Minutes of the Bethel Board of Education Regular Meeting held on Thursday, May 16, 2024, in
Board of Education Conference Room E, 1 School Street, Bethel, CT 06801 and via Live Stream.

Attendance: None.

Administrative Attendance: C. Carver, K. Brooks, J.Variale, C. Sipala, G. Lawlor, B. Watson, M.
Rutledge, D. Burns

S. Clayton, Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

Board Members Attendance: %
Anthony Cassio: Present = o =
Mr. Scott Clayton: Present —E =<

. TITRE ™~
Mrs. Kara DiBartolo: Present ifj‘jm —
Mr. Bill Foster: Present E,_)F >
Mrs. Courtney Martin: Present TED o
Mr. Daniel Nostin: Present Via Phone -
Ms. Pat Rist: Present Via Phoe =
Mrs. Jen Larsen: Absent

1. Call to Order

A.Roll Call for Quorum

B.Pledge of Allegiance

2. Board Recognition/A Salute to Excellence
A.CABE Student Leadership Awards 2024

B.The Board congratulated the following students on receiving the CABE Student Leadership
Award for 2024: Bethel High School, Sophia Ochs and Vincent Greto; Bethel Middle
School, Lizzy Cullinan and Trisha Sharma.

C.Gifts, Grants, & Bequests

GRANTS

e Steve Leinwand Teaching Grant from ATOMIC (Associated Teachers of Mathematics in
Connecticut), $500

¢ Donors Choose Project - 1, Rockwell Library Lessons, Earth & Animals, $227.98

¢ Donors Choose Project - 2, Rockwell Library Lessons, Board Games for
Collaboration, $494.45

¢ Donors Choose Project - 3, Rockwell Library Lessons, Ocean & Zoo Animals, $221.94

¢ Donors Choose Project - 4, Rockwell Library Lessons, Lunar New Year, $232.33



3. Appointment of new Supervisor of Facility & Security Operations

Move the Board of Education accept the Superintendent's recommendation to appoint Tyler
Stevens to the position of Supervisor of Facility & Security Operations commencing on July 1,
2024. Passed with a motion by Mr. Scott Clayton and a second by Mrs. Courtney Martin.
Anthony Cassio: Yea

Mr. Scott Clayton: Yea
Mrs. Kara DiBartolo: Yea
Mr. Bill Foster: Yea
Mrs. Courtney Martin:  Yea
Mr. Daniel Nostin: Yea
Ms. Pat Rist: Yea

4. Consent Calendar
1. Approval of Minutes

B. April 25, 2024

Move to approve the minutes of April 25, 2024. Passed with a motion by Mr. Scott Clayton and
a second by Mrs. Kara DiBartolo.

Mrs. Courtney Martin:  Abstain

Anthony Cassio: Yea

Mr. Scott Clayton: Yea

Mrs. Kara DiBartolo: Yea

Mr. Bill Foster: Yea

Mr. Daniel Nostin: Yea

Ms. Pat Rist: Yea

5. Correspondence
None.

6. Public Comment
None.

7. Administrative/Board Member Update
A. Board Chairperson Update
Mr. Clayton informed the Board he will be sharing out a rubric and data for the superintendent

evaluation process. He spoke about the News-Times article on salaries and noted that
information in the budget presentation shows where the district is in the DRG and how we



compare to regional districts. Mr. Clayton and the Board scheduled the Board retreat for August
1, 2024, at 5 PM. Mr. Clayton also spoke about Excess Cost and ECS and what the impact could be
to the budget and requested Board members reach out to the delegation.

B. Administrative Update

Dr. Carver provided the Board with Kindergarten registration numbers for 2024-2025. She
provided the Board with the BMS and BHS Student Success Plans and timeline. She reviewed the
literacy and math data. The administration is impressed with the growth. SBAC (Literacy and
Mathematics) & NGSS (Science) State Testing has begun. Dr. Carver reviewed the Bus Protocols
for Motor Vehicle Violations or Passing of the Bus. She spoke to the Board about the
Superintendent Network's annual retreat at Harvard University that she attended last week
where innovation and education were the theme. Dr. Carver discussed a security stipend with
the Board. Dr. Carver spoke to the Board about Excess Cost and Educational Cost Sharing and
asked the Board to reach out to the delegation.

1. 2023-2024 BOE District Data Sheet
Dr. Carver provided the Board with the 2023-2024 BOE District Data Sheet.
8. Reports to the Board
A.Curriculum, Assessment, & Professional Practices

1. Food Safety Course & Curriculum

Motion to approve the Food Safety Course and Curriculum. Passed with a motion by Mr. Scott
Clayton and a second by Mrs. Kara DiBartolo.

Anthony Cassio: Yea

Mr. Scott Clayton: Yea

Mrs. Kara DiBartolo: Yea

Mr. Bill Foster: Yea

Mrs. Courtney Martin:  Yea

Mr. Daniel Nostin: Yea

Ms. Pat Rist: Yea

2. Personal Finance Curriculum

Motion to approve the Personal Finance Curriculum. Passed with a motion by Mr. Scott Clayton
and a second by Mrs. Courtney Martin.

Anthony Cassio: Yea

Mr. Scott Clayton: Yea

Mrs. Kara DiBartolo: Yea




Mr. Bill Foster: Yea
Mrs. Courtney Martin:  Yea
Mr. Daniel Nostin: Yea
Ms. Pat Rist: Yea

. Childhood Development Il Curriculum

Motion to approve the Child Development Il Curriculum. Passed with 3 motion by Mr. Scott’
Clayton and a second by Mrs. Kara DiBartolo.

Anthony Cassio: Yea
Mr. Scott Clayton: Yea
Mrs. Kara DiBartolo: Yea
Mr. Bill Foster: Yea
Mrs. Courtney Martin:  Yea
Mr. Daniel Nostin: Yea
Ms. Pat Rist: Yea

.Fashion | Course & Curriculum

Motion to approve the new Fashion | Course and Curriculum. Passed with a motion by Mr. Scott
Clayton and a second by Mrs. Courtney Martin.

Anthony Cassio: Yea
Mr. Scott Clayton: Yea
Mrs. Kara DiBartolo: Yea
Mr. Bill Foster: Yea
Mrs. Courtney Martin:  Yea
Mr. Daniel Nostin: Yea
Ms. Pat Rist: Yea

.Resource Management & Business Operations
.Finance

. Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act Annual Certification

Move to approve all the recommended motions as written: 1) Pursuant to C.G.S. Section 10-
215f, the Bethel Board of Education certifies that all food items offered for sale to students in
the schools under its jurisdiction, and not exempted from the Connecticut Nutrition Standards
published by the Connecticut State Department of Education, will comply with the Connecticut
Nutrition Standards during the period of July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025. This certification
shall include all food offered for sale to students separately from reimbursable meals at all
times and from all sources, including but not limited to school stores, vending machines, school
cafeterias, culinary programs, and any fundraising activities on school premises sponsored by




the school or non-school organizations and groups. 2) The Bethel Board of Education will allow
the sale to students of food items that do not meet the Connecticut Nutrition Standards
provided that the following conditions are met: 1) the sale is in connection with an event
occurring after the end of the regular school day or on the weekend; 2) the sale is at the location
of the event; and 3) the food items are not sold from a vending machine or school store. An
"event" is an occurrence that involves more than just a regularly scheduled practice, meeting,
or extracurricular activity. For example, soccer games, school plays, and interscholastic debates
are events but soccer- practices, play rehearsals, and debate team meetings are not. The
"regular school day" is the period from midnight before to 30 minutes after the end of the
official school day. "Location" means where the event is being held and must be the same place
as the food sales. 3) The Bethel Board of Education will allow the sale to students of beverages
not listed in Section 10-221q of the Connecticut General Statutes provided that the following
conditions are met: 1) the sale is in connection with an event occurring after the end of the
regular school day or on the weekend; 2) the sale is at the location of the event; and 3) the
beverages are not sold from a vending machine or school store. An "event" is an occurrence
that involves more than just a regularly scheduled practice, meeting, or extracurricular activity.
The "school day" is the period from midnight before to 30 minutes after the end of the official
school day. "Location" means where the event is being held and must be the same place as the

beverage sales. Passed with a motion by Mr. Bill Foster and a second by Mrs. Courtney Martin.
Anthony Cassio: Yea

Mr. Scott Clayton: Yea
Mrs. Kara DiBartolo: Yea
Mr. Bill Foster: Yea
Mrs. Courtney Martin:  Yea
Mr. Daniel Nostin: Yea
Ms. Pat Rist: Yea

.Food Services Management Contract Renewal

Motion to authorize Jennifer Variale, Director of Finance & Business Operations, to finalize all
paperwork with the CSDE and sign a CSDE approved extension of contract with FSMC Sodexo
for the year 2024-2025. Passed with a motion by Mr. Bill Foster and a second by Mrs. Courtney
Martin.

Anthony Cassio: Yea
Mr. Scott Clayton: Yea
Mrs. Kara DiBartolo: Yea
Mr. Bill Foster: Yea
Mrs. Courtney Martin:  Yea
Mr. Daniel Nostin: Yea
Ms. Pat Rist: Yea

. 2024-2025 Meal Prices




Move to accept the student lunch, breakfast, and adult prices as recommended. Passed with a
motion by Mr. Bill Foster and a second by Ms. Pat Rist.

e Motion to set the student school lunch prices for the 2024-2025 school year as follows:
Elementary $3.25 and High School/Middle School $3.60. The BOE sets the school breakfast
prices at all schools at $2.50 for the 2024-2025 school year.

¢ Motion to set the reduced priced breakfast to $0.00 rather than $0.30 for the 2024-2025
school year to continue to promote participation in the breakfast program,

¢ Motion to set the Adult lunch price at $5.00 and the Adult breakfast price at $3.50 for the
2024-2025 school year in order to comply with CSDE pricing guidelines.

Anthony Cassio: Yea
Mr. Scott Clayton: Yea
Mrs. Kara DiBartolo: Yea
Mr. Bill Foster: Yea
Mrs. Courtney Martin:  Yea
Mr. Daniel Nostin: Yea
Ms. Pat Rist: Yea

.2024-2025 Tuition Rates

The Bethel Board of Education sets the tuition rates for non-resident students attending Bethel
Public Schools for the 2024/2025 school year as stated in the memo. Passed with a motion by
Mr. Bill Foster and a second by Mr. Scott Clayton.

Anthony Cassio: Yea
Mr. Scott Clayton: Yea
Mrs. Kara DiBartolo: Yea
Mr. Bill Foster: Yea
Mrs. Courtney Martin:  Yea
Mr. Daniel Nostin: Yea
Ms. Pat Rist: Yea

. Quarterly Spending Report
Jen Variale reviewed the quarterly spending report with the Board.

. Budget Transfers

Move to approve the budget transfers as outlined. Passed with a motion by Mr. Bill Foster and
a second by Mr. Scott Clayton.
Anthony Cassio: Yea
Mr. Scott Clayton: Yea
Mrs. Kara DiBartolo: Yea




Mr. Bill Foster: Yea
Mrs. Courtney Martin:  Yea
Mr. Daniel Nostin: Yea
Ms. Pat Rist: Yea

g. End of Fiscal Year 2023 -2024

Move to direct the administration to first make accounting adjustments as needed to properly
close the books and records and that remaining funds be directed towards the above goals and
issues. Passed with a motion by Mr. Bill Foster and a second by Mrs. Courtney Martin.
Anthony Cassio: Yea

Mr. Scott Clayton: Yea
Mrs. Kara DiBartolo: Yea
Mr. Bill Foster: Yea
Mrs. Courtney Martin:  Yea
Mr. Daniel Nostin: Yea
Ms. Pat Rist: Yea
9. Adjourn

Move to adjourn at 8:05 PM. Passed with a motion by Mr. Scott Clayton and a second by Mrs.
Courtney Martin.

Anthony Cassio: Yea
Mr. Scott Clayton: Yea
Mrs. Kara DiBartolo: Yea
Mr. Bill Foster: Yea
Mrs. Courtney Martin:  Yea
Mr. Daniel Nostin: Yea
Ms. Pat Rist: Yea

Respectfully submitted,

&wcm \pa/w'

Susan Pare
Board Recorder



