this budget cycle. While understanding it's a high increase, it is imperative for our school district and,
ultimately, our community as a whole.

Our students can' t afford missing out on great opportunities that can be considered almost necessities in today's world
such as the Elementary Music Strings Program, Elementary Specials, Middle School Athletics, Freshman Sports, High
School NJROTC, Band, Guard, Music, Theater& Activities.

We can' t afford significantly reduced tutoring, programs and mental health services nor professional development for
teachers.

At least$ 500, 000 should be restored back into the Education budget.

Thank you,
Zizette Wahba

73 Sunset Hill Rd, BEthel, CT 06801

Forwarded message----------

To: " budget@bethel- ct. gov" < budget@bethel- ct. gov>
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Wed, 19 Mar 2025 14: 05: 15+ 0000 ( UTC)

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70225] Subject: Support for Bethel Public School

Dorie Valenti

16 Partridge Drive

Bethel Ct. 06801

March 18, 2025

To Whom it May Concern,

I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed budget cuts affecting Bethel Public
Schools and to voice my full support for increasing the school budget to better serve our students.
As a parent of a child in special education, I know firsthand how critical these funds are in ensuring
students receive the resources, support, and individualized instruction they need to succeed.
Special education programs cannot afford cuts— they require additional investment to provide the
necessary services that help students reach their full potential.

Beyond special education, my child has thrived in the school' s creative programs, including Tri- M,
theater, and music. These programs are more than just extracurricular activities; they are essential
to student development, providing a creative outlet, building confidence, and fostering a sense of
belonging. For many students, especially those in special education, these opportunities offer a



space where they can excel and express themselves in ways that traditional academics may not
allow.

Rather than making harmful cuts, I urge you to support an increase in funding for our schools.
Investing in our students, particularly in special education and the arts, is an investment in their
future success and well- being. Our schools should be growing and improving, not struggling to
make do with less.

I urge you to prioritize our children and their education by rejecting budget cuts and advocating for
increased funding. Thank you for your1ime and commitment to supporting our students and our
community.

Thank you for your time and consideration. I appreciate your commitment to supporting all students
in our community.

Sincerely,

Dorie Valenti

Forwarded message----------

To: " budget@bethel- ct. gov" < budget@bethel- ct. gov>
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Wed, 19 Mar 2025 10: 29: 32- 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70228] Fwd: Support for Bthel School   , K

Forwarded message---------

Date: Wed, Mar 19, 2025 at 1008 7
Subject: Support for Bthel School
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FirstSelectman: 70234] Library Budget. eml
20K
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21K
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19K
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@09M Mary Churchill <churchillm@bethel- ct.gov>

5
1 message

Mary Churchill < churchillm@bethel- ct. gov>       Thu, Mar 20, 2025 at 4: 11 PM

To: Mary Churchill < churchillm@bethel- ct.gov>

Mary Churchill
Office Administrator

Town of Bethel

203- 794- 8540

Forwarded message----------

From.  is FirstSelectman"< FirstSelectman@bethel- ct.gov>
To: " budget@bethel- ct. gov" < budget@bethel- ct. gov>
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Thu, 20 Mar 2025 11: 08: 47+ 0000 ( UTC)

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70258] Support of the Educational Budget

Good Morning-

My name is Erin Tegmier. I reside at 4 Brookview Court.

First I would like to thank you for your time.

I am writing in support of our educational budget. Keeping this budget intact is crucial in preparing these

students to meet everyday challenges in their future. Investing into education empowers these students to

grow in knowledge, skill and critical thinking strategies to be a productive member of our community and

society in general.

Adequate funding of schools is needed to ensure our students the proper support needed to thrive in the

areas of mental health, the expression of self through music and art, leading a healthy lifestyle through

movement, and cultural expression through library media.

If you are a current parent- we need our votes to count for the support of the educational budget. The

impact on programs will be huge.

If you had a child go through this system, this is the time to give the same opportunities to our future

generations to grow.
If you never had a child go through the school system. Realize why families and people in general move to

this town. The school system is one of the best in the state and the community as a whole is outstanding.

We need to support the educational budget and keep these programs, curriculum and extracurricular

opportunities fully intact.

We need to put the money back in and let the community decide through voting.

Thank You for listening.

Sincerely,
Erin Tegmier



Forwarded message----------

To: budget@bethel- ct.gov
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Wed, 19 Mar 2025 22: 26:45- 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70257] Town Budget Comment

Dear Members of the Board,

Thank you for your time tonight at the hearing. I attended with my husband and appreciated the discourse presented.

I want to add to the record my request to restore the originally proposed budget by Dr. Carver. I have two children in the
district. I moved to this town for the schools in 2020, which was a significant investment for my family. This was a decision
we made based on the affordability of the properties here and the value for that investment. My family hopes to be here
for years. We hope that our largest asset, our home, along with the homes of our neighbors, will continue to grow in value
for years to come. I am concerned that if we do not continue to invest in the things that make this town attractive to other
home buyers, the value of this town as a whole will drop. Economically, investing in the continued education of our youth
will bolster the value in our real estate and strengthen our community.

I encourage you to restore the original budget proposal and bring it to the town to vote.

Thank you for your attention and tireless work.

Sarah Feldstein

17 Kellogg St

Forwarded message----------

To: " budget@bethel- ct. gov" < budget@bethel- ct. gov>
Cc: " boe@bethel. k12. ct. us" < boe@bethel. k12. ct. us>

Bcc:

Date: Wed, 19 Mar 2025 22: 06: 03- 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70255] Proposed Budget Cuts

March 19, 2025

Dear Bethel Board of Finance,

I am writing as a concerned member of our community who wears several hats: I am a

parent, local realtor, coach, early childhood educator in a neighboring school district, and Bethel

resident of 42 years. As someone who is deeply invested in the well- being and future of our

students, I am gravely concerned about the proposed educational budget cuts to the full-day
preschool program, Art and Music programs, high school sports, and teacher positions within our

district. These cuts are not just financial decisions, they are decisions that will impact the

educational opportunities, personal growth, and long- term success of the children in our

community.

As an early elementary educator, I want to highlight the critical importance of full- day
preschool. Full- day preschool programs provide young children with an invaluable foundation in

their social, emotional, and cognitive development. These early years are crucial in setting the

stage for academic success and well- being later in life. Full- day preschool ensures that children

are better prepared for Kindergarten and the rest of their academic careers. By providing more

time for learning, full- day programs allow for more focused instruction in critical areas like reading,
math, and problem- solving. I know first hand that children who attend full- day preschool are better



equipped to handle the academic demands of elementary school and are more likely to thrive in

future academic settings. My daughter is reaping the benefits of the current Circle of Friends full-

day program. She is taught Heggerty and Fundations daily, which has helped her develop

exceptional phonological awareness skills, an essential foundation for reading and writing. When
the proposed budget cuts were announced, many families in our community, including myself,

started exploring full- day preschool options outside of our town. I would love for my 3 year old

daughter to connect with her community peers, get to know the Bethel School buildings, and

become familiar with the teachers next year. However, if a full-day preschool program is not
available, I will be forced to enroll her in the neighboring district where I work, which does offer a

full- day preschool program. It would be truly unfortunate if our community falls behind surrounding

towns in offering these crucial services. The benefits of a strong early education are immeasurable

and I firmly believe that every child in Bethel deserves the best possible start in life.

As both a teacher and coach, I can attest to the immense benefits of high school sports. For

me, playing high school sports at Bethel was a transformative experience that shaped the person I
am today. Through soccer, basketball, and track, I learned about discipline, teamwork, leadership,
and resilience— skills that have not only contributed to my success as a player and member of the

Bethel High School' s Hall of Fame, but have shaped my career as a teacher and coach. In fact, it

was through Bethel High School sports that I had the opportunity to play soccer in college, an

experience that helped me earn a scholarship and eased my financial burden, shaped my identity,
and set me on the path to becoming a teacher and coach just like the ones that had a profound

impact on me. High school sports programs provide students with the opportunity to be active,
build friendships, stay out of trouble, and take pride in their school community. They offer a sense
of belonging, foster valuable life skills, and inspire personal and academic growth. I know you have

seen how the community rallied around all of the success that the sports programs have had this

year. They have achieved that success thanks to the freshman and junior varsity programs that
they have come up through. Reducing or eliminating funding for high school sports would not only

hurt our athletes but also our entire student body, as the school spirit and sense of community

these programs generate are invaluable.

Additionally, I can not stress enough how essential Music and Art education are in

developing well- rounded individuals. These programs foster creativity, critical thinking, and
emotional expression, which are skills that serve students well in all areas of life. The Arts

encourage students to think critically, solve problems, and express themselves in unique and

meaningful ways. Students learn to explore different perspectives and approach challenges with

innovative solutions. Furthermore, studies have shown that students involved in the arts perform

better academically and socially. Many students who may not thrive in traditional subjects often find

success and purpose in the creative arts, which can help them develop a sense of accomplishment

and boost their self- esteem. Students who are involved in Music or Art programs frequently go on

to pursue higher education in these fields or enter creative professions. Cutting these programs
would deprive students of opportunities that could shape their futures and contribute to their

personal growth. Music and Art are not just "extras" in the curriculum, they are integral to producing
thoughtful and emotionally intelligent individuals. Each day, when my 5 year old daughter gets
home from school, the very first thing she says is something amazing about her " specials" ( Music,

Art, P. E., Library, and Computers). Fortunately, this year she has the opportunity in preschool to



attend Music and Art both once a week. If cuts are made to these programs, I worry that her

excitement and joy for school will dissipate.

Moreover, I am deeply concerned about the potential for teacher cuts within our district. The

impact of reducing the number of teachers goes beyond just class sizes. It affects the quality of

education that we are able to provide to our students. With fewer teachers, we risk overburdening

remaining staff, diminishing the individual attention students receive, and compromising the quality

of instruction. It would undermine the ability of our schools to meet the diverse needs of our

students, and ultimately, their ability to succeed. My children are a part of this school system, and

as a parent, I would much rather see them educated within the Bethel School District, where they

live and can connect with their peers than have to move them to the district where I work, simply

because that district allocates more funding per pupil and offers a lower teacher- to- student ratio

than Bethel currently does. The reduction of teacher positions would have a negative impact on our

students and the quality of education that they receive, which my tax money pays for. Teachers are

the backbone of any school system and we cannot afford to lose qualified, passionate educators
who are committed to our students' success.

As a local realtor, I also understand the broader implications of these proposed cuts. Strong

educational programs are one of the key factors that attract families to our community, as I am

constantly asked this question by clients. High- quality education, supported by dedicated teachers

and enriched with Music, Art, preschool, and robust sports programs, play a crucial role in our

town' s appeal. These offerings make our community an attractive place for families who are

seeking a well- rounded education for their children. Cuts to these programs could lead to a decline

in property values and make our community less appealing to families. By maintaining and

enhancing these educational opportunities, we can ensure that our town remains a desirable place

to live. This is precisely why I chose Bethel as the place to raise my family.

I strongly urge you to reconsider these proposed budget cuts. The decisions we make today

will shape the future of our students, our community, and the next generation of leaders, educators,

and athletes. Let us invest in our childrens' future now and ensure that these vital programs remain

in place to support their growth and development. Although the children in our community may not

have a voice in this matter, we, as responsible citizens, do. It is our duty to make the right
decisions for their future, we owe it to them...

Sincerely,

Kerri Kaylor Poklemba

7 Kellogg Street

Bethel, CT 06801

Forwarded message----------



To: " budget@bethel- ct. gov" < budget@bethel- ct. gov>
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Thu, 20 Mar 2025 02: 20: 51 + 0000

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70256] Education Budget

To Whom It May Concern:

I am in support of our schools and the proposed budget that Dr. Carver laid out at the beginning of this budget cycle. While

understanding it' s a high increase, it is imperative for our school district and, ultimately, our community as a whole.

At least$ 500, 000 should be restored back into the Education budget.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
Jennifer and Robert Goldkopf

4 Honey Hollow Drive
Bethel, CT 06801

Forwarded message----------
A m

To: budget@bethel- ct.gov, boe@bethel. kl2.ct. us
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Wed, 19 Mar 2025 19: 34: 33- 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70253] Support our Education Budget

To Whom It May Concern:

I am in support of our schools and the proposed budget that Dr. Carver laid out at the beginning of this budget cycle.
While understanding it' s a high increase, it is imperative for our school district and, ultimately, our community as a whole.

At least$ 500, 000 should be restored back into the Education budget.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Amy Crumb
OB Knollwood Drive,

Bethel, CT 06801

Amy Crumb

Forwarded message----------

To: budget@bethel- ct. gov
Cc: boe@bethel. kl2.ct. us

Bcc:

Date: Wed, 19 Mar 2025 20: 59: 32- 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70254] The Critical Importance of Full- Day Preschool for Circle of Friends

Dear Bethel Board of Finance,



I hope this message finds you well. I am writing to express my concern regarding the
proposed cuts to the full- day preschool program in the upcoming school budget. As an
advocate for early childhood education, I believe it is essential to highlight the
profound impact that full-day preschool has on both the development of children and
the future success of our community.

Research consistently, shows that early childhood education plays a pivotal role in
shaping a child' s cognitive, social, and emotional development. Full- day preschool
programs offer an enriched learning environment where young children have the
opportunity to engage in a variety of activities that foster creativity, critical thinking,
and foundational academic skills. Moreover, these programs help children develop
strong social skills by interacting with peers and learning how to work collaboratively,
an essential part of their personal growth.

In addition to the developmental benefits for children, full-day preschool programs are
particularly crucial for working parents. For many families, full- day care is not only a
valuable educational experience for their children but also a necessary support that
allows parents to balance work and family responsibilities. Without access to these
programs, families may face significant challenges, particularly for those with limited
resources or alternative childcare options.

Furthermore, studies have shown that children who attend high- quality early education
programs are more likely to perform better in school, graduate on time, and even have
higher earning potential as adults. Cutting this vital service could potentially widen the
achievement gap, disproportionately affecting children from low- income backgrounds,
who-rely on public education programs to level the playing field.

While we all face difficult budgetary decisions, the long- term benefits of maintaining
full- day preschool far outweigh the short- term savings. The investment in our youngest
learners is an investment in the future of our community— creating a foundation for
success, reducing societal inequities, and promoting economic growth.

I urge you to consider the far- reaching consequences of eliminating or reducing
funding for full- day preschool and advocate for its continued support in the school
budget. Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. I am hopeful that together
we can ensure every child has the opportunity to begin their educational journey on the
best possible footing.

Warm regards,



Jeanette Kurtz

152 Nashville Road

Bethel, CT 06801

Forwarded message----------

To: budget@bethel- ct. gov
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Wed, 19 Mar 2025 19: 32: 12- 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70252] School Budget Comments

To whom it may concern,

I find it highly distressing that key programs and activities are to be cut from school curriculum. With this will obviously
come the loss of essential teaching staff as well. As I understand, it' s the so- called non essential programs, but what truly
constitutes non essential? Art, theater and music programs, hardly non essential. After school sports, also not non
essential. Special needs and foreign languages, really, non essential?!
I understand this is about money- it always is- but wouldn' t it make sense to at least try to raise money in the community
for the continued support and function of these programs? Wouldn' t it make sense to ask for help from anyone and
everyone before deciding to just cut?

Fundraising is the key to keeping these programs up and running, because believe me, once they are gone, they won' t
return. And those kids who at one time had some focus and purpose after school now have what, more devices, more
distractions... often the very worst kind of distractions that lead down bad roads. All of this because we couldn' t come up
with a reasonable way to save excellent programs that are highly beneficial to students and parents alike. It' s a sad state
of affairs when we just simply give up. It' s really unacceptable.

Sincerely,

Joseph Re

Bethel resident and parent
8 Stone Dam Rd

Bethel

Joseph A. Re

You are never too old to set another goal or to dream a new dream."- C. S. Lewis

Forwarded message----------

To: budget@bethel- ct.gov
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Wed, 19 Mar 2025 19: 30: 56- 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70251] School budget comment

To Whom It May Concern,

My children attend Rockwell and Johnson, and I am concerned about the types of programs that are under consideration
for elimination. ROTC, music and art programs, musical theater, sports, special needs, and other important programs are
essential!

We must fight to keep these programs because we all know how hard it is to get programs back into the budget once they
are eliminated.

Bethel is a wonderful town but it does not provide a lot of activities for our young people. Those involved in school



activities are more engaged, motivated and less likely to look for negative types of entertainment. How do you think it will
affect our young people when these activities are removed from them? Their mental and emotional states will be

negatively impacted and in turn it will affect their motivation which will lead to poor academic performance. Without
creative outlets, and adequate support for those who need it, our children will be the ones to suffer.  Everyone should find

this unacceptable!

I know there are hard decisions that need to be made but why isn' t there more talk about alternative plans for keeping
these programs. I am more than positive there are people in town who would contribute, fundraise or pay a bit more in
taxes to keep these necessary programs. Instead of elimination, let' s be 21st Century problem solvers like we want our
children to become. Let' s find solutions on how to keep these essential programs and how to keep our children from
losing out on receiving a well- rounded holistic education.

Thank you,
Michelle Re

8 C Stone Dam Rd

Bethel, CT 06801

Forwarded message----------

To: budget@bethel- ct. gov, Bryan Watson < watsonb@bethel. k12. ct. us>, Christine Carver< carverc@bethel. k12. ct.us>,

hannaquina@bethel. k12. ct. us, " Toussaint, Douglas" < toussaintd@bethel. k12. ct. us>, " Baumer, Richard"

baumerr@bethel. k12. ct. us>

Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Wed, 19 Mar 2025 19: 19: 33- 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70250] Budget in regard to music, arts, theatre

Good evening to all of you!

I hope this email finds you well. My name is Wendy Burroughs and my son Matthew is currently at BMS in 7B. I also have
two daughters who have graduated the Bethel school system in 2024 and 2022. All three children are musicians and
artists who have benefited from the music and arts programs at Bethel Public School.

My family and I were in attendance for the most recent BMS variety talent show and I must say that the talent displayed in
this program was INCREDIBLE. Thank you so much to the music and the arts department for a very well rounded show
with amazing singers, dancers, actors, and performers. I was in awe of the talent and giving standing ovations to so many
children that were not even mine. What impressed me even beyond the talent was the camaraderie and connection that

these performers had with one another There was such a team spirit among them that was inspiring and heart warming
beyond words.

All three of my children have benefited from SCO, orchestra, rock band, digital keyboards and choir to art with several

different teachers including art shows every year with beautiful displays. It is my firm belief that the" show must go on!."
We must continue to support the arts throughout our school system. Not only for the mere talent and instruction but for
mental health' as a whole. This world is a very difficult place to be in right now and what can we all relate too? Music, a
favorite song. "What can be a conversation starter? A piece of art work. Our kids and our faculty need to be able to
express their gifts and talents and it brings so much joy to our community. Please, please, please don' t take that away
from our children. Not only can they perform so well but it gives our kids the confidence and the pride that they need to
feel good about themselves and it gives them something they can believe in.

Furthermore, the dedication of the faculty to the music and arts is not measurable. I have seen music teachers going to

every single school to every single music show for YEARS. I have seen art teachers staying for hours upon hours to
display our children' s masterpieces to display at the annual art shows. Please consider supporting these faculty members
and protecting their jobs.

It is my ultimate hope that we continue to support and fund the music and the arts/ theatre program in these schools. It is

every bit as important as reading, writing, and arithmetic. As a nurse and a musician myself of 43 years, music and art are
love languages that help reduce stress and anxiety. This has been proven. Please consider making a way for these
programs to remain in school and free to participants.

Thank you for reading this.

Sincerely,

Wendy Burroughs



Forwarded message----------

To: budget@bethel- ct. gov
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Wed, 19 Mar 2025 19: 10: 48- 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70249] School Budget

To

The board of Finance,

We are Bethel resident for past 5 and half years. My 3 kids go to schools in the district. We stumbled upon Bethel 5 and
half years ago when we moved to Us before Covid and the reason to stay here and raise our kids in this beautiful town is
the School district.

It was the district that made our transition easy. Even during the hard times of Covid, district was our savior.
Bethel has one of the best curriculum which is well built to nurture a child' s educational, mental and physical needs. Not
only the basic curriculum but all the enrichment programs are so well placed to help child grow and shine.
We are truly Blessed to be also benefiting from the special needs program, as one of our kids takes that services.
The best part about the district are the dedicated teachers and staff. The way they work so endlessly with the kids is
remarkable,.They see their success in the students success which is so appreciable.
I would like to please request you to bring everything in your consideration. Any cut in the budget can highly impact our
kids. We are one community and this is majorly because of the way the School district works.
Please don' t let anything that can be prevented affect this beautiful community,our district and our kids.

Hoping for a positive outcome of the budget meeting.

Thank you
Aisha and Asif Khan

32 Payne rd Bethel

Forwarded message----------

To: " budget@bethel- ct. gov" < budget@bethel- ct. gov>

Bcc:

Date: Wed, 19 Mar 2025 22: 29: 32 + 0000

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70248] Urgent Financial Attention to our schools

Cassondra Stevenson

8 Empire Ln

Bethel, CT 06801

March 18, 2025

Bethel Board of Finance

1 School Street

Bethel, CT 06801

Subject: Urgent Concern Regarding Budget Cuts to Bethel Schools



Dear Members of the Bethel Board of Finance,

I am writing to express my deep frustration and concern over the recent budget cuts to
our town' s schools— first a $ 700,000 reduction, followed by an additional $ 1. 25

million cut. These decisions are unacceptable, especially given the significant growth
and development in Bethel. Our schools are already managing an increasing student
population, and continued investment in education is critical to maintaining the high
standards and success that our students have achieved.

As someone who attended Bethel schools myself, I have firsthand experience with the

value of the education this town provides. It was a major factor in my decision to
purchase a home here— at the higher end of the tax bracket— because I believed in the

strength of this community and the quality of its schools. To now see these devastating
budget cuts being made is deeply disappointing, and I am genuinely concerned about
the long- term implications for our children.

Bethel Public Schools have consistently performed well compared to other districts in
Connecticut. Bethel High School is ranked # 39 among public high schools in the state,
reflecting its strong academic programs and student achievements. Additionally, 57%
of elementary students tested at or above the proficient level for reading, and 55%
tested at or above that level for math, proving that our educators are doing the right
thing. Moreover, the district has been recognized for its efficiency, ranking among the
top 5% nationally for its return on taxpayer investment. The numbers speak for
themselves— this is a district that is using its funding wisely and getting results.

To underfund our schools at a time when Bethel is experiencing such tremendous
growth is shortsighted. The influx of new families and students demands more
resources, not fewer. Slashing the budget now will only lead to larger class sizes, fewer
opportunities for students, and a decline in the overall quality of education— things I

refuse to accept for my own children. If these cuts remain, I would seriously consider
leaving this town for a place that prioritizes education.

I urge the Board of Finance to restore $ 750, 000 to the school budget. This is not just
about dollars and cents— it' s about the future of our children and the strength of our

community. Bethel has always been a town that invests in its students. Now is not the
time to change that.



I appreciate your time and consideration and look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

Cassondra Stevenson

8 Empire Ln

Bethel, CT 06801

Cassie Stevenson Owner

Forwarded message----------

From:   ia FirstSelectman" < FirstSelectman@bethel- ct. gov>
To: budget@bethel- ct.gov
Cc: boe@bethel. k12. ct. us

Bcc:

Date: Wed, 19 Mar 2025 18: 23: 43- 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70247] Support for proposed school budget
To Whom it May Concern,

I want to express my support of our schools and the proposed budget by Dr. Carver that was laid out at the beginning of
this budget cycle. While I understand that the increase is significant, it is essential to ensure that our children, teachers,

and staff members receive the resources they need. The proposed cuts to our school programs would be devastating for
our children. My children, who are currently in Bethel Middle School, look forward to their chorus and orchestra classes
which they have been a part of since 4th grade. Not only have they learned to read notes and play an instrument, but
they have also learned to collaborate with their peers and to persevere through challenges. I firmly believe that at least

500, 000 should be restored to the Education budget.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.

Best regards,

Jenilee Valencia

15 Hoyt Rd

Bethel, CT 06801

Sent from my Phone

Forwarded message----------

From: Mary Churchill < churchillm@bethel- ct. gov>
To: Dan Carter< carterd@bethel- ct.gov>
Cc:



Bcc:

Date: Thu, 20 Mar 2025 08: 41: 48- 0400

Subject: Fwd: [ FirstSelectman: 70246] Bethel Library at its best and please keep it that way

Forwarded message---------

Date: Wed, Mar 19, 2025 at 6: 19 PM

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70246] Bethel Library at its best and please keep it that way
To: < firstselectman@bethel- ct. gov>

Dear First Selectman, I would like to compliment library assistant Linda Kral today for the scanning expertise she
provided to me. Yes, we think we all have phones and laptops, but we don' t, and/ or at any given time something does not
work, but we need assistance for a deadline or other scanning and printing needs, of which life has many-- printing and

scanning for college applications, social security, medicare, taxes, loans, etc. When I arrived at the library this morning,
the parking lot was packed and people were waiting for a spot. As you consider cutting funding to the Library tonight, I
hope it is based on analysis of visitation patterns and trends, users, teen needs, and other critical factors. My two children
now live and work elsewhere but when they are back home as they were this fall to help me, they went to the library to
work remotely. And they practically lived at the library as they grew up here. Libraries are the centerpieces of small
towns, open doors of democracy with free access to resources we can all share. And places to congregate which are
priceless. I completely understand rising costs and the need to make decisions that have no best outcome, but I hope it is
based on planning, data, and new ways to meet resident needs and not a baseless chop of funding. As residents, our
communal resources are invaluable, especially those that give us access to the press, current events, voting, community
resources, learning to read, childhood literacy, new languages and English and that great book we are waiting to read.

Thank you for listening.

Linda Cook

62 Walnut Hill Road

Mary Churchill
Office Administrator

Town of Bethel

203- 794- 8540

Forwarded message---------

To: budget@bethel- ct. gov
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Wed, 19 Mar 2025 17: 59: 48- 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70245] Public Comment for School Budget

I am the parent of an elementary school student and a preschool student. My elementary schooler

is having his best school year yet due to the expertise and support of his classroom teacher,

special education teacher, and the paraeducators that support him. However, my preschooler does

not attend Bethel Public Schools due to previous budget cuts that eliminated the full day preschool
program. That was disappointing. These new cuts are devastating.

These budget cuts will negatively impact my son and all the other students in the district. The cuts
will cause larger class sizes, reductions to intervention services, and reductions in mental health

services for our students. And these are just the basics. On top of that, our students will be
deprived of specials programs and extracurricular activities.



When we moved to Bethel, we thought we were giving our kids the opportunity for a robust,
inclusive, engaging, and highly effective education, and now our schools are facing budget cuts

that will drastically diminish that opportunity.

Please do not take money away from educating the children of our community. I strongly urge you

to reconsider these cuts and protect our public schools.

Thank you,

Dara Ray

254 Greenwood Ave.

Bethel, CT

Forwarded messaa e----------

FirstSelectman" < FirstSelectman@bethel- ct.gov>
To: budget@bethel- ct.gov
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Wed, 19 Mar 2025 21: 50: 05+ 0000 ( UTC)

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70244] Re: Budget Remarks ( Please Read At Meeting Tonight)
Jennifer Bradbury
3 Pound Sweet Hill

Bethel, CT 06801

On Mar 19, 2025, at 5:47 PM, Jennifer Bradbury< bassjen@me. com> wrote:

Dear members of the Board of Finance and the community of Bethel,

My name is Jennifer Bradbury. My husband and I are the parents of 11 year old triplets, two of

whom are diagnosed autistic, currently in the 5th grade at Johnson Elementary School. I am

writing to you today in support of passing the budget and to support maintaining the current
staffing positions in our district's special education and music education departments.

In May 2020, my family moved to Connecticut, and the reason we selected Bethel and the

Bethel School district was for two reasons, its highly recommended special education

department and its music program. At the time the triplets were in Kindergarten and were

quickly welcomed into Berry Elementary School where they were supported by outstanding

special education educators who were kind, professional, and kept us informed about their

growth and progress during the pandemic.

Throughout their time at Johnson school, the special education program led by Dr. Sipala has

been our families primary support system. The triplets have benefited greatly from the school' s

Unified Sports program, which has taught them coping skills and social interaction, while also

giving them extra time to develop their skills to better match their peers on the playground. They

have also enjoyed the support of all the teachers in the building, who have helped them prepare

for multiple STEM fairs. The triplets constantly talk about how much they enjoy working with
their teachers.



The provision of support for students beyond the conventional classroom environment is

complemented by the triplets' weekly participation in daily specialized instruction. The

consistency and coherence in the curriculum delivery across the district, as implemented by the

specialized teachers, is exemplary. The students consistently report on the knowledge acquired

and its cumulative nature over previous academic years.

The special education educators and case managers demonstrate exceptional dedication and

attentiveness to the needs of all students. I express my sincere gratitude for the progress our

children have made and the unwavering support provided, exemplified by the staff member who

remained with one of our children during an emergency room visit until our arrival.

Due to the outstanding special education program offered here at Bethel, this year, a significant

achievement has been realized within the Special Education program. One of our students has

successfully completed the program' s academic requirements, resulting in their transition to

regular education classes at the Middle School. There are no words to describe how grateful we

are for the help and support of the Bethel Special Education Program.

None of these gigantic accomplishments would have been possible without the outstanding

educators and support professionals in the Bethel Special Education Department and I would

like to publicly say thank you to Dr. Salerno, Ms. Legnard and staff for all of the love they have

provided the kids over the last 5 years.

In addition to the outstanding special education program supporting our family, there is another

that we are writing to speak up for, the Bethel Music department, specifically its string orchestra

program.

We have all learned that being a part of a music program and learning how to play an

instrument improves many other areas of a student' s growth academically.  In addition to being

supported by the dedicated educators in the special education department, two of our triplets
are members of the Johnson School Orchestra.  Having the opportunity to learn both violin and

double bass has been a blessing for our students at home who routinely put on mini concerts

when guests and family members are in town. The program created by Mr. Robinson is

outstanding and they are looking forward to being a member of the Middle School orchestra

program next year.

Learning violin, viola, cello, and double bass at the elementary level provides students with
opportunities to cultivate both verbal and nonverbal communication skills, self- expression,

collaborative abilities, confidence in acquired skills, problem- solving acumen, and teamwork.

As both parents in the district and educators in Connecticut, we understand that you are in a

difficult position this year when it comes to providing an effective education program while

keeping costs down for Bethel tax payers.  Nobody wants to see their taxes go up unless there
is a need to do so.

We are here to advocate for our children' s right to a free and equal education, which includes

educating the whole student. This cannot be achieved with the severity of the proposed cuts to
the school budget.

We cannot endorse any reductions in funding for special education or music departments.
Indeed, it is our conviction that students merit enhanced resources. Each interaction with a



paraprofessional, educator, or staff member represents a valuable opportunity for both
educational advancement and meaningful engagement.

Thank you for considering the vital importance of maintaining the integrity of our special

education and music programs. We urge you to prioritize the well- being and educational needs

of our children by fully funding these crucial departments. Your support will ensure that every

student in Bethel receives the comprehensive and enriching education they deserve, and will

allow our community to continue to attract and support families like ours.

Forwarded message----------

tSelectman"< FirstSelectman@bethel- ct.gov>
To: budget@bethel- ct.gov, varialej@bethel. k12. ct. us
Cc: boe@bethel. k12. ct. us

Bcc:

Date: Wed, 19 Mar 2025 17: 03: 29- 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70242] Input to public hearing because cannot make it in person as planned
Board of Finance, Board of Education, Dr Carver,

Here is where I stand. I believe education is fundamental to success for the kids and the health of our town. We have

fantastic superintendents and teachers and are privileged to have high performing schools. I can not support going
backwards. You and the staff have worked too hard to get us to this point.

I will not vote to support a school budget that provides less services than we currently have.

will not support a budget that removes a school counselor when we have an epidemic of mental health issues with kids.

Current counselors are straining to support the kids so cutting counselors is not the right move.

I will not vote for a budget that removes physical education for students.

will not vote for a budget that removes art and music, as if these are less important than reading/ writing.

will not support a budget that cancels programs in this current school year and in this next budget because of fears of
Federal DEI funding threats. If we don' t stand up for the kids, who will?  What you are doing is obeying in advance
instead of fighting back against obvious unconstitutional threats. You will not win with this approach.

What will be next? Will girls science and stem programs be canceled? Will you whitewash history and remove the
contributions of women and people of color? Will you remove Igtb material, clubs, books? Will the Diary of Ann Frank be
banned?

Many schools are receiving FOI requests for curriculum and books.

Has Bethel?

What has been the result?

We deserve transparency in what is happening so we can have your back and fight the removal of things they claim are
DEI. Diversity is here and not going anywhere.  Equality is the foundation of our democracy. And Inclusion is
fundamental to a successful society. Noone should be left behind.

Some superintendents have written public letters to their staff and the community committing to follow the state laws with
respect to DEI and asserting their commitment to continue all programs.

Will you Dr Carver commit to writing a similar letter?

Here is an example of a letter written by another superintendent:

Dear( name of district) School Community:



On January 29, 2025, the White House issued an Executive Order entitled " Ending Radical Indoctrination of K- 12
Schools." The Order calls into question equity work in schools, and it undermines our ability to support all individuals,
including LGBTQ+ youth and educators in our school community.
To our students, staff, parents, and caregivers who are feeling frightened right now, know that we stand with you. In ( OUR
DISTRICT), diversity, equity, inclusion, and accessibility efforts have been the cornerstone of our educational plan. Here in
our district, children are taught to think for themselves.

It is important for students, families and staff to know that nothing has changed with respect to the laws in OUR STATE.
STATE LAW states that" no person shall be excluded from or discriminated against in admission to a public school of any
town, or in obtaining the advantages, privileges and courses of study of such public school on account of race, color, sex,
gender identity, religion, national origin or sexual orientation."

We are offering the following guidance in hopes that it will provide an added layer of safety and security for all members of
our school community.
Staff members, please feel free to share this message with students, staff, parents/ caregivers who reach out with
concerns. If you need additional support or assistance in any way, please contact your building administrator, district
leadership, or the superintendent' s office.

Nothing has changed in our schools and educators should continue their inclusive practices.
Children whose identities are affirmed feel safer in schools. The safety and security of our children remains a top priority.
All staff members should continue with their current practices in their classrooms with respect to gender identity.
Our diversity, equity, and inclusion and PK- 12 work in ( name of) Schools will carry on, and we will continue to prioritize
DEI professional learning experiences.

In NAME OF Public Schools, we are committed to our diversity, equity, and inclusion efforts. We are dedicated to working
toward mutual understanding of all cultures, backgrounds, identities, ideas, beliefs, learning styles, and abilities that are
different from our own. We recognize that everyone brings unique skills, perspectives, and experiences. Together, we will
continue to create a safe and supportive learning environment where everyone is honored and respected."

Let us band together, perhaps with other CT school districts, and fight back against the real problem: the insurance
companies and the CT state government not fully funding mandates.

The only budget I will support is one that, at a minimum, maintains the same level of services the students and staff
currently have.

Cyndie McGuire

34 Redwood Drive

Forwarded message----------

To: budget@bethel- ct.gov
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Wed, 19 Mar 2025 16: 51: 08- 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70241] Concerned Citizen/ Parent regarding School Budget

Good evening,

A prior engagement has kept me from this evening' s meeting. My husband and I moved from out of state nearly 15 years
ago and settled in Bethel. We love this town and have enjoyed our time here.

We are the proud parents of two children, a sixth and a first grader. The latter is also in the special needs program. While
he was in the Circle of Friends he had difficulty sustaining safe behaviors and it was advised that he be outplaced
entering kindergarten. This is not an easy choice to make as parents. At that time we did not yet know he was on the
autism spectrum. Outplacement did not work out as none of the schools had availability for him. Accommodations were
made for him here in the district and through the various behavioral plans, special services, general accommodations, and
all the support he receives privately, he has made tremendous academic and behavioral improvements. Along with the
special education teachers, the para- educators and the BCBAs have been integral to his success and development. Their
ability to work with him, encourage him, and find ways that allow him to gain new skills amazes me. Even with all the



services he receives, it' s still substantially less expensive than it would have been if the proposed outplacement had been
successful.

I shared all of that to say, if para- educators are reduced and removed from classrooms, students like my son will have
more difficulty sustaining appropriate behaviors throughout the day and it will be more difficult for him to learn. A student

like mine could likely end up in outplacement costing the school district more money and not less. The trickle- down effect
doesn' t end with Special Education. Student outcomes will likely decrease across the board. As para-educators are
reduced general education teachers will be pulled and challenged to keep the entire classroom on task instead of allowing
the para- educator( s) to work through situations appropriately.

I realize this budget conversation has been very much centered on costs. What about revenues? As a community are we
doing all we can do to ensure that personal property is appropriately registered? I have spent a lot of time in the parent-
pick-up line behind cars with out-of-state tags. That says nothing for all the residents that moved from another town and
haven' t completed the required process, for all their vehicles.

Our district has been doing a phenomenal job of doing more with less, kudos to Dr. Carver and the entire administrative
staff. There is a point of diminishing returns and I' m afraid that the proposed cuts are at that point. Some costs are
difficult to calculate. The costs to our community could be astronomical. Our students, school staff, and our wonderful

community deserve better than that.

I implore you to find a way!

Sincerely,

Valerie Ayer

42 Turkey Plain Road
Bethel, CT

18 attachments

FirstSelectman: 70258] Support of the Educational Budget. eml
r

27K

FirstSelectman: 70257] Town Budget Comment. eml

19K

a Bethel Budget Letter. pdf
65K

FirstSelectman: 70255] Proposed Budget Cuts. eml

Li 129K

E  [
FirstSelectman: 70256] Education Budget. eml

35K

FirstSelectman: 70253] Support our Education Budget.eml

19K

FirstSelectman: 70254] The Critical Importance of Full- Day Preschool for Circle of Friends.eml
35K

r l [
FirstSelectman: 70252] School Budget Comments. eml

28 K

l [
FirstSelectman: 70251] School budget comment. eml

20K

FirstSelectman: 70250] Budget in regard to music, arts, theatre. eml

24K

FirstSelectman: 70249] School Budget. eml
L

21K

FirstSelectman: 70248] Urgent Financial Attention to our schools. eml

63K



E) [ FirstSelectman: 70247] Support for proposed school budget. eml
24K

FirstSelectman: 70246] Bethel Library at its best and please keep it that way.eml
6K

FirstSelectman: 70245] Public Comment for School Budget. eml

23K

E) [ FirstSelectman: 70243] Budget Remarks ( Please Read At Meeting Tonight).eml
37K

FirstSelectman: 70242] Input to public hearing because cannot make it in person as planned. eml
35K

FirstSelectman: 70241] Concerned Citizen/ Parent regarding School Budget. eml
24K



BMW Mary Churchill <churchillm@bethel- ct.gov>

6
1 message

Mary Churchill < churchillm@bethel- ct. gov>       Thu, Mar 20, 2025 at 4: 11 PM

To: Mary Churchill < church ill m@bethel- ct. gov>

Mary Churchill
Office Administrator

Town of Bethel

203- 794- 8540

Forwarded message----------

To: " churchillm@bethel- ct. gov" < churchillm@bethel- ct.gov>, " budget@bethel- ct. gov" < budget@bethel- ct.gov>
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Thu, 20 Mar 2025 17: 52: 20+ 0000 ( UTC)

Subject: Please Restore the School Budget to Dr. Carver' s Original Request

Dear Members of the Board of Finance,

I am writing to urge you to restore the school budget to the amount originally requested by Dr. Carver.
Our schools are the foundation of our community, and the proposed cuts threaten the quality of
education that our students deserve.

I believe it is crucial that you hear from as many voices as possible. Investing in our schools is an
investment in our children' s future, our town' s reputation, and the overall strength of our community.
Underfunding our schools now will only lead to greater challenges and costs down the road.

I understand the need for fiscal responsibility, but quality education should not be compromised. Please
prioritize our students and ensure that our schools have the resources they need to provide the
education our children deserve.

Thank you for your time and consideration. I sincerely hope you will support restoring the budget during
tonight's meeting.

Sincerely,
Noel Gill

Forwarded message----------

To: " budget@bethel- ct. gov" < budget@bethel- ct. gov>
Cc:

Bcc:

Date: Thu, 20 Mar 2025 14: 13: 01 - 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70268] Correspondence Regarding the Recommended Education Budget for FY 25-26
Good afternoon,



My name is Kara Rondano. I am 18 years old and a senior at Bethel High School. As a young voter and lifelong Bethel
resident, I am very concerned about the budget reductions facing our schools. I, alongside my fellow music students,
have been very vocal in support of the preservation of the district' s music department at February' s Board of Education
budget hearings. With the additional proposed reductions, our beloved teachers and programs are at risk.

Although I was unable to attend last night' s public hearing due to illness, I watched the entire meeting on the live stream.
The overwhelming support for the school budget was incredible to see. I implore you to listen to the voices of the people
and restore the education budget to what Dr. Carver initially proposed. These are not just numbers being discussed, these
are people-- Real people' s lives, careers, and emotional wellbeing are at stake.

Although I will be graduating this spring and spending my next four years in Rhode Island, I care deeply about preserving
the well- rounded, quality education of our students that our town is so highly recognized for. I am urging you to support a
budget that supports our students and educators. The future of our education and our town is in your hands. Please make
the right decision.

Thank you for your consideration,
Kara Rondano, 12 Grandview Terrace

Forwarded message----------

To: budget@bethel- ct. gov
Cc: boe@bethel. k12. ct. us

Bcc:

Date: Thu, 20 Mar 2025 10: 07: 33- 0400

Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70261] Circle of Friends

Dear Bethel Board of Finance,

My wife and I moved back to her hometown here in Bethel about a year ago and were fortunate enough to be able to
enroll our daughter in Circle of Friends this year. Seeing the progress she' s made has been amazing, as I for one am not
an educator myself. I' m thankful the town' s been able to provide this service at a manageable cost as we' re far from
wealthy people. We were looking forward to her and eventually our son being able to take advantage of that program and
the following years full day program. The full day was going to be beneficial both in a developmental sense for them as
well as helping primarily my wife who works from home and look after the children.

With that being said it' s unfortunate the budget is increasing, but programs like the full day Circle of Friends are going
away. I understand there are many factors to consider with the budget especially with unionized work, but before
eliminating parts of programs you currently provide, consider the perception the public gets. We are going to charge the
tax payer more, while at the same time offering less. Surely if your mechanic or plumber started doing this you' d no longer
use them. Or in keeping with the public sector, imagine the uproar if your Police Department increased its budget but no
longer responded to minor accidents or civil complaints.

I' ve heard part of the problem is a large increase in health insurance. I suspect people well above my pay grade checked
options for other providers, as I' m sure if a substantial enough savings was found, programs like Circle of Friends could
be saved.

Respectfully submitted,

Ron Kurtz

152 Nashville Rd
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Lisa Davenport

4 Budd Dr

Bethel, Ct 06801

Board of Education

Bethel Public Schools

1 School St

Bethel, Ct 06861

Bethel Board of Finance

1 School St

Bethel, Ct 06801



Town of Bethel

1 School St

Bethel, Ct 06801

Dear Members of the Board of Education, Board of Finance and Elected Town Officials,

I am writing to voice my serious concerns regarding the potential proposed budget cuts

including perhaps the reduction of school nurses serving our district. With 3, 282 students across
our schools, the need for adequate nursing staff has never been more crucial. As our student
population has increased, so has the complexity of the medical issues our students face, which
requires skilled nursing care.

Since the start of this academic school year, there were 15, 798 visits to the district health
offices. This number does NOT include the 5, 284 medication/ treatment administrations or the

3, 253 state mandated screenings. These numbers also do not include St. Mary School which
we also provide nursing services to. The number of visits, along with the increased health needs
of our students, illustrates that the current nurse- to- student ratio is already stretched thin.

Reducing the number of nurses in this environment will exacerbate the challenges faced by our
school health staff and put our students at risk.

The volume of students and their complex medical issues cannot safely be managed if nursing

positions are reduced. Should this reduction take place and multiple nurses are absent due to
illness, family leave or attendance at professional conferences, the potential exists for no

nursing coverage at a school. This would be a dangerous scenario, as each school has
students who require the care of a registered nurse; these students cannot be legally medically

serviced by anyone else.

Furthermore, the absence of a full nursing staff would expose the district to liability concerns. If
a medical emergency were to occur and proper care were unavailable due to understaffing, the
consequences could be severe for both the student and the district.

I urge the Board of Education, Board of Finance and the Elected Town: Officials of Bethel to;

reconsider these budget cuts to our schools including the potential reduction of school nurses.

Maintaining the current number of nurses is essential to ensuring the health and safety of our,
students. Reducing this vital service could have serious repercussions for our students' well-
being.

Thank you for your time and consideration. I trust you will prioritize the health, safety, and future
success of our students as you move forward with these important budget decisions._

Sincerely,
Lisa Davenport



Subject: Please Restore the School Budget to Dr. Carver' s Original Ream

1: 52 PM( 3 hoi

to churchillm@bethel- ct.gov, budget@bethel- ct.gov

Dear Members of the Board of Finance,

I am writing to urge you to restore the school budget to the amount originally requested by Dr. Ca

Our schools are the foundation of our community, and the proposed cuts threaten the quality of
education that our students deserve.

I believe it is crucial that you hear from as many voices as possible. Investing in our schools is an
investment in our children' s future, our town's reputation, and the overall strength of our commun

Underfunding our schools now will only lead to greater challenges and costs down the road.

understand the need for fiscal responsibility, but quality education should not be compromised.

Please prioritize our students and ensure that our schools have the resources they need to provic
education our children deserve.     

f

Thank you for your time and consideration. I sincerely hope you will support restoring the budget

during tonight's meeting.

Sincerely,
Noel Gill



Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70268] Correspondence Regarding -the
Recommended Education Budget for FY 25- 26

7
2: 13 PM ( 3 hoi

to budget@bethel- ct.gov

Good afternoon,

My name is Kara Rondano. I am 18 years old and a senior at Bethel High School. As a young voter and lifelong Bi

resident, I am very concerned about the budget reductions facing our schools. I, alongside my fellow music stude,

have been very vocal in support of the preservation of the district' s music department at February' s Board of Educ

budget hearings. With the additional proposed reductions, our beloved teachers and programs are at risk.

Although I was unable to attend last night' s public hearing due to illness,. I watched the entire meeting on the lives

The overwhelming support for the school budget was incredible to see. I implore you to listen to the voices of the K

and restore the education budget to what Dr. Carver initially proposed. These are not just numbers being discusse

these are people-- Real people' s lives, careers, and emotional wellbeing are at stake.

Although I will be graduating this spring and spending my next four years in Rhode Island, I care deeply about pre

the well- rounded, quality education of our students that our town is so highly recognized for. I am: urging you to sul

budget that supports our students and educators. The future of our education and our town is in your hands: Plea:

make the right decision.

Thank you for your consideration,
Kara Rondano, 12 Grandview Terrace

Kara Rondano



Subject: [ FirstSelectman: 70261] Circle.of Friends
l

10: 07AM( 7 hoi

to budget, boe

Dear Bethel Board of Finance,

My wife and I moved back to her hometown here in Bethel about a year ago and were fortunate enough to be able

enroll our daughter in Circle of Friends this year. Seeing the progress she's made has.been amazing, as I for.one
an educator myself. I' m thankful the town' s been able to provide this service at a manageable cost as we're far fro

wealthy people. We were looking forward to her and eventually our son being able to take advantage of that progr
the following years full day program. The full day was going to be beneficial both in a developmental sense for the

well as helping primarily my wife who works from home and look after the children.

With that being said it' s unfortunate the budget is increasing, but programs like the full day Circle of Friends are gc
away. I understand there are many factors to consider with the budget especially with unionized work, but before

eliminating parts of programs you currently provide, consider the perception the public gets. We are going to chart
tax payer more, while at the same time offering less. Surely if your mechanic or plumber started doing this you' d n

longer use them. Or in keeping with the public sector, imagine the uproar if your Police Department increased its Iy
but no longer responded to minor accidents or civil complaints.

I' ve heard part of the problem is a large increase in health insurance. I suspect people well above my pay grade cl

options for other providers, as I' m sure if a substantial enough savings was found, programs like Circle of Friends
be saved.

Respectfully submitted,

Ron Kurtz

152 Nashville Rd
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March 20, 20215

Luis and Rachel Vazquez

3 Fawn Rd C
Bethel, Ct 06801

To whom this may concern-

My name is. Rachel Vazquez. My family and I reside at 3 Fawn Rd. First and foremost,

thank you for the time you will take to read my letter and understand I acknowledge what difficult

decisions will be made shortly. My family and I recently moved to Bethel last year as of January

1, 2024. In my family there is my husband Luis Vazquez and my daughter Lorena Vazquez and  .

we are expecting another baby in July. My growing family took a risk in November 2023 as we

signed the papers of the house. Luis was born and raised in a small town in Puerto Rico and I,

in New York City, Queens. As a young family we came to Bethel to start our lives. We are not

only new parents but new homeowners starting our new chapter of adulthood. Bethel is very

different from what we knew and what we called home where we were comfortable. We were

attracted to Bethel due to the small town feeling and loving the Hallmark looking downtown of

Greenwood Avenue, the trees and open spaces. We researched the schools in Bethel and were

excited that one day our Lorena would be able to sing in chorus, or perform at a show in the

schools. I felt safe and loved the uniqueness of the Bethel schools in its own little campus, and

how lucky we were to live just 3 minutes away from the schools and library. As new
i

homeowners and parents, it goes without saying we feel broke ( hehe) in the sense of learning

how to navigate our finances to be able to make mortgage payments, and pay for new bills like

oil and water. That being said, one of the first ways I was able to feel connected to Bethel was

going to the library because it was free! I learned of the programs that were offered and was

filled with excitement and joy to know that story time is available for my toddler and it was

offered 6 days a week, especially on Saturday where I can take her. Luis and I work in New York

so we wouldn' t be able to take her on weekdays. I was even more excited to see that the library.



offers books in Spanish, which is our main language at home. I got a library card and

immediately felt I belonged somewhere and that was a member of something in Bethel. To hear

of financial cuts to the library saddens me to the core, because it was one of the first places that

made me feel like a " Bethelite". We recently looked into Circle of Friends for Lorena for

September for Pre- K 3. Again, feeling so lucky and excited it's another step of us belonging to

the Bethel Community. Budget cuts to the school do not affect my daughter and new baby now,

but it definitely will in the next few years. I fear financial cuts to the school puts her academic

learning, creativity of expression, lack of exposure to culture, medical safety at risk, due to

teachers, music/arts and nurses jobs at risk. My husband and I are worried maybe we made the

wrong choice of moving to Bethel. All the magic of Bethel the community is at risk, if financial

cuts are made in the areas that foster community, expression of self, safe places of leisure.

Again, thank you for your time reading this letter and I hope I was able to portray my family and

heart in this letter.

All the best,

The Vazquez Family



HIM Mary Churchill< churchillm@bethel- ct.gov>

Education Budget

Julie Gill Thu, Mar 20, 2025 at 7: 20 PM

To: churchillm@bethel- ct. gov, budget@bethel- ct.gov

Please do not cutfinancing to Bethel Public Education.

A well financed public program of education should be a priority.

It is an investment in our future.

If you can' t see that and are looking for revenue dollars, know that most Fairfield County City/Towns invest more per
student than Bethel' s original proposed budget.

Bethel should look at how they are spending tax dollars as a whole before cutting education. Is there fat or
mismanagement In other areas( example finding public works, parks and rec)

Bethel should look at what they need to finance a kind of town they want to be. If tax increases are necessary, possible.
Are you being smart and coming up with original ideas to make things work? What opportunities are there to do things
differently before cutting education?

Please support financing of public education.

Sincerely,
Julie Gill


