Economic Development Commission

Town of Bethel, Connecticut

Bethel Municipal Center * 1 School Street * Bethel, Connecticut 06801

(203)794-8540 Facsimile (203) 778-7520

MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING o
it

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7, 2024 “{51:%
e

4:00 PM -

—ian

Meeting Room “B”

PRESENT- Chairman Mike Boyle, Jay Streaman, Kevin McMahon, Steve DeMoura and John
Lennon Also present was Janice Chrzescijanek, Economic Development Director.

ABSENT~ John Francis, Nick Vitti

CALL TO ORDER~ Chairman Boyle called the meeting to order at 4:02 p.m. with the pledge
of allegiance.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES- Steve DeMoura made a motion to approve the minutes of the

meeting dated 6/19/2024. Kevin McMahon seconded the motion. Vote, all in favor, motion
accepted. John Lennon abstained.

19 TROWBRIDGE DISCUSSION/APPROVAL~

There is an accepted offer of $330,000.00 pending the cycles of approvals. The interested
party has a business and is looking to invest and develop the property. He is intending on
utilizing as much of the property as he can to build 6-8 condo styled businesses. A few of the
members expressed concern over the aesthetics and architectural style of the buildings. The
approval of plans lay solely on Planning and Zoning.

Chairman Mike Boyle made a motion that the Economic Development Commission on behalf
of the Town of Bethel approve the sale of 19 Trowbridge Drive, Lot 1, Bethel, Connecticut
06801 to Doron Efrat with a mailing address of 60 Newtown Road Box 32, Danbury, CT.
06810 for the amount of $330,000.00 pending additional necessary approvals. The motion
was seconded by John Lennon. A vote was taken, all in favor, motion approved.

ECONOMIC DIRECTORS REPORT~

Economic Development Director Janice Chrzescijanek presented the Directors Report (see
attached).
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SUB-COMMITTEE UPDATE~

Meet and Greets-

Nick Vitti, Kevin McMahon and Janice met on June 27t to discuss the Meet and Greets, an
event will be held February 12, 2025 from 4pm — 6pm at Greenwood Features. Topic being
Global, National and Regional Outlook. It will be sponsored by Newtown Savings Bank. The
speaker will be the Federal Reserve Bank of New York. We are waiting to hear back.

Marketing Plan- X

Members: John Francis and Jay Streaman

A kickoff meeting was held on July 234, the next step is to distribute the survey.
Parking and Mobility-

Members Steve DeMoura, John Lennon and Jay Streaman.

We are awaiting the Final Draft of the Plan then the sub-committee will review.

INVOICES:

SIGNARAMA- Estimate # E2270 for a replacement ballast for the sign at the entrance to
Clarke Park in the amount of $533.00.

Steve DeMoura made a motion to approve the purchase of the ballast, the motion was
seconded by Jay Streaman. A vote was taken, the motion was unanimously approved.

ADJOURN- A motion to adjourn was made by Steve DeMoura, the motion was seconded by
Jay Streaman. Vote was taken, all in favor, motion approved.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:15 PM

Respectfully submitted,

(s OVk

isaBergh,
Recording Secretary




ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT MONTHLY REPORT
JULY & AUGUST2024

2024 INITIATIVES

1. Business Retention and Expansion

¢ July 23" - DECD Commissioner, Advance CT and local officials met with Duracell to tour and
discuss the future of the property.

2. Workforce Development

¢ Northwest Regional Workforce Investment Board - (1) Met with representatives on July 10 to
discuss ways in which we can partner. Will schedule a follow-up meeting with the Bethel schools
and NRWIB. (2) Aug 15" — Manufacturing and workforce development meeting (see attached).

3. Marketing Plan
e July 23“ - Kickoff Meeting
* Review Draft Survey (see attached)
* Review list of Stake Holders (see attached)

4. Attract and Develop Small-Scale Manufacturing, Business Incubators, Makerspaces, Coworking Facilities
5. Parking and Mobility

6. Transportation

¢ Canopy Reimbursement — Town providing final paperwork to accept the state’s payment.
7. Commercial Real Estate Land and Redevelopment Opportunities

*Bold comments are new updates

EDC SUBCOMMITTEES

R T e

1. Business Meet and Greets
¢  Committee Members: Nick Vitti and Kevin McMahon
® June 27" — Met to discuss.

* Finalizing event — Feb. 12" from 4-6pm at Greenwood Features. Topic: Global, National and Regional
Economic OQutlook. Event will be sponsored by Newtown Savings Bank. Requested speaker through the
Speaker Bureau — Federal Reserve Bank of New York. Waiting to hear back.

2. Marketing Plan
¢ Committee Members: John Francis and Jay Streaman
e July 23 - Kickoff Meeting
® Next Step: Distribute Sutvey to Stakeholders.

Rothale Nfina af Bannamis Navalanmant | Mol D~ B




3. Parking and Mobility
* Committee Members: Steve DeMoura, John Lennon, and Jay Streaman
‘e Awaiting Final Draft of the Plan and then the subcommittee will review.

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT AND SUPPORT

Business Visitation Program — 797 visits

Business Assistance (relocation, financial, expansion, location, permit) — 1,199

New Businesses

Name

. e - Location. oo Industry o
Foundation Health and Performance 6 Berkshire Boulevard S Chiropractic
Peralta Barbershop 273 Greenwood Ave. #202 Barbershop
Smill Cleaning 58 Walnut Hill Rd. Cleaning Service

Educational Wotkshops
¢ September 25" from 12-1pm — “Personal Property Declaration Presentation” (see attached)

* October 23" from 2-1:30pm — “Accessing Capital” webinar with SCORE, SBDC, WBDC, and SBA (see
attached)

The Arts
¢ June 21* - Make Music Day. Over 40 performances throughout the day.

Chamber of Commerce
* July 20" — Summer Shop & Stroll

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

w

Inventory

Date  Available Commercial - - Occupancy ' Sq.Footage ~ Available = Acres
' ; Properties =~ Rate* . Available -~ Sites . Available

July 9 98.8% 143,182 0 0
June 8 98.13% 37,967 1 3.02 — Expansion
May 8 98.13% 37,219 1 3.02 — Expansion
April 8 98.13% 38,569 1 3.02 — Expansion
March 2024 8 98.13% 39,919 1 3.02 — Expansion
February 2024 6 99.2% 34,487 1 3.02 — Expansion
January 2024 9 98.8% 36,410 1 3.02 — Expansion
December 2023 7 99.1% 35,760 1 3.02 - Expansion
October 2023 6 99.2% 68,575 1 3.02 - Expansion
July 2023 9 98.8% 55,675 2 5.57 — Expansion

*Occnpancy Rate: Available Commiercial Properties| 750 commercial properties
* Sosnrce LoopNet

Current Commercial Development/Redevelopment

" Building : Squate Feet ; Estimated Completion -
8 Trowbridge Dr.- Coronet Machinery 7,500 tbd
15 Trowbridge Dr. — Advance Testing Systems 15,000 tbd

Bethel’s Office of Economic Development | Monthlv Renort



20 Trowbridge Dr. — Legacy Overland 20,000 tbd
185 Grassy Plain - Rizzo 100,000 tbd
36 Stony Hill Road — The Farms at Stony Hill 20,900 - Medical Q42024
48 Stony Hill Road — The Grand at Stony Hill 9,606 — Retail Q4 2024
70 Stony Hill Road 6,728 - Office COMPLETE

Commesrcial Sales Transactions

~ Building .~ SaleDate. ~  SalePrice - Price /SE_  SF
5 School St. 1/8/24 $120,000 $105.26 1,140
45 Turkey Plain Rd. 1/23/24 $950,000 $950.00 1,000
8 Francis J. Clarke Circle 2/12/24 $1,500,000 $79.26 . 18,926
268 Greenwood Avenue 5/17/2024 $1,100,000 $114.58 9,600
12 Stony Hill Road 6/11/2024 $430,000
14 Stony Hill Road 6/11/2024 $570,000 $192.31 2,964

YTD - $4,670,000
2023 YID - $17,849,000

CLARKE PARK EXPANSION
e i,
¢ Park Maintenance
O Review estimate to fix the entrance sign lighting (see attached)
O Researching vendors to paint main sign.

* Review offer on 19 Trowbridge (see attached)

Property Status
VPiV.;‘ope't'ty ‘7 - "O'ffeftAccepAtedA . Contract P&z r"'»Applic’atio‘n“

s Sl el .. Application Review - Approved
19 Trowbridge Drive tbd ' |
20 Trowbridge Drive Yes In Process
21 Trowbridge Drive Yes Complete
23 Trowbridge Drive Yes Complete
EcoNoMIC DATA

“

Bethel Labor Statistics

G .~~~ LaborForce ' ' Employed |  Unemployed  Unemployment Rate
June 2024 11,165 10,906 259 2.3%
May 2024 11,151 10,762 389 3.5%
April 2024 10,891 10,589 302 2.8%
March 2024 11,064 10,671 393 3.6%
February 2024 10,959 10,445 514 4.7%
January 2024 10,991 10,525 466 4.2%
December 2024 10,585 10,483 376 3.5%
November 2023 10,935 10,589 346 3.2%
October 2023 10,896 10,562 334 3.1%
September 2023 10,957 10659 295 2.7%
August 2023 10,985 10,631 354 3.2%
July 2023 11,238 10,808 430 3.8%
June 2023 11,173 10,775 398 3.6%

Source: CT Department of Labor *Danbury LM UR ~ 2.4%
Connecticut UR — 2.8%
Net Grand List
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Net Grand List

2,740,126,540  2,759,601,930

2,039,778,550.00 2,069,704,000.00

2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2018-19 2020-21 2022 2023

| Seriesl 1,864,792,390.00  1,891,220,000.00 1,917,648,980.00 2,038,778,550.00  2,069,704,000.00 2,740,126,540 2,759,601,930

2023

# of Accounts  Gross Assessment  Exemptions Total Net Assessment
Real Estate 7,677 2,354,931,190 5,286,410 2,349,644,780
Commercial 216,817,550
Industrial 82,418,210
Personal Property 1,435 230,698,100 44 555,950 186,142,150
Motor Vehicle 18,568 225,442 660 1,627,660 223,815,000
Final Total 27,680 2,811,071,950 51,470,020 2,759,601,930
2022

# of Accounts  Gross Assessment  Exemptions Total Net Assessment
Real Estate 7,660 2,341,692,170 3,932,950 2,337,759,220
Commercial 216,471,260
Industrial 82,045,110
Personal Property 1,360 213,542,730 44,046,350 169,496,380
Motor Vehicle 18,310 234,899,610 2,028,670 232,870,940
Final Total 27,330 2,790,134,510 50,007,970 2,740,126,540
*Reassessment year

Bethel’s Office of Economic Development | Monthly Report _



Meet Monique Iken, ' ' ut

L ; ; T's
President of PMC- , Cr anufacturing
STS! ~ '

“Officer!

See how PMC - STS, Inc.
products come to life!

Join leaders in workforce development to talk
about opportunities for manufacturers:

& Upskilling for current employees

« Paid on-the-job training, at no cost to you

‘s Regional Manufacturing Sector Partnerships

‘§ Hiring events with pre-screened attendees

RSVP to helen.brickfield@nrwib.org

NorthwestCT,
Manufacturing

NORTHWEST REGIONAL
WORKFORCE INVESTMENT BOARD

FIRST JOB | NEXTjOB | BEST|OB

T [ B

CONNECTICUT

Manufacturing

“This project is being supported, in whole or in part, by federal award number ED22HDQR36876186 awarded to the State of Connecticut Office of Workforce Strategy by the U.S.
Department of the Commerce Economic Development Administration.” “The Good Jobs Logo is a trademark of the Economic Development Administration, used with permission.”

an B8 company e e e




| Personal Property
Declaration Presentation

Do you have questions

on how to file your
businesses Personal
Property Declaration?

Elizabeth Hirt, CCMA 1l

Town of Bethel Assessor e

Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024
12-1 pm

Bethel Municipal Center,

Room A
1 School Street, Bethel CT

Sponsored by: Bethel Tax Services LLC
www.betheltax.com

Register for in-person or online:
https://forms.ale/Pi9PnorRKfi3ZI ZT6a




Samantha |

Cross

Business Advisor

Women's Business Develepment
‘Council

David
Rich

..Executive Coach and Head of ..
Marketing

Nelson
Merchan

Connecticut Small Business
Development Center

/—“.?
AMERICA'S

John
Xu

o @ _CGBP, Lender Relations Specialist . .

District International Trade .
Officer

‘ Connecficut District Office
U.S. Small Business Administration.

 — |
S BA U.S. Small Business

Administration
—_J)

REGISTER

" HTTPS://FORMS . GLE/VQY9Q5SKBHIRSKCVJ7Y
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Signarama 325 Toeo ESTIMATE

{203) 792-4091
Signarama-Danbury.com
Payment Terms: Cash Customer
Created Date: 8/6/2024
[DESCRIPTION: ballast B
Bill To: Bethel, Town of Pickup At: Signarama Danbury
1 School Street 35 Eagle Road
Bethel, CT 06801 Danbury, CT 06810
us us
Requested By: Kathy Galbis Salesperson: Valerie White

Email: galbisk@bethel-ct.gov
Work Phone: 203-794-8549
Tax ID: awaiting number

NO. Product Summary QTY UNIT PRICE AMOUNT
1 misc 1 $533.00 $533.00
1.1 Miscellaneous -
Part Qty: 1
Text:

Ballast by Allison
EESB-0250-161-120-277V

Subtotal: $533.00
Orders cannot be cancelled or refunded after proof approval is received. Taxes: $0.00
Estimate pricing is valid for 15 days and includes up to 2 proofs. If additional Grond Total: $533.00

proofs are required, a $15 fee will be applied for the 3rd proof. A $25 fee will be
applied for each additional proof thereafter.
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