
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
Bethel Municipal Center, 1 School Street

Bethel, Connecticut 06801 Telephone: ( 203) 794-8501

SEAL

cal

REGULAR MEETING r
1

r
Thursday, March 13, 2025

3: 30 p.m.       
ro

r

Meeting held in Meeting Room A and via Google Meet
c)    1T1

Present: First Selectman Daniel Carter, Selectman Straiton, Commissioner Deno Gualtieri and o

Commissioner Valenti. Also in attendance, Town Counsel Melanie O' Brien, Comptroller Brad Heerin,

Utilities Supervisor Kelly Curtis, and Public Utilities Director Thomas Villa

Absent: Selectman Bryan Terzian

Call to Order:  First Selectman Carter called the Regular Meeting to order at 3: 30 p.m. and led the
Commission in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Public Input: Art Horn Representing 32 Henry Street Regarding water and sewer connection

Correspondence: None

Minutes:

Meeting Minutes from Regular Meeting of December 12, 2024:
First Selectman Carter made a motion,  which was seconded by Commissioner Valenti,  to approve the
minutes ofDecember 12, 2024, as submitted.  Vote, All in Favor, Motion Approved.  R. Straiton abstained.

Meeting Minutes from Reizular Meeting of February 13, 2025:
First Selectman Carter made a motion; Which was seconded by Selectman Straiton, to approve the minutes of
February 13, 2025, as submitted.  Vote, All in Favor, Motion Approved.  D. Gualtieri abstained.

Financials:

1.  Financial Report:   Comptroller Heering reviewed the Financial Report, dated February 28, 2025,
with the Commission.    He reported he is waiting on Tax Collector' s reports for additional
information for the report. He reported on a few areas that will be over budget, water maintenance,

overtime and electric. The City of Danbury is behind on billing for sewer.

2.  Invoices:
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79. 16%    
Water Dept.

1 Kovacs Construction 03/ 01/ 25 22 318, 586. 59 as of Bergstrom Well WTP      #
0240235- 5405

3/ 1/ 25

2 Kovacs Construction 02/ 24/ 25 F- 2993 103, 500. 00 NA
Paul Street Pump Sewer Dept.

Replacement 0340235- 5405
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3 Wright- Pierce 03/ 11/ 25 242547 3, 611. 81
99. 69%    as of Water System Water Dept.

2/ 28/ 25 SCADA Upgrade 0240235- 5405

Wright- Pierce
86. 02%       

Bergstrom Field Test Well Water Dept.
4

1024
03/ 10/ 25 242311 29, 069. 15 as of

Construction Administration   # 0240235- 5405
2/ 28/ 25

80. 52% 
Professional Services Sewer Dept.

5 Weston& Sampson 02/ 28/ 25 3250184 15, 814. 77 as of
SSES Sub Area 13 0340235- 5405

2/ 21/ 25
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First Selectman Carter made a motion, which was seconded by Selectman Straiton, to approve the invoices,     
dated March 13, 2025, in the amount of$470,582.32, as submitted.  Vote, All in Favor, Motion Approved.

New Business:

1.  Request to extend Sanitary Sewer to 9 Putnam Park Road:

Neil Marcus, Cohen& Wolf, spoke on behalf of 9 Putnam Park Road and reviewed the proposed
project with the Commission. Tim Draper, 48 Aunt Patties Lane West, applicant for 9 Putnam
Park Road stated the septic permit went to the State of Connecticut about ten days ago. Town
Counsel Melanie O' Brien reviewed the process she performed to gather the data for her opinion,
which she reviewed with the Commission. The map adopted by the Public Utilities Commission
as the official map, is the " Updated Sewer Service Area Bethel, Connecticut" dated May, 2006
and prepared by Tighe & Bond Consulting Engineers. Discussion ensued.

Director' s Report:  Director Villa reported the following to the Commission:

The State wanted all the applicants who were involved with projects being proposed for the State
revolving drinking water fund to resubmit eligibility applications. The Town has 4 projects that
are potentially active.

The Town received DPH notice of violations on sampling due to not being done on time. There
are no health related issues with it. Resampled and need to notify customers. Will put a notice in
the Consumer Confidence Report which goes in the May bills as a direct link.  State sends a
monitoring report and there will be a spreadsheet to follow through. No monetary repercussions
with the violation.

First Selectman Carter questioned the extension for Bergstrom. Director Villa provided an update on this
due to the project date moving slightly and extension was needed for the loan. July 15 is the anticipated
completion date.

Old Business:

1.  Consideration of Request to Extend Water& Sewer Mains to 53 Taylor Avenue:

Director Villa reported the applicant is in front of Planning & Zoning. Applicant still needs to
submit final plans, and pay fees.

2.  MIU Replacements:  K. Curtis reported 140 left to do.  50 done downtown and 8 in Stony Hill
were replaced. Discussion ensued.

3.  PUC Capital Project Status Summary:

Bergstrom:  Reported above and at 79% pay level and making progress with installations.
SCADA:  Bid advertisement was done on February 25th, March 18th will be the pre- bid meeting
and bid opening on April 8th
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4.  PFAS Class Action Update:  Received a call from the accounting firm.  Should receive payment
in the next few weeks.  Second lawsuit with Tyco & BASF and submitted to them, as well.

Utility Supervisor' s Report:  Kelly Curtis reported the following:
Sewer back up in front of the Putnam House restaurant.
A campfire was discovered at Chestnut Ridge Reservoir on the dam.   Notified the Police

Department and Fire Marshal to increase routine visits.

Generators for Water& Sewer had level II service completed.

Paul Street— new pump installed.
OSHA— couple ofpaper items to correct.

Adjourn: As there was no further business on the agenda, Commissioner Valenti made a motion, which was
seconded by Selectman . Straiton,  to adjourn the meeting at 5: 07 p.m.  Vote,  All in Favor,  Motion

Unanimously Approved.

Respectfully submitted,

Ey Galbis

Recording Secretary
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