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Minutes of Regular Meeting'
Bethel Police Commission

Bethel Police Department, 12 Judd Ave.

Wednesday, January 15, 2025 6: 00 pm

Attending:  Tony Rubino, Amy Mannion, Kevin Cleary, Richard Kolwicz, Patrick Morton, Chief
Pugner, Capt. Burnes, First Selectman Dan Carter, Bobby and Courtney Lee, Karyn Hoffman,
Jared Robinson

Chairman Rubino called the meeting at 6:00 pm

1. Public Comment:

There was no public comment.

Comm. Morton made a motion to move " Elections" from under New Business to after Public

Comment. Seconded by Comm. Cleary. Vote. All in favor, motion approved.

Comm. Cleary made a motion to nominate Anthony Rubino for Chairman of the Police
Commission. Seconded by Comm. Kolwicz. Vote. All in favor, motion approved.
Comm. Rubino made a motion to nominate Kevin Cleary for Co- Chairman of the Police
Commission. Seconded by Comm. Kolwicz. Vote. All in favor, motion approved.

2. Review of past minutes:

The motion to approve the minutes from the December 18, 2024 Regular Meeting was made

by Comm. Kolwicz. Seconded by Comm. Mannion. Vote. All in favor, motion approved.

3. Budget Report:

Comptroller and Overtime Reports:

There were several questions and a brief discussion on the Comptroller reports. Chief Pugner
said that Dispatch is finally up full staff so overtime is dropping. Comm. Cleary made a motion



to accept the Comptroller and Overtime reports. Seconded by Comm. Morton, Vote. All in
favor, motion approved.

4: Old Business:

Budget Update: Chief Pugner had no new update for the commission as the budget meeting

was moved until next week.

5. New Business:

Monthly Reports, UCR: There were a few questions on some arrests and a brief discussion
ensued.  Comm. Rubino made a motion to accept the reports. Seconded by Comm. Morton.
Vote. All in favor, motion approved.

New Policy: Chief Pugner noted there were a few updates to the General Order Ch. 1, Sec. 4
Mutual Aid and he explained how the Fairfield County Blue Plan worked. Comm. Mannion
made a motion to accept the updated General Order Ch. 1, Sec. 4 Mutual Aid. Seconded by

Comm. Cleary. Vote. All in favor, motion approved.
State Study of Intersections: Chief Pugner said the department received a grant from the state
that will update signage at several intersections. The work will be completed by December of

2025.

Special Officer. A request to be a Special Officer was received. Comm. Rubino made a motion

to discuss this during Executive Session. Seconded by Comm. Kolwicz. Vote. All in favor,
motion approved.

Officer Lee Request: Off. Lee spoke to the commission regarding his deadline to move closer to
the department per his conditional hiring agreement and the Union contract. Sgt. Robinson
spoke in support of Off. Lee, noting that we are stili currently in a difficult housing market.
Comm, Rubino said the commission will discuss the issue in Executive Session.

6. Correspondence:

There was no correspondence this month.

7. Chief' s Report:

Sickness & Injury; Personnel Hiring Update/ Recruitment:

Chief Pugner said that Off. Eaton is doing well at the academy. He also mentioned that the
department will be getting new speed signs, etc. from a grant.

Comm. Cleary brought up that traffic going eastbound cannot see the crosswalk at Greenwood
Ave. and Blackman Ave. and something should be there to alert drivers.



B. Executive Session

Comm. Kolwicz made a motion at 6: 30 pm to go in Executive Session to discuss hiring a new

Special Officer and Off. Lee' s request, inviting Dan Carter, Capt. Burnes, Secretary Kavallines,

and Chief Pugner. Seconded by Comm. Mannion. Vote. All in favor, motion approved.

At 7: 13 pm, Comm. Rubino made a motion to come out of Executive Session. Seconded by
Comm. Mannion.

Comm. Rubino made a motion to write a letter with the chief explaining that the department

is not currently looking to hire a Special Officer. Seconded by Comm. Cleary. Vote. All in favor,
motion approved.

Comm. Rubino made a motion to not make an exception to the Residency section in the

current contract, but will extend the housing deadline for Off. Lee to Sept. 1, 2025. Seconded
by Comm. Kolwicz. Vote. All in favor, motion approved.

9. Commissioner' s Comments

Comm. Cleary noted his comment from earlier regarding Greenwood and Blackman Ave.
Comm. Mannion had a few questions on the UCR reports and mentioned the addition of the

Executive Session.

Comm. Kolwicz asked about the impounded cat being adopted from Animal Control.
Comm. Morton asked about the reports of several dogs running loose in the Midway Drive

area. Chief Pugner said he will ask Off. Shanley about them.
Comm. Rubino noted that " Executive Session" was not originally on the agenda but the need

for it came up to discuss a few topics.

The motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Comm. Kolwicz at 7: 24 pm. Seconded by
Comm. Rubino. Vote, all in favor, motion approved.

Respectfully submitted,

rj

Linda Kavallines, Recording Secretary


