
TOWN of BETHEL

INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION
9EAL

Clifford J. Hurgin Municipal Center
1 School Street

Bethel, CT 06801

203)794- 8578

Inland Wetlands Commission
Regular Meeting Minutes — January 27, 2025

7: 00 p. m.
Clifford J. Hurgin Municipal Center Meeting Room T" and Hosted by

Google Meet"

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT:       D. Monroe, Chair, N. Jordan, Vice- Chair, K.

Seaman, Secretary, and P. Perrefort

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: D. McCollum, Inland Wetlands Agent,

and A. Martinez, Recording Secretary

COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT: L. Ferguson and J. Oldham

MEETING TO ORDER:    D. Monroe called the meeting to order at 7: 03 p. m.
and the Commissioners and Staff introduced

themselves. D. Monroe read the Electronic Device

Meeting Policy
ti

D. Monroe sat P. Perrefort for L. Ferguson for all remaining votes during the Meeting.
s}J

OLD BUSINESS:

IWV- 2024- 01   # 107 Plumtrees Road— excavation of soil material from a r=' c7    

watercourse Notice of Violation issued 04/ 16/ 2024
r

F

j=

Agent McCollum stated he will have an update for the Commission at the next Regular Meeting

rC>
on February 24, 2025.

NEW BUSINESS:

IWC- 2025- 01    # 47 Starr Lane— Construction of an on- site subsurface sewage

disposal system, stormwater management system, driveway, and
regrading activities associated with a new single-family dwelling
Application Submitted 01/ 16/2025, Application Received 01/ 27/2025)

D. DiVesta, P. E. of DiVesta Civil Engineering, LLC appeared for the Applicant.

D. DiVesta presented a subdivision map of 47 Starr Lane and discussed the development of
Starr Lane over the years.
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D. DiVesta presented a subdivision map of 47 Starr Lane and discussed the
development of Starr Lane over the years.

D. DiVesta stated there was a previous approval for this lot in 2000, and in 2001 the
lot was flagged for Wetlands.

D. Divesta discussed the proposed plan for the lot to construct a single family house.

D. Monroe opened the floor to discussion by the Commissioners. Discussion ensued.

Agent McCollum discussed with the Commission if this Application needs or does not
need a Public Hearing.

Upon polling the Commission for a consensus and determining one was reached, D.
Monroe stated the Commission will accept the Application and a Public Hearing is not
needed.

D. Divesta suggested to the Commission to have a Soil Scientist investigate the
property after the site walk, if needed, to see if any changes in the soil since the last
time it was flagged in 2001, and an updated soils report with function and values.

Motion by N. Jordan, seconded by P. Perrefort to accept this Application and continue
discussion at the next Regular Meeting on February 24, 2025. Motion passed
unanimously.

Motion by K. Seaman, seconded by P. Perrefort to hold a site walk for 47 Starr Lane on
February 22, 2025 at 9: 00 am. Motion passed unanimously.

41 Dodgingtown Road - discuss potential Regulated Activity along / within East

Swamp Brook

Property owner, B. Pierce came before the Commission to discuss the Regulated
Activity along / within East Swamp Brook.

B. Pierce reviewed a portion of a retaining wall that he built approximately 15 years
ago, that experienced damage from a rain event on August 18/ 19, 2024. He stated his

interest to repair the wall by adding a foundation and to stop it from eroding.

D. Monroe opened the floor to discussion by the Commissioners. Discussion ensued.

Agent McCollum presented photos of the brook and the damaged retaining wall for the
Commission to view

Commission suggested to B. Pierce to have someone from the State take a look at the

damaged retaining wall to see what needs to be fined and how it should be fixed.

Agent McCollum presented and discussed a preliminary subdivision map that shows
the watercourse, and the retaining wall.
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Agent McCollum stated he will look into the property and discuss his findings at the
next meeting. He suggested to the Commission to hold a Special Meeting regarding the
retaining wall, and to hold a site walk to view the retaining wall.

Agent McCollum discussed enforcement actions that could be made by the
Commission if the property owner does seek a permit to fix the retaining wall.

Motion by P. Perrefort, seconded by K. Seaman to hold a Special Meeting on February
10, 2025 to continue discussion on 41 Dodgingtown Road- discuss potential
Regulated Activity along / within East Swamp Brook. Motion passed unamiously.

K. Seaman stated going forward he will be recusing himself from discussion of this
Application.

BUSINESS ITEMS:

SPECIAL MINUTES: Motion by N. Jordan, seconded by K. Seaman to approve Special
Meeting Minutes of 12/ 09/ 2024. Motion passed ( 3- 0- 1). D. Monroe, N. Jordan, and K.
Seaman - approve. P. Perrefort- abstain.

INVOICES:. Motion by P. Perrefort, seconded by K. Seaman, to approve invoice
payment of$ 152. 80 to the Danbury NewsTimes legal notice postings. Motion passed
unanimously.

INVOICES: Northwest Conservation District- Municipal Funding Request for $ 2, 600

Agent McCollum distributed to the Commission 2025- 2026 budget request for the
amount of$ 2, 600. Commission asked Agent McCollum to reach out to Northwest
Conservation District to clarify on the budget request before paying the invoice. The
Commission paid the Northwest Conservation District $ 2, 600 in July of 2024.

Motion by K. Seaman, seconded by N. Jordan to table discussion on the Northwest
Conservation District budget invoice till the next Regular Meeting on February 24,
2025. Motion passed unanimously.

Agent McCollum discussed with the Commission the full member vacancy position on
the Commission Board. Stated the Board of Selectman has to fill the position within

60 days of the vacancy party. Since the 60 days has passed the Commission can
appoint someone. Agent McCollum asked the Commission to reach out to RTC to fill
the seat. Discussion ensued.

STAFF REPORT:

7 Rockwell Road - Bjorken, Mark v. Inland Wetlands Commission

of the Town of Bethel, DBD - CV24 - 6050584 - S ( Judicial District of Danbury)

Agent McCollum stated Attorney C. Andres has received a call from the Danbury
Supreme Court for a status conference on February 10, 2025. Agent McCollum stated
the Commission can hold an Executive Session during a future Regular Meeting to
discuss the outcome a the status conference to be held on February 10, 2025.
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IAA- 2024- 09 21 Codfish Hill Road: Installation of a generator and 2- 120-
gallon propane tank (Application Approved 01/ 16/2025)

Agent McCollum stated he issued this property a generator and gallon propane tank,
and all of the documents are available on Google Drive for the Commission to view.

COMMISSION COMMENTS:

Commission requested Inland Wetlands Regulations be tabled to the next meeting on
February 24, 2025.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: None

ADJOURNMENT:

Motion by P. Perrefort, seconded by N. Jordan to adjourn at 9: 23 p. m. Motion passed
unanimously

s ected submitted,

Aa a Martinez

Recording Secretary
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